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Identity  by  Design 

Montanans  consult  pn 
Smithsonian  exhibit 

By  Kristi  Niemeyer 

When  Jackie  Parsons  attended  the  opening 
of  “Identity  by  Design:  Tradition,  Change,  and 
Celebration  in  Native  Women’s  Dresses”  at  the 
Smithsonian’s  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  she  experienced  a  sense  of  kinship  with 
generations  of  Native  women  who  had  created  the 
55  beaded  dresses  and  more  than  200  accessories 
on  display. 

“It  was  like  their  spirits  were  there,”  says  Par¬ 
sons,  an  accomplished  Blackfeet  seamstress  and 
beadworker,  who  is  also  chairman  of  the  Montana 
Arts  Council.  “I  just  believe  women  were  the  back¬ 
bone  of  our  families.” 

Parsons,  along  with  Joyce  Growing  Thunder 
Fogarty  (Assiniboine/Sioux)  from  Fort  Peck,  her 
daughter,  Juanita  Growing  Thunder  Fogarty  (who 
now  lives  in  California),  and  Gladys  Jefferson  of 
Crow  Agency  were  among  the  six  consultants  who 
helped  choose  dresses  from  the  museum’s  collec¬ 
tion  that  would  best  represent  their  tribes. 


See  Identity  by  Design  on  page  12 


Butte  to  host  the 
National  Folk  Festival 

By  Justin  Post 
Reprinted  with  permission 

From  The  Montana  Standard  (March  29,  2007) 

It’s  an  undertaking  of  monumental  proportions. 

For  three  years  beginning  in  2008,  the  city  of 
Butte  is  sponsoring  the  National  Folk  Festival  and 
will  play  host  to  thousands  of  visitors  from  through¬ 
out  the  country. 

The  National  Council  for  the  Traditional  Arts  an¬ 
nounced  Wednesday  that  Butte  was  chosen  over  22 
other  cities  that  applied  for  the  designation. 

“We’re  real  excited.  It’s  a  great  honor  and  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  Butte,"  said  George  Everett,  executive 
director  of  Mainstreet  Uptown  Butte.  “We’re  really 
looking  forward  to  getting  started  to  make  it  happen 
and  make  sure  it's  the  best  festival  in  the  United 
States.” 


See  National  Folk  Fest  on  page  5 


Senate  reduces  Cultural  Trust  increase 


By  Arlynn  Fishbaugh, 

MAC  Executive  Director 

At  press  time  we  are  in  the  final  three  weeks  of  the 
legislative  session,  and  it’s  rock  'n  roll  time  as  things 
change  rapidly.  New  funding  levels  are  up  and  down. 
Here  is  where  we  are  at  press  time. 

Cultural  Trust:  On  April  1 1  the  Senate  Finance  and 
Claims  Committee  reversed  earlier  House  action  that 
would  have  added  $2 
million  more  to  the 
Cultural  Trust  corpus 
in  HB  9.  (That  $2 
million  increase  was 
led  by  the  efforts  of 
Rep.  John  Sesso  of 
Butte.) 

Prior  to  this  action, 
new  funding  for  the 
corpus  stood  at  a 
total  of  $3.5  mil¬ 
lion  —  $1.5  million 
included  in  Governor 
Schweitzer’s  budget 
plus  the  $2  million  added  in  the  House.  The  Senate 
Finance  and  Claims  action  takes  the  amount  back  to  the 
governor’s  original  $1.5  million  proposal. 

That  $1.5  million  was  configured  when  projecting 
the  interest  earnings  that  will  fund  the  2008-2009  Cul¬ 
tural  Trust  grants.  The  corpus  of  the  Trust  is  currently 
$8.5  million,  so  if  the  original  $1.5  million  increase 
lasts  through  the  legislative  session,  the  corpus  will 
increase  to  $10  million. 

Montana  Arts  Council  budget:  Sen.  Carol  Williams 
of  Missoula  amended  an  additional  $180,000  into  the 
budget  for  arts  education  grants  to  benefit  rural  com¬ 
munities  while  the  budget  was  in  Senate  Finance  and 
Claims.  This  would  be  a  one-time-only  appropriation. 
The  arts  council’s  budget  is  now  located  in  HB  820, 
which  moves  on  to  the  full  Senate  the  week  of  April  9. 

Bed  tax  for  cultural  efforts:  SB  284,  sponsored  by 


Senator  Lynda  Bourque  Moss  of  Billings,  would  use  bed 
tax  funds  to  help  add  to  the  corpus  of  the  Cultural  Trust, 
as  well  as  add  to  the  Montana  Historical  Society,  State 
Parks,  the  Montana  Heritage  and  Preservation  Develop¬ 
ment  Commission,  tribal  tourism,  the  state  film  office, 
tourism  research  and  promotion,  tourism  regional  fund¬ 
ing  and  the  Convention  and  Visitor’s  Bureaus. 

This  bill,  which  uses  a  portion  of  the  percentage  of  the 
bed  tax  that  currently  goes  to  the 
general  fund,  was  amended  sev¬ 
eral  times,  reducing  the  amount 
of  the  total  to  be  used.  The  total 
amount  allocated  currently  sits  at 
$3  million  as  we  go  to  press,  of 
which  1 .357%  would  go  to  the 
corpus  of  the  Cultural  Trust.  The 
$3  million  was  amended  into  the 
bill  in  the  Senate,  and  the  bill 
will  return  to  the  House  for  its 
final  decision. 

Daly  Mansion:  HB  480, 
sponsored  by  Rep.  Bob  Lake 
of  Hamilton,  would  allocate 
$50,000  in  fiscal  year  2008  and  $50,000  in  fiscal  year 
2009  to  the  Daly  Mansion  Preservation  Trust  in  Hamilton 
to  be  used  for  direct  maintenance  and  restoration  of  the 
Daly  Mansion  and  grounds;  and  $500,000  in  fiscal  year 
2008  to  the  Daly  Mansion  Preservation  Trust  to  be  used 
as  a  principal  account,  from  which  spending  is  limited 
to  interest  earnings.  The  bill  has  passed  the  House  and  is 
headed  to  the  Senate  the  week  of  April  9. 

New  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame:  HB  519,  sponsored  by 
Rep.  Dave  Kasten  of  Brockway,  would  allocate  $800,000 
from  the  general  fund  to  the  Department  of  Commerce 
for  site  development  of  a  Montana  Cowboy  Hall  of 
Fame,  to  be  located  in  Wolf  Point.  The  bill  passed  the 
House  and  is  headed  to  the  Senate. 

Butte  Cultural  Development:  HB  539,  sponsored  by 


See  Arni's  Addendum  on  page  2 


.  It's  important  to  know 
•  •  that  anything  can  and 
will  happen  up  until  the 
time  the  ink  is  dry  with 
Governor  Schweitzer's 
signature. 


The  China  connection 

Montana  artists  well  represented  in  "Out  West" 


By  Kristi  Niemeyer 

Chinese  residents  are  seeing  the  West  through  the 
eyes  of  its  artists  in  “Out  West:  The  Great  American 
Landscape,”  which  opened  March  29  at  the  National 
Art  Museum  in  Beijing. 

Nancy  Matthews  and  Pam  Bailey  of  the  Meridian 
International  Center  in  Washington,  DC,  curated  "Out 
West”  in  collaboration  with  the  National  Art  Museum 
of  China  and  the  Chinese  Ministry  of  Culture.  The  ex¬ 
hibit  was  designed  as  a  response  to  “Ancient  Threads, 
Newly  Woven,”  a  traveling  Meridian  exhibit  that 
focuses  on  the  western  regions  of  China  connected  by 
the  Silk  Road. 

“Meridian  is  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity 
to  familiarize  the  Chinese  people  with  the  unique 
beauty  and  culture  of  our  western  United  States,”  said 
Ambassador  Stuart  Holliday,  president  of  Meridian 
International  Center.  "The  development  of  China's 
western  regions,  and  its  challenges,  parallels  in  many 
ways  the  growth  in  the  last  century  of  America’s  vast 
western  spaces.” 

Geoff  Sutton,  a  former  gallery  owner  in  Missoula 
who  now  works  for  the  Montana  World  Trade  Center, 
was  a  curatorial  advisor  for  the  exhibit  and  attended  its 
opening  in  Washington.  DC,  where  it  was  on  display 
through  March  4,  and  the  opening  in  China. 


Chinese  Vice  Minister  of  Culture  Zhoa  Weisui  and  Li  Don- 
gwen,  director  of  the  China  National  Art  Museum,  look  at 
Montana  artist  Dana  Boussard’s  work  with  Geoff  Sutton. 


“Out  West”  includes  68  works  by  50  artists  -  17 
from  Montana.  “We’re  very  well  represented,"  Sutton 
says.  "There  were  by  far  more  participants  from  Mon¬ 
tana  than  artists  from  any  other  state.” 


See  China  Connection  on  page  5 
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Grants 

available 

from  new 

Billings 

Community 

Foundation 

The  newly 
formed  Billings 
Community 
Foundation  (BCF) 
began  dispersing 
its  first  round  of 
grant  applications 
this  spring. 

The  nonprofit, 
501  (c)(3),  tax-ex- 
empt  community 
fund  promotes 
philanthropy  and 
charitable  giving 
in  the  greater  Bill¬ 
ings  area. 

BCF  plans  to 
provide  methods 
and  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  charitable 
interests  to  grow 
and  thrive  in  the 
greater  Yel¬ 
lowstone  region 
through  grants, 
technical  assis¬ 
tance  and  capac¬ 
ity  building.  The 
geographic  focus 
is  the  counties  of 
the  greater  Yel¬ 
lowstone  region, 
including  Yellow¬ 
stone,  Carbon, 
Stillwater,  Big 
Horn,  Treasure 
and  Musselshell. 

BCF  expects 
to  grant  about 
$20,000  this  year 
to  a  variety  of 
projects.  Amounts 
ranging  from 
$500  to  $2,000 
are  available  for 
a  wide  variety  of 
charitable  purpos¬ 
es  in  the  areas  of 
education,  basic 
human  needs, 
arts  and  culture, 
natural  resources 
and  conserva¬ 
tion,  economic 
development 
and  endowment 
building. 

Visit  www.mtcf. 
org  and  go  to  the 
Community  Foun¬ 
dations  page,  or 
email  billingslcf 
@yahoo.com  for 
more  information. 


Ami ’s  Addendum 

Arlynn  Fishbaugh,  Executive  Director 

afishbaugh@mt.gov 

*  .  ¥ 

LINC  primarily  concentrates  on  major  mar¬ 
kets  across  the  country,  so  we  are  most  grateful 
that  they  are  willing  to  expand  their  work  into 
a  rural  state.  The  South  Carolina  Arts  Commis¬ 
sion  is  the  other  state  arts  agency  that  has  been 
invited  to  apply  for  planning  funds. 


Rock  'n  roll  legislative  session 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

Rep.  George  Groesbeck  of  Butte,  would  ap¬ 
propriate  $100,000  from  the  state  general 
fund  to  the  Department  of  Commerce  for  the 
biennium  beginning  July  1, 2007,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  assisting  Butte-Silver  Bow  County 
in  the  reinvigoration  of  cultural  resources  and 
cultural  events  within  Butte-Silver  Bow  through 
grants  or  loans  to  the  Butte-Silver  Bow  con¬ 
solidated  government,  to  the  Butte-Silver  Bow 
economic  development  authority,  or  to  other 
entities  within  Butte-Silver  Bow  whose  primary 
purpose  is  the  expansion  or  enhancement  of  the 
cultural  resources  and  opportunities  available 
within  Butte-Silver  Bow.  The  bill  passed  the 
House  and  is  headed  to  the  Senate. 

Assist  Deer  Lodge  in  Rebuilding  Rialto 
Theater:  HB  574,  sponsored  by  Rep.  Cynthia 
Hiner  of  Helena,  would  appropriate  $50,000 
from  the  state  general  fund  to  the  Department 
of  Commerce  for  the  biennium  beginning  July 
1,  2007,  for  grants  to  assist  in  the  restoration 
and  renovation  of  historical  and  cultural  arts 
centers  impacted  by  a  disaster  in  communities 
that  are  at  least  25  miles  from  another  center. 
The  department  shall  use  a  competitive  applica¬ 
tion  process  in  awarding  grants.  This  legislation 
would  be  very  helpful  to  organizations  such 
as  the  Rialto  Theater  in  Deer  Lodge,  which  is 
trying  to  rebuild  after  a  devastating  fire  last 
November. 

Not  over  until  it's  over 

It  is  important  to  know  that  anything  can 
and  will  happen  up  until  the  time  the  ink  is  dry 
with  Gov.  Schweitzer’s  signature.  Amounts  can 
change  and  there  is  no  guarantee  that  things  will 
stay  where  they  are.  Amounts  may  go  up,  go 
down,  or  go  away  altogether. 

If  one  chamber  of  the  Legislature  does  not 
agree  with  amendments  made  by  the  other 
chamber,  then  the  bill  goes  into  conference 
committee.  In  these  committees,  as  a  rule,  six 
members  are  appointed  -  three  from  the  House 
and  three  from  the  Senate.  (Each  bill  would 
have  its  own  conference  committee.)  Two  mem¬ 
bers  from  each  chamber  are  from  the  majority 
party.  In  order  for  changes  to  be  made  to  bills, 
it  requires  a  vote  of  two  members  from  each 
chamber  (not  a  simple  majority  of  four  mem¬ 


bers.)  Conference  committee  sessions  are  always 
nail-biters. 

Once  the  bill  comes  out  of  the  conference  com¬ 
mittee,  it  has  to  go  to  each  chamber  for  a  vote. 

The  bills  are  voted  upon,  and  if  the  bill  fails,  it 
returns  to  conference  committee. 

Once  the  bill  passes  both  chambers,  it  then 
goes  to  the  governor,  who  has  several  options.  He 
can  sign  the  bill,  offer  an  amendatory  veto  or  a 
line-item  veto.  This  would  mean  that  the  governor 
could  change  any  of  the  amounts  in  a  bill  or  veto 
a  bill  altogether.  To  override  any  of  these  vetoes 
would  require  a  two-thirds  vote  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture.  So,  it’s  not  over  until  it’s  over. 

To  our  great  disappointment,  the  bill  to  allow 
the  arts  council  to  allocate  funding  to  the  Poet 
Laureate  program  for  travel  expenses  failed  in  the 
House.  We  will  continue  to  work  on  this  in  the 
future. 

MAC  receives  prestigious 
national  planning  grant 

The  arts  council  is  thrilled  to  receive  a  very 
special  invitation  from  Leveraging  Investments 
in  Creativity  (LINC),  a  New-York-based  organi¬ 
zation  that  focuses  on  investing  in  artists-driven 
programs  that  benefit  artists  and  the  entire  field 
of  creativity.  LINC  invited  MAC  to  apply  for  a 
planning  grant  of  $  1 0,000,  which  we  received 
to  help  us  plan  a  program  that  will  help  artists 
expand  their  markets  and  build  their  own  skills  at 
boosting  sales. 

There  will  be  several  important  partners  in  this 
effort,  including  the  Montana  Indian  Business  Al¬ 
liance,  the  Montana  Department  of  Commerce's 
Made  in  Montana  program,  the  MSU-Great 
Falls  TRACE  program,  the  Governor’s  Office 
of  Economic  Development  and  others.  The  plan 
will  be  developed  in  the  next  six  months  and  then 
MAC  will  apply  for  an  implementation  grant  of 
$100,000,  which  would  fund  a  two-year  effort. 

This  very  exciting  development  will  help  art¬ 
ists  reach  a  much  broader  national  marketplace. 
These  initial  efforts  will  focus  on  traditional  arts 
and  fine  handcraft. 

LINC  is  a  very  highly  regarded  organization, 
and  this  connection  to  them  will  open  the  doors  to 
learning  about  many  other  new  initiatives  in  other 
states  that  benefit  artists.  Hopefully  we  may  be 
able  to  apply  some  of  those  ideas  here. 


Strategic  planning 

We  are  up  to  our  eyeballs  in  strategic  plan¬ 
ning  right  now.  We  conducted  an  email  survey  to 
artists  about  future  priorities,  and  were  abso¬ 
lutely  thrilled  that  close  to  half  of  the  artists  we 
surveyed  shared  their  thoughts  with  us! 

We  also  conducted  a  series  of  artist  focus 
groups  to  get  more  in-depth  information.  We  are 
working  right  now  to  put  recommendations  into 
our  future  plan,  which  will  be  available  online 
this  summer  for  your  comment. 

We  have  been  gathering  information  from  the 
public,  arts  educators,  arts  organizations,  council 
members  and  many  others  as  well  in  order  to 
formulate  this  roadmap,  which  will  guide  us 
from  2008-2013.  Thank  you  to  all  who  have  par¬ 
ticipated  ...  it  has  been  very  interesting,  inspira¬ 
tional  and  exciting  to  hear  your  thoughts! 

Free  list-serves 

I  don’t  know  if  everyone  is  aware,  but  MAC 
has  three  list-serve  programs  for  artists,  arts 
organizations  and  arts  educators.  The  list-serve 
emails  folks  about  every  two  weeks  with  special 
news  of  interest,  important  announcements  rel¬ 
evant  to  these  groups,  and  new  opportunities  that 
have  not  made  our  newspaper  deadlines. 

To  sign  up  for  this  free  service,  please 
email  Beck  McLaughlin  at  our  office, 
bemclaughlin@mt.gov.  We  promise  we  won’t 
be  sending  extraneous  junk  or  spam-type  things. 
If  you  don't  like  it,  you're  free  to  unsubscribe  at 
any  time. 

State  of  the  Arts 

In  the  planning  process,  many  people  praised 
Slate  of  the  Arts.  This  newspaper  is  highly  val¬ 
ued  by  many,  and  that  value  is  there  because  you 
have  told  us  what  you  would  like  to  see,  and  you 
have  been  generous  in  providing  us  with  news. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  to  improve  this  publica¬ 
tion,  please  let  me  know.  We  will  try  our  best  to 
incorporate  your  suggestions  if  at  all  possible. 
You  can  email  me  at  afishbaugh@mt.gov  or  give 
me  a  call  at  406-444-6430. 

Springing  up! 

With  spring  coming  on,  I  hope  those  of  you 
who  are  gardeners  are  brightened  by  the  new 
buds  poking  out  and  springing  up.  For  everyone, 
I  hope  this  spring  lifts  spirits  and  inspires  your 
creativity  as  never  before. 


Come  to  MAC's  planning  meetings: 
Your  input  is  requested! 


The  Montana  Arts  Council  is  asking 
for  your  input  on  its  2008-2013  Strategic 
Framework.  This  is  your  time  to  respond 
to  the  work  the  council  is  planning  and 
to  share  your  ideas,  priorities  and  con¬ 
cerns. 

The  meetings,  slated  for  June  22  in 
Missoula  and  June  27  and  28  in  Miles 
City  and  Bozeman,  will  be  open  forums 
where  attendees  will  have  ample  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  participate  in  the  conversation. 

The  2008-2013  draft  will  be  available 
at  each  meeting  and  prior  to  the  meet¬ 
ings,  beginning  in  June,  on  the  council’s 
website  at  art.mt.gov. 

Cinda  Holt,  business  development 
specialist,  and  Beck  McLaughlin,  edu¬ 
cation  and  web  services  director,  will 
facilitate  the  gatherings.  If  you  have 
questions,  please  contact  Cinda  at  406- 
777-0090  or  cholt@montana.com. 


When  and  Where: 

•  Missoula 

Noon-2  p.m.  Friday,  june  22 
MCT  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts,  Room  302 
200  North  Adams 
406-728-1911 

•  Miles  City 

6-8  p.m.  Wednesday,  June  27 
Custer  County  Art  and  Heritage 
Center,  Main  Gallery 
Waterplant  Road  (west  of  the  city) 
406-234-0635 

•  Bozeman 

6-8  p.m.  Thursday,  June  28 
Emerson  Center  for  Art  and 
Culture,  Weaver  Room 
1 1 1  South  Grand  Avenue 
406-587-9797 


State  of  the  Arts 


State  of  the  Arts  is  published  six 
times  a  year  by  the  Montana  Arts 
Council  and  produced  by  Lively 
Times. 

State  of  the  Arts  welcomes  submis¬ 
sions  of  photographs,  press  releases 
and  newsworthy  information  from  in¬ 
dividual  artists  and  arts  organizations. 

Please  check  with  the  Montana  Arts 
Council  for  reprint  permission. 

Deadline:  The  deadline  for  sub¬ 
missions  is  May  25,  2007,  for  the- 
July/August  2007  issue.  Send  items 
to:  Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box 
202201 ,  Helena,  MT  59620-2201 ; 
phone  406-444-6430,  fax  406-444- 
6548  or  e-mail  mac@mt.gov. 

Subscriptions:  State  of  the  Arts  is 
available  free  of  charge  to  Montana 
residents  as  a  public  service  of  the 
Montana  Arts  Council.  To  subscribe, 
please  call  406-444-6430,  or  update 
or  sign-up  online  at  www.art.mt.gov. 
Out-of-state  subscriptions  at  $1 5  per 
year  are  welcome  -  mail  your  check 
to  the  Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box 
202201 ,  Helena,  MT  59620. 
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Bozeman  resident  and  former  mountain-climber  Greg  Mortenson  and 
Oregon  journalist  David  Oliver  Reiin  who  won  this  year  s  Kiriyama 
Prize  for  Three  Cups  of  Tea:  One  Man’s  Mission  to  Promote  Peace  ... 

One  School  at  a  Time,  the  story  of  Mortenson’s  efforts  to  bring  educa¬ 
tion  to  children  in  remote  regions  of  Pakistan.  The  Kiriyama  Prize  was 
established  in  1996  to  recognize  outstanding  books  about  the  Pacific  Rim 
and  South  Asia  that  encourage  greater  mutual  understanding  of  and  among 
the  people  and  nations  of  this  vast  and  culturally  diverse  region.  The  prize 
consists  of  a  cash  award  of  $30,000,  which  is  split 
equally  between  the  fiction  winner  (Haruki  Muraka¬ 
mi  for  Blind  Willow,  Sleeping  Woman)  and  nonfiction 
winner.  Three  Cups  of  Tea  was  also  named  an  honor 
book  for  this  year’s  Montana  Book  Award. 


Missoula  textile  artist 
Nancy  Erickson,  whose 
work  is  part  of  “Speaking 
in  Cloth:  Six  Quilters,  Six 
Voices,”  an  exhibit  that 
opened  Dec.  8  at  the  Coos 
Art  Museum  in  Coos  Bay, 

OR,  and  is  currently  on 
display  in  New  Zealand, 
where  it  will  appear  in 
three  venues.  “Speaking 
in  Cloth”  features  works 
by  six  Northwest 

quilt  artists  who  “Storyteller”  by  Nancy  Erickson 

use  cloth  and  thread 

to  tell  their  stories  and  record  their  explorations.  The  exhibit 
returns  to  the  U.S.  in  2009,  where  it’s  been  booked  at  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Quilt  Museum  in  Golden,  CO,  and  other  venues. 


University  of  Montana  Journalism  Professor  Den¬ 
nis  Swibold,  whose  book,  Copper  Chorus:  Mining, 
Politics  and  the  Montana 


“Heads  or  Tails”  by  Becky 
Eiker 


Copper  Chorus  by 
Dennis  Swibold 


Press,  1889-1959,  won 
the  2007  Spur  Award  for 
best  nonfiction-contem¬ 
porary  book.  The  Spur 
Awards,  given  annually 
for  distinguished  writing 
about  the  American  West 
are  among  the  oldest  and 
most  prestigious  in  American  literature.  Win¬ 
ners  in  16  categories  were  announced  March 
17  during  the  National  Festival  of  the  West. 
Copper  Chorus,  the  most  recent  book  by  the 
Montana  Historical  Society  Press,  chronicles 
the  tumultuous  history  of  journalism  in  a  state 
where  copper  was  king.  It  is  the  first  book  to 
bring  together  the  whole  story  of  the  Anaconda 
Company’s  ownership  of  Montana’s  newspapers. 


Landmark”  by  Shawna  Moore 


Two  Montana  writers,  Caroline  Patterson  of  Missoula  and  Melissa 
Kwasny  of  Jefferson  City,  whose  books  are  among  the  finalists  for  Fore- 
Word  magazine’s  2006  Book  of  the  Year  Award.  Kwasny ’s  collection  of 
poems.  Thistle,  also  won  the  Idaho  Prize  for  Poetry  2005.  Patterson  edited 
Montana  Women  Writers:  A  Geography  of  the  Heart,  with  works  by  39 
writers  that  explore  life  on  the  plains  and  in  the  mountains  and  towns 
of  Montana.  Nearly  1 ,400  books  were  entered  in  59  categories.  These 
were  narrowed  to  698  finalists,  from  419  publishers.  The  winners  will  be 
determined  by  a  panel  of  librarians  and  booksellers,  and  announced  June  1 
during  BookExpo  America  at  the  Javits  Center  in  New  York  City. 

Somers  author  Asta  Bowen,  whose  novel  Wolf:  The  Journey  Home 
was  one  of  24  books  nominated  for  the  national  “Teens'  Top  Ten”  list 
sponsored  by  the  American  Library  Association.  Wolf,  previously  issued 
under  the  title  Hungry  for  Home:  A  Wolf  Odyssey,  was 
republished  for  the  young  adult  audience  in  2006  by 
Bloomsbury  USA.  The  novel,  which  is  based  on  bio¬ 
logical  records  of  wolf  recovery  prior  to  the  Yellow¬ 
stone  reintroduction  effort,  tells  the  story  of  the  wolf’s 
return  to  Montana  from  the  animals’  perspective, 
especially  that  of  Marta,  the  alpha  female  who  founded 
the  Ninemile  pack  in  the  early  1990s. 

Joe  Nickell,  arts  and  entertainment  reporter  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Missoulian' s,  ’^Entertainer,”  who  was  among 
25  arts  journalists  from  21  states  chosen  to  participate 
as  fellows  in  the  third  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
(NEA)  Journalism  Institute  in  Theater  and  Musical 
Theater,  Jan.  30-Feb.  9  at  the  USC  Annenberg  School 
for  Communication  in  Los  Angeles.  Participants  in 
the  Journalism  Institute  include  theater  critics  and  editors,  feature  writers 
and  arts  and  entertainment  editors  from  newspapers,  radio  and  television 
stations. 

Jodi  Rave,  a  Missoulian  reporter  and  national  correspondent  for  Lee 
Enterprises,  who  has  been  named  a  fellow  to  the  National  Constitution 
Center’s  inaugural  Peter  Jennings  Project  for  Journalists  and  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  The  journalists  met  in  Philadelphia  March  17-19  to  explore  how  the 
constitution  reaches  into  the  fabric  of  daily  life  and  how  it  affects  what 
they  write,  broadcast,  edit  and  produce.  Rave,  who  covers  a  Native  news 
beat  and  has  been  with  Lee  Enterprises  for  eight  years,  was  selected  along 
with  30  mid-career  journalists  from 
print,  broadcast  and  online  media 
organizations  to  participate  as  a 
Jennings  Fellow.  She  began  working 
at  the  Missoulian  after  completing  a 
2004  Nieman  fellowship  at  Harvard 
University  and  has  won  several  writ¬ 
ing  awards,  including  the  Society 
of  Professional  Journalists  (Inland 
Northwest  Chapter),  Nebraska 
Associated  Press,  the  University 
of  Nebraska,  Montana  Newspaper 
Association  and  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Journalists  Association.  She  has 
twice  been  honored  by  Columbia 
University’s  Graduate  School  of 
Journalism  for  her  reporting  on  race 

and  ethnicity.  Additionally,  she  contributes  to  the  Poynter  Institute’s  “Jour 
nalism  with  a  Difference”  column  for  Poynter.org  and  was  selected  as  a 
Poynter  Ethics  Fellow  in  2004. 


Helena  sculptor  Becky  Eiker,  whose  work  “Heads  or  Tails” 
took  first  place  in  sculpture  and  scrimshaw  at  the  32nd  annual 
International  Miniature  Art  Show,  Jan.  14-Feb.  4  at  the  Leepa- 
Rattner  Museum  of  Art  in  Tarpon  Springs,  FL.  Eiker’s  piece  was 
among  800  miniature  paintings  and  sculptures  chosen  from  1 ,300 
submissions  to  the  show.  She  also  received  a  gold  award  for 
“Fancy  Hat,”  a  clay  portrait 
bust,  during  the  Blackfoot 
Valley  Art  Auction,  held 
last  August  in  Lincoln. 


Livingston  sculptor  Sam  Ter- 
akedis,  who  won  Best  of  Show  for 
three-dimensional  work  at  the  Na¬ 
ture  Works  Art  Show  and  Sale,  held 
March  3-4  in  March  in  Tulsa,  OK. 
He  received  a  ribbon  and  $500 
award  for  his  bronze,  “September 
Madness.”  His  work  will  also  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Phippen  Museum  Art 
Show,  Memorial  Day  weekend  in 
Prescott,  AZ,  and  in  the  Calgary 
Stampede  Art  Show,  July  4-15  in 
Calgary,  Alberta. 


Sam  Terakedis  receives  Best  of 
Show  award  from  Ken  Green¬ 
wood,  executive  director  of  Na- 
tureWorks  Art  Show. 


Missoula  artist  Stefanie  Frostad,  whose  paintings  were  on 
display  Feb.  2-24  at  Davidson  Contemporary  in  Seattle,  in  a  show 
titled  “Threshold.” 

Missoula  sculptor  Marlys  Boddy,  whose  “Man  About  Town” 
has  been  selected  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Sculpture  Society’s 
Annual  Awards  Exhibition  in  New  York  and  Florida  (which  may 
be  viewed  online  at  www.nationaIsculpture.org).  Her  piece  “Ellis 
Island”  won  a  merit  award  in  Minnesota’s  annual  juried  show, 

“Arts  in  Harmony.” 

Great  Falls  artist  and  art  professor  Julia  M. 

Becker,  whose  collaborative,  site-specific,  public 
installation,  “Savoring  the  Sacred  in  a  Secular 
World,”  was  on  display  March  26-30  at  Colorado  Col¬ 
lege  in  Colorado  Springs.  The  exhibit  explores  the  sacred 
quality  of  everyday  experiences  in  her  paintings,  prints, 
drawings,  films,  and  installations. 

Whitefish  Artist  Shawna  Moore,  whose  work  was 
included  in  “Surface  and  Beyond  -  Artists  Working 
with  the  Textural  Possibilities  of  Wax,”  March  24- 
April  21  at  the  Ruth  Morpeth  Gallery  in  Hopewell. 

NJ.  The  invitational  show 
featured  prominent  encaus¬ 
tic  artists  from  throughout 
the  United  States.  This  exhibit  follows  her 
participation  in  another  invitational  encaus¬ 
tic  show  at  Cheryl  Hazan  Gallery  in  New 
York  City,  which  ran  through  March.  Moore 
is  currently  working  on  a  large  group  of 
paintings  for  the  May  25  opening  of  her  solo 
exhibition,  “You're  Getting  Warmer  -  New 
Encaustic  Paintings,”  at  Darnell  Fine  Art  on 
Canyon  Road  in  Santa  Fe,  NM. 


“Man  About 
Town”  by 
Marlys  Boddy 


“Solo  Yellow”  by  Sallie 
Bowen 


Florance  O’Neal  of  Kalispell 
and  Sallie  Bowen  of  Butte, 
who  were  selected  to  participate 
in  the  Northwest  Watercolor  Society’s  Open  Exhibition,  with  an 
awards  ceremony  April  27  at  the  Community  Center  at  Mercer  View, 
Mercer  Island,  WA.  Bowen's  painting  “Solo  Yellow"  and  O'Neal’s 
“Molly  Beth”  were  two  of  70  paintings  chosen  by  juror  Ron  Ransom 
from  252  entries  submitted  to  the  NWWS  show. 


“Blue  Thunder”  by  Jacqueline  Rieder 
Hud 


Missoula  artist  Jacqueline  Rieder  Hud,  whose 
creative  process  was  documented  in  "Painting  in 
the  Wild,"  a  2006  film  by  Streetlight  Cinema  of 
Los  Angeles  that  premiered  this  February  at  Mis¬ 
soula's  Big  Sky  Documentary  Film  Festival.  Rie¬ 
der  Hud’s  expressionist  paintings  are  inspired 
by  both  literal  and  metaphorical  experiences  with 
the  landscape  and  the  creatures  that  inhabit  the 
wild.  The  film  will  also  be  screened  June  21  at  Paris 
Gibson  Square  Museum  in  Great  Falls;  and  the  artist’s 
work  may  be  seen  July  1-Sept.  30  at  Zoot  Enterprises’ 
corporate  facility  in  Bozeman. 


“Molly  Beth”  by 
Florance  O’Neal 


Send  us  your  good  news 

Artists,  writers,  musicians  and 
arts  administrators:  Please  let  us 
know  about  major  awards  and 
accomplishments. 

Send  your  good  news  to 
Congrats,  do  Lively  Times,  33651 
Eagle  Pass  Trail,  Charlo,  MT  59824; 
or  email:  writeus@ lively  times.com. 
If  you  include  a  digital  photo,  please 
make  sure  it's  at  least  1 50  lines  per 
inch  (Ipi  or  dpi). 


Congrats  to... 
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Audiobook 

captures 

state’s 

scariest 

stories 

Montana  is 
alive  with  things 
that  go  bump 
in  the  night  -  a 
haunted  legacy 
that  historian 
and  author 
Ellen  Baumler 
compiled  in  two 
books  and  now, 
a  five-CD  audio 
set. 

The  Beyond 
Spirit  Tailings  . . . 
Montana 's  Mys¬ 
teries,  Ghosts 
and  Haunted 
Places  audio¬ 
book  features 
four  CDs  of 
Baumler  reading 
her  scary  stories, 
with  musical 
interludes  and 
sound  effects 
by  acclaimed 
Montana  com¬ 
poser  and  pianist 
Philip  Aaberg. 
The  fifth  record¬ 
ing  is  devoted  to 
Aaberg’s  musical 
interpretation  of 
the  book. 

A  World  War 
II  serviceman 
lingers  in  Billings, 
a  monster  lurks 
in  the  deep  wa¬ 
ters  of  Flathead 
Lake,  a  departed 
priest  hitchhikes 
around  Helena, 
and  a  Hamilton 
socialite  infuses 
her  mansion 
with  the  scent 
of  roses.  These 
stories  and  many 
more  introduce 
Montanans  to 
their  ghostly 
past. 

For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  800- 
243-9900  or  visit 
www.montana 
historicalsociety. 
org. 


Court  upholds  judgment  for  artist  Steve  Seltzer 


By  Eric  Newhouse 
Reprinted  with  permission 
from  the  Great  Falls  Tribune 
(March  14,  2007) 

The  Montana  Supreme  Court  upheld  the 
$11  million  judgment  for  artist  Steve  Seltzer, 
calling  threats  to  force  him  to  change  his  ap¬ 
praisal  “legal  thuggery.” 

“Baseless  lawsuits  prosecuted  in  further¬ 
ance  of  ulterior  motives  have  no  place  in  our 
courts,”  states  the  unanimous  opinion,  authored 
by  Justice  James  Nelson. 

The  opinion,  issued  March  1 2,  came  as  a 
huge  relief  for  the  Great  Falls  appraiser  and 
artist,  one  of  only  two  artists  to  have  partici¬ 
pated  in  all  39  C  M.  Russell  Auctions. 

He  was  sued  by  a  collector  who  disputed 
Seltzer’s  conclusion  that  a  painting  was  the 
work  of  his  grandfather,  O.C.  Seltzer. 

“This  is  a  judgment  on  moral  virtue  of 
major  proportions,”  Seltzer  said  Tuesday 
(March  13). 

The  multi-million-dollar  dispute  resolves 
around  a  painting,  “Lassoing  a  Longhorn," 
which  Steve  and  Frank  Morton  bought  from 
the  Kennedy  Galleries  in  New  York  City  for 
$38,000  in  1972. 

It  had  a  signature  of  C.M.  Russell,  a  buffalo 
skull  —  Russell’s  trademark  -  and  a  1913  date. 

But,  as  the  Supreme  Court  noted,  the  paint¬ 
ing  style  was  unlike  Russell  and  more  like  one 
of  his  contemporaries,  O.C.  Seltzer. 

When  Steve  Morton  decided  to  sell  it  five 
years  ago,  he  sent  the  painting  to  Steve  Seltzer 
for  authentication.  Seltzer  concluded  that, 
based  on  the  painting  techniques,  it  had  been 
painted  by  his  grandfather. 

Russell  expert  Ginger  Renner  backed  up 
that  appraisal,  adding  that  she  believed  the 
signature  had  been  altered. 

Since  Russell  is  the  more  famous  of  the 
pair,  the  painting’s  estimated  value  dropped 
from  $650,000  to  $65,000. 


Morton  quickly  hired  Gibson,  Dunn  and 
Crutcher,  a  California  law  firm,  which  sent  a 
demand  letter  to  Renner  and  Seltzer. 

It  said: 

“1.  Each  of  you  will  draft  a  letter  to  our 
specifications  completely  recanting  and  with¬ 
drawing  any  statement  you  have  previously 
made  regarding  the  authenticity  of  the  painting 
currently  owned  by  Mr.  Morton. 

“2.  In  the  letter,  among  other  admissions 
you  will  make,  you  will  admit  that  you  did  not 
perform  a  detailed  examination  of  the  painting 
and  that  your  “opinion”  was  merely  conjecture 
on  your  part. 

“3.  You  will  agree  to  compensate  Mr.  Morton 
for  the  difference  between  what  the  painting 
sells  for  today,  after  we  have  tried  to  remove  the 
cloud  from  its  provenance,  and  what  it  could 
have  sold  for  two  years  ago  prior  to  your  de¬ 
famatory  remarks  about  its  authenticity. 

“4.  Independently,  you  will  reimburse  Mr. 
Morton  for  the  time,  expense,  embarrassment, 
grief  and  anxiety  he  has  expended  in  trying  to 
recover  from  your  actions.  The  price:  an  ad¬ 
ditional  $50,000  beyond  the  loss  in  value  of  the 
painting.” 

Seltzer  refused  to  be  pressured  into  changing 
his  opinion,  but  the  decision  cost  him. 

“Seltzer  testified,  he  experienced  ‘a  state  of 
panic’  as  a  result  of  the  financial  implications 
posed  by  the  lawsuit,  as  well  as  the  potential 
impact  on  his  reputation  in  the  art  community,” 
the  Supreme  Court  opinion  states. 

“He  testified:  ‘I  was  fearful  of  losing  every¬ 
thing  that  I  had.  Everything  that  my  wife  and  I 
had  worked  for  37  years  to  accumulate.  I  mean, 
my  home,  my  art  studios,  my  cars.  All  my  per¬ 
sonal  belongings.’ 

Carol  Seltzer  testified  that  her  husband  was  a 
nervous  wreck,  unable  to  eat  or  sleep  well 

“He  was  confident  he  could  prove  that  this 
was  his  grandfather’s  work.  He  never  wavered 
on  that,”  she  said.  “But  there  was  a  huge  amount 


of  pressure  on  him.  And  he  became  physically 
ill  as  a  result  of  that.” 

GDC  filed  a  multi-count  lawsuit  against 
Seltzer,  which  it  lost.  Seltzer  counter-sued, 
charging  his  reputation,  professional  stand¬ 
ing  and  health  had  been  harmed  by  a  frivolous 
lawsuit. 

“He  was  clearly  wronged,  and  he’s  just 
such  a  good  guy,”  said  his  attorney,  Zander 
Blewett  III. 

A  District  Court  jury  agreed  and  awarded 
Seltzer  $1.1  million  in  actual  damages,  plus 
$20  million  in  punitive  damages  from  the  law 
firm  that  had  sued  him. 

On  GDC’s  appeal,  District  Judge  Dirk  Sand- 
efur  left  actual  damages  standing,  but  reduced 
the  punitive  award  to  $9.9  million. 

The  state  Supreme  Court  affirmed  that  rul¬ 
ing. 

“Abusive  conduct  toward  an  individual, 
which  causes  the  type  of  harm  at  issue  here, 
merits  considerable  punishment  regardless  of 
the  setting  in  which  it  takes  place.  However, 
the  fact  that  GDC  utilized  the  judicial  system  as 
a  tool  to  accomplish  intimidation  and  oppres¬ 
sion  makes  this  behavior  uniquely  egregious,” 
the  opinion  states.  “In  short,  GDC’s  use  of  the 
judicial  system  amounts  to  legal  thuggery.” 

Calls  seeking  comment  from  GDC’s  attor¬ 
neys  were  not  returned. 

Adding  in  interest  while  the  case  was  under 
appeal.  Seltzer  should  get  about  $13.5  million, 
Blewett  said. 

The  dispute  may  also  have  destroyed  the 
value  of  the  painting  at  issue.  Seltzer  noted. 

“It’s  a  wonderful  painting,  but  it  can't  be 
sold  as  a  Russell  and  it  no  longer  has  Seltzer’s 
name  on  it,”  he  said. 

“I  can’t  imagine  that  anyone  would  buy  it 
except  for  curiosity  value,”  he  added.  “It’s  a 
very  curious  piece  of  work  now.” 

Visit  www.greatfallstribune.com/assets/pdf/ 
G164725313.PDF  to  see  the  full  ruling. 


Soprano  Catherine  Viscardi  of  Bozeman  and  baritone 
Christopher  Johnson  of  Billings  (who  currently  resides  in 
Bloomington,  IN),  who  were  among  the  six  finalists  in  Rimrock  Opera 
Company’s  biennial  Margaret  Kimball  Operatic  Competition.  The  six 
young  singers,  who  were  chosen  anonymously  from  a  field  of  26  entrants 
from  the  Northwest,  will  compete  for  $3,000  in  cash  awards  on  July  6  at 
Petro  Theater,  MSU-Billings.  The  winners  will  perform  with  the  “Billings 
Opera  Stars”  July  7,  also  at  Petro  Theater.  According  to  Douglas  Nagel, 
Rimrock  Opera’s  artistic  director,  “The  other  judges  and  I  were  impressed 
with  the  level  of  good  singing  from  these  career  entry-level  artists.  The 
six  who  made  the  finals  are  top  notch.” 

This  year’s  Cultural  Achievement  award  recipients,  who  were  honored 
April  17  during  a  luncheon  hosted  by  the  Missoula  Cultural  Council. 
Honorees  are  Lance  Boyd,  University  of  Montana  music  professor  and 
director  of  the  annual  Buddy  DeFranco  Jazz  Festival;  author  and  retired 
UM  professor  William  Kittredge;  Laura  Millin,  director  of  the  Mis¬ 
soula  Art  Museum;  and  pianist  and  piano  teacher  Jodi  Marshall.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  Dana  Gallery  and  Smurfit-Stone  received  this  year’s  Business 
Support  of  the  Arts  Awards. 

The  Center  for  Music  by  People  with  Disabilities  in  Missoula,  which 
received  a  $10,000  grant  from  the  Raynier  Institute  and  Foundation  of 
Seattle,  along  with  12  other  grants  from  a  variety  of  funding  sources.  The 
organization  also  received  a  second  endowment  grant  of  $5,000  from  the 
Pforzheimer  Foundation  of  New  York.  The  center  runs  five  music  studios 
in  Missoula  County  that  benefit  60  children,  youth  and  adults  with  dis¬ 
abilities.  A  sixth  studio  opens  in  May  for  12  youngsters  with  disabilities 
who  are  taking  part  in  an  occupational  training  program.  The  studios 
provide  classes  in  voice  and  instruments  and  opportunities  to  listen  to 
live  classical  music  and  participate  in  the  music  and  dance  of  a  variety  of 
cultures. 

The  Montana  Museum  of  Art  and  Culture  at  The  University  of 
Montana,  which  recently  acquired  a  donation  of  161  works  of  western  art 
from  the  Bill  and  Polly  Nordeen  family.  The  collection  includes  works  by 
some  of  the  best-known  pioneers  of  western  art,  including  Karl  Bodmer, 
Edward  Borein,  George  Catlin,  Ace  Powell,  Edgar  Paxson,  Frederic  Rem¬ 
ington  and  C.M.  Russell. 


The  Virginia  City  Museum, 

which  was  accepted  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Association  for  Living 
History,  Farm  and  Agricultural 
Museums.  The  Ohio-based  or¬ 
ganization  helps  member  muse¬ 
ums  bring  history  to  life  through 
the  exchange  of  ideas,  informa¬ 
tion,  tools  and  experiences. 

The  following  11  Montana 
towns  and  counties,  which 
achieved  Preserve  America 
designations  and  are  listed  on 
the  www.preserveamerica.gov 
website:  Anaconda-Deer  Lodge  County,  Billings,  Butte-Silver  Bow 
County,  Fort  Benton,  Great  Falls,  Lewistown,  Missoula,  Stevens- 
ville.  Red  Lodge,  Terry  and  Virginia  City.  Preserve  America  recog¬ 
nizes  communities  that  protect  and  celebrate  their  heritage;  use  their 
historic  assets  for  economic  development  and  community  revitaliza¬ 
tion;  and  encourage  people  to  experience  and  appreciate  local  historic 
resources  through  education  and  heritage  tourism  programs. 


Best  Wishes  to... 


Jazz  pianist  Jodi  Marshall,  who  took  a  near-fatal  fall  in  Febru¬ 
ary  at  her  home  in  Missoula,  and  spent  two  days  on  life  support  and 
nine  days  in  intensive  care.  Fans  and  musicians  rallied  with  a  “Jazz 
for  Jodi”  benefit,  featuring  jazz  performances  and  auctions;  a  fund 
was  also  established  to  help  Marshall  pay  her  medical  bills  (the  Jodi 
Marshall  Benefit  Account,  First  Security  Bank,  1704  Dearborn,  Mis¬ 
soula  MT  59801).  Marshall’s  music-making  tenure  goes  back  35  years 
in  the  Garden  City,  where  she’s  played  solo  and  group  gigs,  including 
more  than  20  shows  with  the  Missoula  Community  Theatre,  concerts 
with  jazz  singer  Eden  Atwood,  weddings  and  recitals,  and  provided  the 
accompaniment  for  scores  of  musicians  and  the  UM  Opera  Theater. 
She’s  taught  a  generation  of  Missoula  pianists,  and  maintained  one  of 
the  longest  jazz  gigs  ever  in  Missoula  at  the  Holiday  Inn-Parkside’s 
Montana  Lounge  in  the  early  1990s.  Last  year,  Marshall  was  honored 
by  the  Jazzoula  committee,  a  community  offshoot  of  the  UM  Buddy 
DeFranco  Jazz  Festival,  as  one  of  Missoula's  living  jazz  legends.  And 
this  year,  an  honorarium  -  the  Jodi  Marshall  Jazz  Scholarship  -  was 
established  at  UM.  Lucien  Hut,  Marshall’s  longtime  friend  and  former 
teacher,  calls  Marshall’s  musicianship  one  of  the  rarest  gifts  he’s  ever 
seen.  “It’s  the  use  of  melody  and  her  exquisite  harmony,”  says  Hut, 
who  was  on  the  faculty  at  UM  when  Marshall  first  arrived  in  Missoula 
in  1972.  “You  only  find  a  few  people  like  that  in  your  life.  She  says  she 
got  it  from  God,  and  that  might  be  true,  but  God  didn’t  give  it  to  many 
people.” 

-  From  The  Missoulian,  March  8,  2007 


More  Congrats  to  ... 


Montana  photographers  John  Reddy,  Wayne  Mumford  and 
Doug  Cox,  whose  work  is  included  in  “Emotion  -  In  Black  and 
White  and  Color,”  on  display  through  July  at  Terrain  Gallery  of 
the  Aesthetic  Realism  Foundation  in  New  York  City.  Works  by 
the  three  were  also  featured  in  the  award-winning  film  "Hot  Af¬ 
ternoons  Have  Been  in  Montana”  by  Ken  Kimmelman,  which 
premiered  this  spring  in  Italy,  aired  in  April  on  Montana  PBS 
and  was  recently  named  Best  U.S.  Short  at  the  Avignon/New 
York  Film  Festival. 


Sunset,  St.  Mary’s  Lake”  by  John  Reddy 
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Lawmakers  consider  state  lullaby 


A  bill  that  would  desig¬ 
nate  “Montana  Lullaby”  as 
perhaps  the  first  state  lul¬ 
laby  in  the  nation  is  slowly 
wending  its  way  through  the 
Legislature. 

House  Bill  594,  by  Rep. 

Wayne  Stahl,  R-Saco,  had 
made  it  through  its  third 
reading  by  early  April. 

Cowboy  poet,  singer  and 
rancher  Ken  Overcast  of 
Chinook  wrote  the  lyrics, 
and  crafted  the  music  with 
Wylie  Gustafson,  a  native 
of  Cut  Bank  who  now  lives 
in  eastern  Washington’s  Palouse  Valley. 

The  song,  dappled  with  yodels,  tells  of  a 
lonesome  cowboy  out  on  the  range  rounding 
up  the  stray  cattle,  with  the  sun  “sinkin’  low  in 
the  west,”  while  he  dreams  of  his  Jenny,  who’s 
home  “waitin’  alone.” 

Stahl  told  reporter  Charles  Johnson  of  Lee 
Newspapers  State  Bureau  that  some  county 
commissioners  from  around  the  state  had  asked 
him  to  sponsor  the  bill.  “We  have  a  Montana 
ballad  and  a  Montana  song,  and  maybe  we’ll 
have  a  Montana  lullaby,”  Stahl  said. 

He  also  perceives  the  lullaby  bill  as  an 
counterweight  to  the  more  perplexing  partisan 
battles  that  have  plagued  this  year’s  lawmakers. 
“We’ve  got  to  have  some  fun  down  here  some¬ 


where,”  he  told  Johnson. 

Gustafson  first  wrote 
"Big  Sky  Lullaby,”  an 
all-yodeling  song,  in  the 
late  ’90s.  Overcast  of¬ 
fered  his  lyrics,  and  the 
first  version  of  “Montana 
Lullaby”  was  recorded  by 
Overcast  in  2000. 

The  tune  caught  the  ear 
of  Lonnie  Bell,  a  country 
music  DJ  in  Billings,  and 
Maurice  Deverill,  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Yellowstone 
County  Museum,  who 
thought  it  would  make  a 
dandy  state  lullaby,  but  needed  another  verse 
and  chorus.  Overcast  complied,  and  record¬ 
ed  the  new  version  as  a  single  in  December. 

Montana  already  has  a  state  song 
(“Montana”)  and  a  state  ballad  ("Montana 
Melody”).  The  designation  of  a  state  lullaby 
would  probably  make  it  the  most  officially 
tuneful  state  in  the  nation. 

“It  would  be  such  an  honor  to  have  a 
song  be  an  official  Montana  song,”  Overcast 
told  the  IR.  "I’m  humbled  by  that.” 

Visit  www.kenovercast.com  for  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  artist;  or  go  to  laws.leg.mt.gov/ 
pls/laws07/law0203w$.startup  for  details  on 
HB594. 


Ken  Overcast 


National  Folk  Fest  (from  page  1) 


Montana  Lullaby 

©  2000-2006  Bear  Valley  Music 

Lyrics  by  Ken  Overcast 

Music  by  Ken  Overcast  and  Wylie  Gustafson 

Verse  1 

The  sun's  sinkin'  low  in  the  west  and  1  know 
Another  day  on  the  range  has  gone  by 
Well  bed  down  the  strays,  we've  been 
gatherin'  all  day 
With  a  Montana  Lullaby 

Chorus  1 

In  my  blankets  at  night,  with  the  moon 
shinin'  bright 

Dreams  of  my  Jenny  drift  by 
Breakin'  of  dawn,  brings  the  meadowlark's 
song 

A  Montana  Lullaby 
Verse  2 

From  the  wide  rollin'  plains,  cross  the 
Rockies  blue  range 
Wherever  the  proud  eagle  flies 
A  lone  coyote  croons  to  a  full  lover's  moon 
A  Montana  Lullaby 

Chorus  2 

Jenny's  at  home,  waitin'  alone 
As  the  long  roundup  evenin's  drag  by 
The  wind  in  the  pines,  whispers  she's  mine 
With  a  Montana  Lullaby 


The  first  festival  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  MO, 
in  1934,  and  since  then,  it  has  traveled  to  25 
communities,  most  of  them  east  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  and  never  in  Montana. 

Organizers  chose  Butte  after  visiting  in 
March,  said  Julia  Olin,  the  council’s  executive 
director. 

“Butte  has  some  of  the  nicest,  friendliest 
people  I  have  ever  met,”  she  said.  "We  also  got 
this  sense  of  competent,  committed  people  who 
would  dig  in  and  do  the  hard  work  necessary  to 
pull  off  something  as  big  as  this.” 

Local  government  commitment  is  one  of  the 
selection  criteria;  the  Butte-Silver  Bow  Council 
of  Commissioners  granted  Mainstreet  Uptown 
Butte  $5,000  in  economic  development  mill- 
levy  money  to  help  pursue  the  festival. 

Another  criterion  is  the  participation  of  a  lo¬ 


cal  nonprofit  organization  with  a  good  reputation 
and  strong  promotional  capabilities,  and  Butte 
has  that  one  met  with  involvement  from  Main- 
street  and  other  organizations. 

“It’s  going  to  take  everybody  working 
together  in  a  new  way  to  bring  this  event  off 
successfully,”  Olin  said.  “We  believe  Butte  has 
the  right  stuff.” 

According  to  the  organizers'  website,  the 
host  community  must  also  be  able  to  accom¬ 
modate  four  to  seven  stages,  a  crafts  area,  ethnic 
food  sales,  and  parking  and  space  for  50,000  to 
75,000  people  per  day,  along  with  “the  means  to 
secure  electrical  service,  tents,  booths,  sanitary 
facilities,  trash  removal  and  other  physical  needs 
for  a  large  outdoor  event.”  Olin  said  the  focus  is 
on  music,  dance,  and  food,  while  also  highlight¬ 
ing  local  traditions,  customs  and  performers. 


The  China  Connection  (from  page  1) 


Sutton  became 
involved  in  the 
project  a  few  years 
ago,  when  he  was 
asked  to  assemble  a 
portfolio  of  works 
that  matched  the  ex¬ 
hibit’s  theme  of  re¬ 
flecting  the  region’s 
dramatic  physical 
scenery  and  culture. 

Matthews,  who  also 
visited  Missoula 
a  few  times  to  see 
paintings  in  person, 
took  photographs 
of  an  assortment  of  works  to  China.  "She  went 
through  the  images  with  them  and  they  identified 
which  ones  they  wanted  to  include,”  says  Sutton. 

The  final  roster  of  artists  includes  many  names 
familiar  to  Montanans:  Dana  Boussard,  Russell 
Chatham,  Julie  Chatman,  Dudley  Dana,  Monte 
Dolack,  Stephanie  Frostad,  R.  Tom  Gilleon. 
George  Gogas,  Daniel  Hole,  Gordon  McConnell, 
Robert  Moore,  Davi  Nelson,  Jaune  Quick  to  See 
Smith,  Neil  Patterson,  Kevin  Red  Star,  Theodore 
Waddell  and  Parvin  Zadetian.  Works  by  artists 
from  Arizona,  Colorado,  Utah,  Wyoming,  New 
Mexico,  Texas  and  Washington  were  part  of  the 
exhibit  as  well. 

The  opening  in  Beijing  drew  a  “whole  stage- 
full  of  dignitaries”  from  both  nations,  says  Sut¬ 
ton,  including  U.S.  Ambassador  Clark  T.  Randt, 
Jr.,  and  Zhao  Weisui,  Chinese  vice  minister  of 
culture.  In  addition  to  “Out  West,”  the  museum 
hosted  a  display  of  40  photographs  of  the  West 
by  National  Geographic  photographers,  and 


“Three  Hundred 
Years  of  American 
Painting”  from  the 
Guggenheim  Mu¬ 
seum. 

Movie  posters 
were  also  on  display, 
along  with  showings 
of  two  classic  west¬ 
erns.  “Stage  Coach” 
and  “High  Noon.” 

Sutton,  who  gave 
exhibit  tours  to 
the  Chinese  press, 
students  and  artists, 
says  few  people  he 
met  knew  where  Montana  was  and  most  “wanted 
to  know  more  about  the  West  and  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  ...  It  was  maybe  something  they’d  seen  in 
movies.” 

“This  exhibit,”  he  adds,  “is  really  from  the 
heartland.  I  believe  western  art  really  conveys  the 
spirit  of  America  the  most.  Much  of  our  history  is 
based  on  western  expansion  and  the  ideals  of  rug¬ 
ged  individualism  and  Manifest  Destiny.  It  was 
fun  to  try  to  express  that  idea.” 

Coming  from  a  culture  steeped  in  textile 
arts,  many  Chinese  were  intrigued  with  Dana 
Boussard's  work,  which  was  the  only  textile  piece 
in  the  show.  They  were  also  curious  about  the  his¬ 
tory  of  conflict  with  Native  Americans,  a  schism 
that  surfaces  in  the  works  of  Jaune  Quick  to  See 
Smith,  who  “talks  about  these  conflicts  in  an  open 
way.  It  was  good  to  have  images  there  that  reflect 
the  differences  between  cultures  within  our  own 
culture,”  says  Sutton. 


Opening  reception  for  “Out  West”  attracted  a  di¬ 
verse  crowd  to  the  National  Art  Museum  of  China. 


(Geoff  Sutton  photo) 


While  Butte  is  playing  host,  the  festival 
would  be  a  statewide  event,  celebrating  all 
aspects  of  Montana  and  the  West,  from  the 
American  Indian  cultures  to  the  cowboy  tradi¬ 
tions  and  everything  in  between. 

Olin  estimates  that  up  to  $1.4  million  must 
be  available  at  the  local,  state  and  national  lev¬ 
els  to  produce  the  festival,  but  said  the  event 
generates  millions  more  for  the  local  economy. 

The  festival  joins  Butte’s  St.  Patrick’s  Day 
in  March,  Evel  Knievel  Days  in  July  and  the 
An  Ri  Ra  Irish  festival  in  August.  The  folk  fes¬ 
tival  is  in  its  last  year  in  Richmond,  Va.,  where 
more  than  100,000  people  attended  in  2006. 

“I  promise  you  the  level  of  artistry  will  be 
stunning,”  Olin  said.  “The  National  Folk  Festi¬ 
val  showcases  the  best  our  nation  has  to  offer.” 


The  National  Art  Museum  of  China,  which 
is  currently  home  to  the  exhibit,  “Out 
West.”  (Geoff  Sutton  photo) 


“It  was  just  like  opening  a  big  window,”  he 
adds. 

Representatives  from  the  U.S.  were  also  intro¬ 
duced  to  Chinese  artists  during  a  studio  tour  in 
Beijing.  “There’s  a  very  contemporary  art  move¬ 
ment  in  Beijing,  very  cutting-edge,”  says  Sutton. 

He  returned  to  Missoula  with  a  sense  that  de¬ 
spite  vast  differences,  there  were  also  consider¬ 
able  similarities  between  the  two  world  powers. 
“It  was  just  great  that  Montana  artists  get  to  play 
on  the  big  world  stage,”  he  says. 

The  exhibit  visits  the  Silk  Road  cities  of 
Urumqi  and  Xi’an  and  other  venues  in  China 
before  returning  to  the  United  States. 
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Chautauqua 
to  tour  four 
towns  in 
July 

The  Eureka- 
based  Sunburst 
Foundation  will 
help  bring  New 
Olde  Time  Chau¬ 
tauqua's  “Big  Sky 
Vaudeville  Tour” 
to  several  com¬ 
munities  in  north¬ 
west  Montana  this 
July. 

Chautauqua 
is  a  non-profit 
organization, 
based  out  of  Port 
Townsend,  WA, 
whose  mission  is 
to  build  communi¬ 
ty  through  laugh¬ 
ter,  entertainment 
and  education. 
Together,  Sun¬ 
burst  Foundation 
and  Chautauqua 
will  present  work¬ 
shops  and  shows 
to  communities  in 
Poison,  Missoula, 
Eureka  and  Libby. 

This  marks 
the  first  time  that 
the  Sunburst 
Foundation  has 
sponsored  an 
arts-related  event 
outside  of  the  Eu¬ 
reka  community. 

The  “Big 
Sky  Vaudeville 
Tour”  includes 
everything  from 
comedy,  juggling 
and  tap  dancing, 
to  rope-spinning, 
cowgirls,  bubble¬ 
blowing,  poets 
and  magicians. 

The  Fighting 
Instruments  of 
Karma  Marching 
Chamber  Band/ 
Orchestra  ac¬ 
companies  each 
performance  with 
rousing  music, 
sound  effects  and 
wisecracks. 

For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact 
the  Sunburst 
Foundation  at 
406-297-0197 
or  mtsunburst@ 
yahoo.com. 
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Reprints: 

Two  books 
by  Welch 

W.W.  Norton 
and  Company 
recently  released 
new  paperback 
editions  of  Killing 
Custer  and  The 
Indian  Lawyer  by 
Missoula  writer 
James  Welch,  who 
died  in  2003. 

Killing  Custer: 
The  Battle  of  the 
Little  Bighorn  and 
the  Fate  of  the 
Plains  Indians 
offers  a  Native 
American  perspec¬ 
tive  on  the  famous 
battle:  “Enlighten¬ 
ing  ...  crisp  and 
vivid,”  wrote  the 
Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer. 

Welch’s  novel 
The  Indian  Lawyer 
tells  the  story  of 
Sylvester  Yellow 
Calf,  an  ex-bas- 
ketball  star  with  a 
burgeoning  career 
at  a  Helena  law 
firm  and  an  ap¬ 
pointment  on  the 
parole  board,  who 
has  set  his  sights 
on  Congress.  The 
Los  Angeles  Times 
Book  Review 
praised  it  as  “a 
brilliant  and  haunt¬ 
ing  book.”  Both 
were  released  in 
February  and  cost 
$14.95  each. 


A  Taste  Of  Heritage  Crow  Indian  Recipes 
and  Herbal  Medicines 
By  Alma  Hogan  Snell 

Published  July  2006  by  the  University  of  Nebraska 
Press,  Lincoln,  NE 
$17.95  softcover 

Pretty  Shield,  a  powerful  Crow  Indian  medicine 
woman,  taught  her  granddaughter,  Alma  Hogan 
Snell,  how  to  cook,  nurture  and  heal.  The  author 
(now  in  her  80s)  says  she  can  still  hear  her  grand¬ 
mother’s  voice:  “Don’t  forget  what  I  have  taught  you. 

Words  are  powerful.  Keep  them  in  your  heart  and  tell 
them  to  others  who  you  feel  will  benefit  from  them.” 

This  book  is  steeped  in  the  wisdom  of  these  two  _ 

Crow  grandmothers,  a  rich  repository  of  recipes, 

folklore  and  advice  for  living  and  healing.  Learn  how  to  identify,  harvest  and 
cook  such  delicacies  as  wild  turnips,  bitterroot,  gooseberries  and  rose  hips,  and 
transform  wild  plums  into  Indian  ketchup. 

Snell  tells  how  her  ancestors  prepared  each  part  of  the  buffalo  and  shares 
recipes  for  moose,  deer,  rabbit  and  even  beaver  tail.  She  reveals  how  to  make 


tea,  balms  and  tinctures  from  her  favorite  medicinal  plants;  offers  suggestions  for 
treating  snakebite;  and  supplies  beauty  tips  and  advice  for  attracting  a  mate. 

Snell,  who  lives  in  the  foothills  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains,  has  also  written 
Grandmother's  Grandchild:  My  Crow  Indian  Life. 


Honest  Horses  Wild  Horses  in  the  Great 
Basin 

By  Paula  Morin 

Published  2006  by  the  University  of  Nevada 
Press,  Reno,  NV 

$24.95  softcover;  $49.95  hardcover 

Photographer,  artist  and  oral  historian  Paula  Mo¬ 
rin  corrals  a  collection  of  interviews  into  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  look  at  the  complexities  swirling  around  the  wild 
horses  that  still  roam  the  West. 

Morin,  who  grew  up  in  Montana  and  now  resides 
in  Spokane,  began  photographing  wild  horses  nearly 
a  decade  ago  in  Nevada,  California,  Idaho  and 
Oregon.  Those  hand-tinted  black  and  white  images 
comprise  a  traveling  exhibit  titled  “Honest  Horses.” 

While  14  of  these  photographs  found  their  way  into  her  book,  the  emphasis 
here  is  on  62  interviews  with  what  she  calls  a  "grassroots  ensemble,”  that  explore 
the  significance,  meaning  and  impact  of  wild  horses  in  the  Great  Basin. 

By  intertwining  the  themes  of  horsemanship  and  stewardship  and  soliciting 
the  views  of  those  who  have  “worked  with  and  known  wild  horses  intimately,” 
Morin  hopes  “that  a  fresher  meaning,  truer  shape  and  deeper  appreciation  of  wild 
horses  in  the  Great  Basin  will  unfold  and  take  root.” 

In  a  Far  Country  The  True  Story  of  a 
Mission,  a  Marriage,  a  Murder,  and  the 
Remarkable  Reindeer  Rescue  of  1898 
By  John  Taliaferro 

Published  November  2006  by  PublicAffairs,  New 
York,  NY 
$26.95  hardcover 

John  Taliaferro,  a  former  senior  editor  at  News¬ 
week,  was  no  stranger  to  tales  of  survival  in  polar 
regions  when  he  found  an  account  of  the  reindeer- 
aided  rescue  of  200  icebound  whalers  while  perusing 
papers  from  William  McKinley’s  presidency.  The 
deeper  he  dug,  the  more  engrossing  the  story  -  espe¬ 
cially  when  he  began  to  study  the  role  of  Tom  Lopp. 

In  the  winter  of  1 897,  the  resourceful  missionary 
and  seven  Inuits  herded  nearly  400  reindeer  700  miles  north  to  feed  a  raggedy 
gang  of  ice-impounded  whalers  after  eight  ships  were  trapped  in  the  arctic  ice. 
Along  the  way,  a  far  warmer  tale  unfolds  about  the  rugged  yet  rewarding  life  of 
Lopp  and  his  spirited  wife  Ellen,  who  spent  a  dozen  years  living  and  teaching  in 
an  Eskimo  village  on  the  tundra. 

Taliaferro,  who  lives  in  Pray.  MT,  and  Austin,  TX,  has  also  written  books 
about  Mount  Rushmore,  Charlie  Russell  and  Edgar  Rice  Burroughs. 
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Letters  from  Home  Thoughts  to  Carry  with 

You  Upon  Leaving  the  Nest 
By  David  C.  Deavours 
Published  2006  by  EnDeavours  Publishing, 

Eureka,  MT 
$9.99  softcover 

David  Deavours  emulates  the  literary  tradition 
of  authors  from  Ben  Franklin  and  Thomas  Jefferson 
to  poets  like  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  and  Langston 
Hughes,  who  used  life  experiences  to  guide  young 
people  in  their  journey  through  life  in  his  book 
Letters  from  Home. 

Deavours,  who  resides  in  Eureka,  uses  memories 
of  growing  up  in  Tennessee  to  organize  the  chapters 
of  the  book  around  the  alphabet,  from  A  to  Z,  with 
categories  ranging  from  Adventure  and  Entertainment,  Adversities  and  Education, 
to  Relationships  and  even  Zany. 

The  author  says  that  the  incentive  to  write  the  book  was  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  his  desire  to  pass  on  wisdom  and  advice  gleaned  from  personal  experience  to 
his  own  son,  Stone.  Although  David’s  father  is  the  focus  of  most  of  the  guidance 
he  offers  in  the  book,  the  author  says  his  mother  also  had  a  strong  influence. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.endeavourspublishing.com. 

-  From  a  review  by  John  Astle.  author  of  Only  in  Butte  -  Stories  Off  the  Hill 


Chrysalis  Maria  Sibylla  Merian  and  the  Secrets 
of  Metamorphosis 
By  Kim  Todd 

Published  2007  by  Harcourt  Books,  Orlando,  FL 
$27  hardcover 

Missoula  author  Kim  Todd  presents  a  detailed 
portrait  of  the  life  of  a  remarkable  17th-century  artist 
and  self-taught  naturalist. 

Maria  Merian  was  an  amazing  scientist  who  studied 
insects  for  most  of  her  life,  first  as  a  child  in  the 
gardens  and  forests  around  her  home  in  Germany,  and 
later  in  the  rainforests  of  Surinam,  where  she  ventured 
at  the  age  of  52,  with  only  her  daughter  as  a  compan¬ 
ion.  Her  fascination  with  the  process  of  metamorphosis 
was  the  focus  of  her  studies  and  detailed  artworks. 

For  years,  Merian’s  work  was  not  taken  seriously  and  dismissed.  Was  it  because 
of  her  gender,  or  the  prevailing  sentiment  for  the  theory  of  spontaneous  generation 
of  species?  Regardless,  she  left  a  legacy  of  incredible  art  produced  as  a  result  of  her 
observations. 

She  was  also  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  ecology,  questioning  the  human  connec¬ 
tion  to  and  impact  on  the  natural  world.  As  Todd  so  gracefully  reveals,  she  lived  by 
the  words,  “Look  after  your  mother,  plant  trees,  see  for  yourself.” 

-  Judy  Shafter 

Montana  1911a  Professor  and  His 
Wife  Among  the  Blackfeet 
Edited  by  Mary  Eggermont-Molenaar 
Published  April  2006  by  the  University 
of  Nebraska  Press,  Lincoln,  NB 
$35  softcover 

Wilhelmina  Maria  Uhlenbeck-Mel- 
chior  spent  the  summer  of  191 1  on  the 
Blackfeet  Reservation  with  her  husband, 

Dutch  anthropologist  and  linguist  C.C. 

Uhlenbeck.  As  her  husband  went  about 
his  fieldwork,  she  kept  a  detailed  diary  of 
their  day-to-day  affairs,  translated  here  for  the  first  time  from  Dutch  into  English. 

Her  observations  offer  a  less  scholarly,  more  intimate  look  at  Blackfeet  life  a 
century  ago,  with  descriptions  of  the  people  they  visited,  the  interiors  of  their  tipis 
or  cabins  and  the  dances  and  ceremonies  that  they  attended.  At  the  same  time,  read¬ 
ers  get  a  sense  of  the  Uhlenbecks,  as  they  camp  with  the  Indians,  drink  tea,  play 
with  the  children,  tell  stories  and  hand  out  smokes  and  sweets. 

The  volume  also  includes  fascinating  photographs  taken  the  summer  before  by 
Uhlenbeck’s  graduate  student,  Jan  de  Josselin  de  Jong;  two  linguistic  works  result¬ 
ing  from  the  professor’s  stay  on  the  reservation;  two  articles  by  de  Josselin  de  Jong; 
and  essays  that  introduce  the  texts,  Uhlenbeck’s  linguist  work  and  the  Blackfeet 
mythology  recorded  by  Uhlenbeck. 

Make  a  “You”  Turn  Pivotal  Points  of 
Perspective 

By  Kim  Gibbs,  illustrated  by  Neal  Wiegert 
Published  2006  by  Stoneydale  Press  Publishing 
Company,  Stevensville,  MT 
$14.95  softcover 

“Life  is  a  breeze  when  the  road  is  smooth  -  sales 
are  up,  your  weight  is  down  and  both  socks  match,” 
writes  Stevensville  resident  Kim  Gibbs  in  Make  a 
"You”  Turn.  “But  what  happens  when  the  going  gets 
rough?” 

Gibbs,  a  member  of  the  Montana  Speakers  Network 
and  founder  of  Window  of  Opportunity  Seminars, 
shares  anecdotes  and  strategies  aimed  at  helping  read¬ 
ers  transform  obstacles  into  opportunities. 

Each  chapter  in  her  succinct  little  book  begins  with  embarrassing  incidents  from 
the  author’s  own  life  or  stories  of  other  people’s  struggles.  Each  engaging  anecdote 
emphasizes  a  particular  self-defeating  attitude  and  underscores  her  premise  that 
“experiences  either  define  us  or  refine  us.  We  choose.” 

Introspective  questions  at  the  close  of  each  chapter  help  readers  assess  their  own 
negative  thought  processes  -  and  chart  a  new,  more  positive  course  through  life. 

Discover  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 

A  Hiking  Guide 
By  Tom  Kotynski 

Published  2006  by  the  Great  Falls  Tribune,  Great 
Falls,  MT 
$9.95  softcover 

The  retired  associate  editor  of  the  Great  Falls  Tri¬ 
bune,  Tom  Kotynski,  has  spent  the  past  three  decades 
exploring  the  steep,  wild  terrain  that  marks  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  they  jut  out  of  the 
plains.  His  years  of  rambling  through  limestone  can¬ 
yons,  scrambling  up  peaks  and  fording  rivers  inform 
this  handy  guide  to  hikes  spanning  the  200-mile-long 
region  known  as  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front. 

Kotynski’s  book  lists  30  day  hikes,  with  detailed 
descriptions  on  how  to  find  the  trailhead,  distances,  difficulty  level,  side  trips  and 
maps  -  along  with  a  mix  of  engaging  anecdotes  (“if  the  devil  resides  here,  he's  got 
it  pretty  cushy,"  he  says  of  Devil’s  Glen  along  the  Dearborn  River),  photos  and  his¬ 
torical  and  geologic  tidbits.  He  also  lists  45  mountain  climbing  adventures,  a  dozen 
waterfalls  and  a  few  cross-country  skiing  and  snowshoeing  treks. 

Kotynski  knows  his  turf.  He  leads  hikes  for  the  Glacier  Mountaineering  Society 
and  Montana  Wilderness  Association  and  has  climbed  mountains  galore  in  Glacier 
National  Park,  the  Front  and  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  Complex. 


State  of  the  Arts  •  May/June  2007 


Three  Cups  Of  Tea  One  Man’s  Mission  to 
Promote  Peace ...  One  School  at  a  Time 
By  Greg  Mortenson  and  David  Oliver  Relin 
Published  2006  by  Penguin  Books,  New  York,  NY 
$15  softcover,  $25,95  hardcover 

Former  Bozeman  climber  Greg  Mortenson  first 
sampled  the  tea  of  the  book’s  title  (a  mix  of  green 
tea,  salt,  baking  soda  and  goat’s  milk,  seasoned  with 
a  sliver  of  aging,  rancid  yak  butter)  while  recovering 
in  the  tiny  village  of  Korphe  after  an  aborted  attempt 
to  climb  K2.  It  was  there,  while  watching  a  group  of 
82  children  kneel  on  the  frosty  ground  of  Pakistan’s 
Karakoram  and  scratch  multiplication  tables  in  the  dirt 
with  sharpened  sticks,  that  he  committed  to  building  a 
school  for  the  community  that  had  essentially  brought 
him  back  to  life. 

In  the  14  years  since,  Mortenson  has  built  55  schools  in  the  poorest  communi¬ 
ties  of  Pakistan  and  Afghanistan,  risking  his  life  over  and  over  to  bring  education 
and  hope  to  this  rugged,  beautiful  part  of  the  planet. 

His  inspiring  story,  written  with  Oregon  journalist  David  Oliver  Relin,  has 
consistently  been  on  the  New  York  Times  bestseller  list  -  and  has  earned  a  slug  of 
awards.  It  was  named  Asian  Book  of  the  Year  by  Time  magazine,  and  won  a  book 
award  from  the  Pacific  Northwest  Booksellers  Association  and  the  Kiriyama  Prize 
for  non-fiction.  It  was  also  a  finalist  for  a  Banff  Book  Award  and  is  one  of  the 
Montana  Book  Award  honor  books. 

Intelligent  Life  in  the  Classroom 

Smart  Kids  and  Their  Teachers 
By  Karen  L.J.  Isaacson  and  Tamara  J.  Fisher 
Published  2007  by  Great  Potential  Press, 

Scottsdale,  Arizona 
$16.95  softcover 

Karen  Isaacson  and  Tamara  Fisher,  movers  and 
shakers  in  the  world  of  gifted  and  talented  education, 
offer  numerous  examples  of  identifying  and  coping 
with  the  unique  mindset  of  the  gifted  and  talented 
school-age  child.  These  real-life  stories  illustrate  how 
the  best-laid  lesson  plans  can  be  tossed  aside  and 
spontaneous  activity  initiated  by  these  bright  students. 

Isaacson  is  the  mother  of  five  GT  children  and 
author  of  Raisin  ’  Brains :  Surviving  My  Smart  Family. 

Fisher,  a  GT  K-12  specialist  in  Poison,  is  a  respected  and  innovative  educator 
and  public  speaker.  Their  enthusiasm  for  inspiring  curiosity  and  elevated  learning 
opportunities  sounds  loud  and  clear.  Among  their  tips,  they  advise  educators  to 
maintain  a  healthy  sense  of  humor  because  it  is  your  best  weapon  AND  your  best 
tool  in  the  classroom. 

After  reading  this  book,  I  wondered,  how  can  we  clone  these  two  women?  We 
need  more  like  them.  Parents,  teachers  and  counselors  will  find  inspiration  for  im¬ 
provements  at  all  classroom  levels  in  this  well-crafted,  thoroughly  researched  book. 

-  Judy  Shafter 

Goldpans,  Guns,  and  Grit 

Diamond  City  from  Territorial  Gold  Rush  to 
Montana  Ghost  Town 

By  Kelly  Flynn,  with  research  by  Mike  Collins 
Published  2006  by  Hidden  Hollow  Hideaway  Cattle 
and  Guest  Ranch  in  Townsend,  MT 
$39.95  hardcover 

Curiosity  about  his  family’s  roots  led  Kelly  Flynn, 
a  rancher  and  outfitter  near  Townsend,  to  delve  into 
the  history  of  Diamond  City  and  Confederate  Gulch 
with  local  prospector  and  Forest  Service  employee 
Mike  Collins. 

In  a  project  that  morphed  from  two  years  to  15, 
they  pieced  together  the  story  of  one  of  the  West’s  richest  gold  strikes  through 
legal  documents,  letters,  diaries,  newspaper  accounts  and  interviews. 

Flynn  calls  the  resulting  book  “a  collage”  that  captures  the  short,  vibrant  and 
somewhat  violent  history  of  a  town  bom  the  same  year  as  Montana  Territory 
-  1864.  Located  just  35  miles  from  Helena,  Diamond  City  quickly  became  the 
territory’s  third  largest  boom  town,  and  for  a  brief  interlude,  its  richest.  But  within 
just  five  years,  the  town  began  to  fade  (along  with  its  vein  of  gold). 

With  a  tenacity  that  would  have  impressed  their  forebears,  Flynn  and  Collins 
have  added  another  chapter  to  the  rich  history  of  Montana's  early  years. 

Flames  and  Courage  Saga  of  the  1910  Fires 
By  Helen  Meadows  and  Sandra  Gubel,  Illustrated 
by  Marjorie  Griffin 

Published  November  2006  by  Stoneydale  Press 
Publishing  Company,  Stevensville,  MT 
$19.95  softcover 

The  forest  fires  that  raged  through  western  Mon¬ 
tana  and  the  Idaho  Panhandle  in  1910  scorched  an  area 
260  miles  long  and  200  miles  wide,  and  killed  at  least 
85  people.  Three  Clark  Fork  Valley  residents  teamed 
up  to  offer  a  local  perspective  on  the  conflagration 
that’s  tailored  to  young  readers. 

The  authors  tell  the  story  of  that  summer  through 
the  eyes  of  a  local  girl,  Angie  Thompson,  whose  family  survived  the  fire,  as  well 
as  through  vignettes  from  homesteaders  and  townsfolk.  Flames  and  Courage  also 
provides  an  overview  of  life  in  1910  and  explores  the  beginnings  of  the  Forest 
Service,  the  role  of  the  railroad,  and  the  legacy  of  those  devastating  fires. 

In  addition  to  the  engaging  and  dramatic  storyline,  Maijorie  Griffin’s  illustra¬ 
tions  give  vitality  and  personality  to  the  account,  which  brings  local  history  to  life 
for  a  new  generation  of  readers. 


Streams  of  Consciousness  Hip-Deep 

Dispatches  from  the  River  of  Life 
By  Jeff  Hull 

Published  2007  by  Lyons  Press,  Guilford,  CT 
$19.95  hardcover 

Missoula  writer  Jeff  Hull  skewers  each  story  in  this 
fine  collection  of  fishing  essays  with  sharp  little  blades 
of  honesty.  While  fishing  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation, 
he  ruminates  on  his  sense  of  awkwardness,  that  maybe 
he’s  not  welcome  there.  “I  feel  a  little  afraid.  I’m  not 
proud  of  it,  but  to  deny  it  in  deference  to  political  cor¬ 
rectness  seems  to  be  as  wrong  as  running  away  from 
that  fear  and  hiding  in  the  vast,  Indianless  expanses  of 
our  white  country.” 

In  his  paean  to  “Saint  Juice,”  his  aging  Labra¬ 
dor,  he  talks  about  his  own  runaway  rage,  and  how  he  sometimes  took  it  out  on 
his  stubborn  dog.  “No  matter  how  many  times  I  act  badly,  he’ll  give  me  another 
chance.  He  will  teach  me  just  how  far  away  from  patience  I  really  am  . ..” 

The  fishing  is  good  too,  with  the  author  angling  from  Montana’s  streams  and 
lakes,  to  the  coastal  waters  of  Connecticut,  Patagonia,  Beliz  and  the  Tuamotus. 

The  author,  who  teaches  magazine  writing  at  The  University  of  Montana,  also 
wrote  the  novel,  Pale  Morning  Done. 

The  Cat  That  Wanted  Out 

Written  by  Diane  Fredel-Weis  and  illustrated 
by  R.  Tom  Gilleon 

Published  2006  by  Xlibris  Corporation, 

Philadelphia,  PA 

$18.99  softcover;  $24.99  hardcover 

Peaches  is  an  indoor  cat  who  simply  wants 
out  in  this  colorful  collaboration  between 
award-winning  screenwriter  Diane  Fredel-Weis 
and  Montana  artist,  illustrator  and  Disney  art 
consultant  R.  Tom  Gilleon. 

Fredel-Weis  aptly  describes  her  first  book 
for  young  readers  as  “text  light  but  story  strong.”  Gilleon ’s  sumptuous  illustrations 
capture  the  cat’s  yearning  for  the  big  world  she  sees  outside  her  window  and  smells 
on  the  paws  of  Ralph  the  dog.  But  when  she  finally  escapes,  the  world  is  more 
dangerous  than  she  expected.  She  meets  a  big  dog  with  pointy  teeth,  the  neighbor’s 
hose,  a  skateboard,  and  finally  ...  the  challenge  of  getting  back  in. 

Gilleon,  who  lives  with  his  family  in  Cascade,  was  an  illustrator  for  NASA’s 
Apollo  program  and  worked  for  many  years  as  a  designer  and  illustrator  for  the 
Walt  Disney  Company.  He  deftly  portrays  the  travails  and  triumphs  of  Peaches  in  a 
story  that  tykes  are  sure  to  ask  for  again  and  again. 

The  Old  Lonesome 

By  Carol  Benson 

Published  August  2006  by  Farcountry  Press, 

Helena,  MT 
$14  softcover 

Carol  Benson,  who  grew  up  in  Plentywood,  evokes 
the  complexities  and  pleasures  of  small-town  life 
during  the  1950s  in  her  first  book.  The  narrator,  Junior, 
and  her  two  older  sisters  -  Vinny  and  Alex  -  meet 
rattlesnakes  (or  at  least  some  desiccated  carcasses) 
on  Gramp  Walt’s  homestead  (dubbed  the  Old  Lone¬ 
some  for  its  remote  setting  in  the  northeastern  corner 
of  Montana);  enjoy  first  kisses  and  excursions  to  the 
local  swimming  hole;  ride  out  a  ferocious  blizzard  in 
the  front  seat  of  the  family  Chevy;  and  contemplate  sin 
and  redemption  under  the  tutelage  of  a  formidable  Lutheran  Sunday  school  teacher. 

With  a  vivid  eye  for  detail,  Benson  captures  the  blissful  innocence  of  childhood 
and  the  spare  beauty  of  the  northern  plains.  But  that  innocence  is  undermined  as 
the  girls’  father  -  a  charming,  handsome  hometown  boy  who  is  elected  county  at¬ 
torney  -  gradually  succumbs  to  alcoholism. 

“These  are  people  we  sprang  from,”  says  author  William  Kittredge.  “Know 
them  as  Carol  Benson  does  and  you'll  be  on  your  way  to  understanding  an  increas¬ 
ingly  important  strand  in  our  national  culture.” 

Watchable  Birds  of  the  Black  Hills,  Badlands, 
and  Northern  Great  Plains 
By  Jan  L.  Wassink 

Published  in  2006  by  Mountain  Press  Publishing 
Company,  Missoula,  MT 
$22  softcover 

Spring  brings  a  flurry  of  flying  things  to  northern 
skies,  and  Jan  Wassink’s  book  -  filled  with  257  color 
photographs  -  offers  a  handy  guide  to  these  feathered 
friends. 

In  an  area  that’s  bursting  with  birdlife,  the  author 
chose  to  focus  on  82  species  “most  apt  to  be  seen 
by  beginning  birders,”  and  offers  photos  and  brief 
descriptions  of  71  similar  species  and  tips  for  dis¬ 
tinguishing  them  in  the  field.  In  addition  to  detailed 
descriptions,  the  book  chronicles  mating  and  nesting  behaviors,  food-gathering 
characteristics  and  habitat. 

Leam  fascinating  little  tidbits  about  some  of  our  most  familiar  avian  compan¬ 
ions.  Mountain  bluebirds,  for  example,  often  raise  two  broods  a  year,  and  the  first 
batch  of  youngsters  has  been  known  to  help  feed  the  next  crew;  and  American 
white  pelicans  employ  their  pouches  to  catch  fish  and  keep  cool. 

Wassink,  a  Kalispell  resident  who  has  photographed  wildlife  for  more  than  30 
years,  has  written  two  other  birding  books  for  Mountain  Press,  plus  Mammals  of 
the  Central  Rockies  and  Idaho  Wildlife. 


Send  us 
book  ideas 

Two  Helena 
publishing  com¬ 
panies  welcome 
book  ideas. 

Farcountry 
Press  invites 
writers,  photogra¬ 
phers,  and  illustra¬ 
tors  to  submit  their 
book  ideas  for 
consideration. 

Farcountry  pub¬ 
lishes  books  on 
regional  popular 
history,  natural 
history  and  na¬ 
tional  parks  for  a 
general  audience 
and  for  children. 
The  company 
also  publishes 
color  photography 
books  on  regions, 
states,  cities  and 
national  parks,  but 
generally  does  not 
publish  poetry  or 
fiction. 

Please  send 
book  proposals  to: 
Acquisitions,  PO 
Box  5630,  Helena, 
MT  59604.  Include 
a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope 
or  your  materials 
will  not  be  re¬ 
turned,  and  do  not 
send  original  art 
or  photographs. 
For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  visit  www.far 
countrypress.com. 

Riverbend 
Publishing  also 
welcomes  book 
proposals  about 
Montana  and  the 
West.  The  com¬ 
pany  publishes 
award-winning 
books  on  regional 
history,  natural 
history,  photogra¬ 
phy  and  Glacier 
and  Yellowstone 
national  parks, 
plus  cookbooks 
and  fiction. 

Send  proposals 
to  Editor,  River- 
bend  Publish¬ 
ing,  PO  Box 
5833,  Helena, 

MT  59604.  Visit 
www.  riverbend 
publishing.com 
for  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the 
company. 


State  of  the  Arts  •  May/June  2007 


8 


Singers 
gather  for 
Choral  Week 
Musikanten 

Montana 
hosts  its  fourth 
annual  Helena 
Choral  Week, 

June  25-30. 

The  event 
includes  free  mini- 
concerts  at  the 
Myrna  Loy  Center 
at  12:15  p.m.  daily 
(Wednesday  at  St. 
Peter’s  Episcopal 
Cathedral):  and 
sight-singing  and 
choral  technique 
classes  and  voice 
lessons  (open 
enrollment  to  all). 

The  audi¬ 
tioned  festival 
choir  rehearses 
evenings,  with  a 
final  concert  at 
8  p.m.  June  30  at 
St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church 
(admission  is 
$12). 

Distinguished 
guest  artists 
include  sopranos 
Evanne  Browne 
and  Rochelle 
Zuroff,  mezzo- 
soprano  Marjorie 
Bunday,  and 
baritone  Charles 
Elliott.  This  year’s 
festival  features 
Haydn’s  ‘Teresa 
Mass”  with  cham¬ 
ber  orchestra 
and  a  cappella 
American  works, 
in  preparation  for 
Musikanten  Mon¬ 
tana’s  fall  concert 
tour  to  Buenos 
Aires. 

Call  director 
Kerry  Krebill  at 
406-933-5246 
for  Choral  Week 
information  and 
enrollment. 
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Alan  Lane  Band:  Shoot  the  Moon 

Mixed,  arranged  and  produced  by  Frank 
Chiaverini  and  Alan  Lane  in  2006  at 
Northwest  Music,  Troy,  MT 

The  latest  CD  from  Troy’s  Alan  Lane  and 
company  features  a  bevy  of  terrific  covers  and 
one  Lane  original,  performed  by  the  band  and  a 
talented  cast  of 
guests. 

Kentucky- 
bom  and  raised 
Lane  moved 
to  Montana  35 
years  ago  to  saw 
logs  and  play 
music.  The  for¬ 
mer  cost  him  a 
guitar  arm  in  an 
accident.  Lane 
bounced  back,  designed  an  adaptive  device  for 
strumming,  and  began  acquiring  a  huge  local 
following  that  appreciated  his  songwriting  skills 
and  distinctive,  corrugated-iron  voice. 

Evoking  shades  of  Greg  Brown,  Tom  Waits 
and  John  Prine,  Lane  pays  homage  by  recording 
some  of  their  tunes.  Brown’s  folky  “Out  in  the 
Country,”  Waits’s  steamy  and  decidedly  un¬ 
tangoed  "Tango  Til  They're  Sore”  and  Prine’s 
“Clocks  and  Spoons”  (“Shoot  the  moon  right 
between  the  eyes”)  fill  the  bill. 

Then  there’s  an  odd,  giddyup  interpretation 
of  the  traditional  “The  Cuckoo,”  all  rumbly- 
voiced  and  sporting  a  cool  fiddle  and  bass  riff 
between  verses.  The  children’s  song  “Teddy 
Bear’s  Picnic”  is  downy  and  skewed,  re¬ 
plete  with  run-amok  dining  noises  (“Pass  the 
sheep!”).  The  tick-tock  of  guitar  and  bass  and 
skwa-wa-a-a  of  harmonica  drive  the  Robert 
Johnson  blues  diamond  “Love  in  Vain.” 

There’s  more  good  stuff.  Bob  Dylan’s  “Man 
in  the  Long  Black  Coat”  sizzles  with  ghostly 
dobro  and  Lane’s  dark  and  cavernous  vocals. 
“Coquette"  has  a  hip-swingin’  Professor  Long¬ 
hair  style  and  sassy  tuba  accompaniment,  and 
"Mississippi  Delta  Blues”  is  N’AwIins  all  the 
way,  with  marching  bass  drum  and  wacky,  blat- 
ting  trombone. 

There's  something  for  everyone  here;  oodles 
of  great  sounds,  precisely  engineered. 

Visit  the  fellows  at  www.alanlane.home- 
stead.com. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 

Tyler  Burnett:  There  You  Go 

Recorded  live  in  2006  by  Tyler  Burnett  at 
Dump  Studios,  Billings,  MT;  mixed  and 
mastered  by  Sean  Lynch  at  Studio  712  in 
Billings 

One  of  Billings’  favorite  bands  took  its  name 
from  the  middle  names  of  MEMBERS  Stephen 
Tyler  Brown 
and  Parker  Bur¬ 
nett  Brown.  The 
two  musical 
friends  are  both 
sons  of  differ¬ 
ent  Bob  Browns 
-  musicians 
themselves  who 
have  decades- 
deep  roots  in 
the  Billings  mu¬ 
sic  scene. 

Steve  Brown’s  dad,  bassist  Bob,  and 
drummer  Pat  Rogers,  initially  joined  the  two 
19-year-old  guitarists  to  play  rockin’  blues  and 
soul.  The  band  eventually  included  Matt  Rog¬ 
ers,  the  even  younger  son  of  Pat,  on  impressive 
lead  guitar.  Parker  Brown’s  dad,  guitarist  Bob, 
visited  from  Idaho  two  years  in  a  row  to  join 
the  band  on  the  main  stage  at  Magic  City  Blues. 

Now  that  the  introductions  are  out  of  the 
way,  fast  forward  to  2006,  with  the  two  sons 
of  the  Bob  Browns  paired  with  drummer  Pat 


Epley,  formerly  of  Billings  psychedelic  instru¬ 
mentalists  Loopian  Zu.  Steve  Brown  is  still 
lead  singer,  but  has  switched  to  bass,  while 
Parker  Brown  handles  guitar  duties  and  vocal 
harmonies. 

All  but  one  track  were  recorded  live  (with  a 
few  overdubs)  in  the  misleadingly  titled  Dump 
Studios  of  Steve’s  dad,  bassist  Bob.  That  one 
track,  “Love  Something,”  was  originally  re¬ 
corded  in  Nashville  for  a  compilation  CD.  Other 
than  the  added  fullness  of  an  organ,  it  fits  right 
in  with  the  newer  tracks. 

Instead  of  sticking  to  the  blues  format  they 
know  so  well,  the  Tyler  Burnett  trio  has  devel¬ 
oped  a  sound  that  draws  from  some  of  their 
favorite  influences,  ranging  from  Van  Mor¬ 
rison  and  Peter  Green-era  Fleetwood  Mac  to 
Tom  Petty  -  kind  of  a  blues/soul/country/rock 
mix.  Standout  tracks  include  the  jazzy  “Make 
Believe,”  the  rollicking  “Jealousy,”  which 
wouldn’t  sound  out  of  place  on  a  Tom  Petty- 
back,  Robert  Cray  feel. 

The  CD  comes  in  a  simple  cardboard  sleeve, 
but  lyrics  to  all  the  songs  can  be  found  at  their 
official  website,  www.TylerBumett.com,  along 
with  a  touring  schedule.  Their  MySpace  page  is 
only  a  hyperlink  away  and  will  reward  you  with 
a  few  newer  tracks  from  the  soon-to-be-released 
follow-up  EP,  revealing  a  growing  talent  for 
songwriting. 

-  Scott  Prinzing 

The  Crested  Hens:  The  Crested 
Hens,  2006 

Produced  and  recorded  by  Mike  and  Tari 

Conroy  at  Conroy  Digital  Sound  Studio, 

Conner,  MT 

In  a  panic  to  find  a  name,  the  talented  Bitter¬ 
root  Valley  Celtic  band  of  five  women  musi¬ 
cians  and  one  “rooster,”  pluralized  the  title  of 
their  favorite 
slow  tune,  and 
became  “The 
Crested  Hens.” 

The  group 
began  in  the  fall 
of  2003,  play¬ 
ing  after-hours 
jam  sessions  at 
Chapter  One 
Book  Store  in 
Hamilton.  They 
decided  that  public  performances  were  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  growing  legions  of  fans  that  didn't 
want  to  leave  the  store  at  closing  time. 

Since  then,  they  have  played  at  many  venues 
in  the  region,  packing  them  in,  especially  on 
St.  Patrick’s  Day.  Outdoor  appearances  include 
the  Hamilton  Farmer’s  Market  and  the  Tuesday 
at  Twelve  concert  series  in  Legion  Park.  They 
retreat  indoors  each  winter,  to  venues  like  the 
Hamilton  Playhouse  for  a  Christmas  concert 
with  the  Montana  A  Cappella  Society. 

The  variety  of  instruments  played  on  their 
debut  CD  ensures  that  the  14  tracks  don’t  get 
monotonous,  with  Jill  Davies  on  guitar,  banjo 
and  penny  whistle;  Jean  Matthews,  flute  and 
penny  whistle;  Jane  Shigley,  Celtic  and  concert 
harps;  Valerie  Sim,  fiddle  and  penny  whistle; 
and  Teri  Vore,  fiddle  and  dulcimer.  Kevin 
Keskeny,  the  token  rooster  among  the  Hens, 
provides  the  rhythm  on  the  Celtic  drum,  the 
bodhran,  as  well  as  spoons  and  bones. 

From  familiar  jigs  and  reels  (“Whiskey 
Before  Breakfast,”  “Star  of  Munster,”  “Tem¬ 
perance  Reel”)  to  ballads  (like  their  namesake 
“Crested  Hen”)  and  polkas  (“Dennis  Murphy’s” 
and  “Ballydesmond  Polka”),  the  Crested  Hens 
combine  medleys  of  two  or  three  to  create  a 
fresh  listening  experience  for  traditional  music 
of  the  Emerald  Isle. 

Visit  hens.freeshell.org  for  more  on  the  band. 

-  Scott  Prinzing 


Nat  Kendall  Presents:  Lovers  and 
Ghosts 

Recorded,  produced  and  arranged  by  Nat 

Kendall  and  Cy  Ducharme  at  Nat’s  studio 

in  Bozeman,  MT,  2006 

Bozeman  musician  and  Eightrack  Mind 
member  Nat  Kendall  has  released  what  he  calls 
a  side  project,  under  the  umbrella  "Nat  Kendall 
Presents.”  This 
series  of  col¬ 
laborations  is  to 
“showcase  some 
of  my  favorite 
musicians  and 
people  I  work 
with  well,”  says 
Kendall. 

The  inaugu¬ 
ral  partnership 
is  with  Minne¬ 
apolis  songwriter  Cy  Ducharme,  who  co-wrote 
and  arranged  these  seven  originals;  Kendall 
calls  Ducharme  “a  brilliant  songwriter  in  terms 
of  chorus,  guitar  work  and  themes.” 

The  two  met  several  years  ago  in  Bozeman 
and  struck  up  a  creative  friendship  that,  thanks 
to  the  incubating  festival  known  as  HATCH- 
fest  and  its  mentoring  program,  led  to  this  EP 
release.  Guests  include  Headnodic  on  bass  and 
Maulskull  (of  Illsauce  fame),  who  provides 
“scratches  and  other  oddities.” 

The  tunes  range  from  the  ominous  radio 
chatter,  wispy  guitar  intro  and  stutter-step  drum 
slaps  of  “Stormy  Introduction,”  to  “Think 
About  That,”  with  its  soft-rock,  Dave  Matthews 
beginning  that  morphs  into  street-wise  rapping, 
to  the  jazzy  “Still  Here.”  “Lovers  and  Ghosts” 
is  sweet,  echoing  with  a  rock-steady  sensibility 
and  cascading  lyrics. 

Inventive  juxtaposition  of  content,  cool  voic¬ 
es,  and  great  instrumental  riffs  fuel  these  pieces. 
Oh,  and  excellent  production.  It’s  no  wonder 
-  Kendall  produced  music  for  a  Sony  Erickson 
cell-phone  commercial  and  the  commercial  for 
HATCHfest  2006. 

Visit  him  at  www.natkendall.com. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 

Pam  Leisinger:  The  Flow  of  Life 

Recorded  at  Cougar  Canyon  Studio,  Woods 

Bay,  MT,  and  produced  in  2007  by  Lars 

Pointer  and  Pam  and  C.R.  Leisinger 

Bigfork  singer  and  guitar  player  Pam 
Leisinger  says  her  new  CD  has  been  a  life¬ 
long  dream.  It’s  come  true  on  this  13-song 
album  featuring 
originals  by 
Leisinger  and 
tunes  written  by 
others.  Musi¬ 
cians  joining 
her  are  her 
sons,  Doug  on 
drums  and  C.R. 
on  guitars,  and 
guests  Doyle 
Wells,  Roy  Wil¬ 
helm,  Timothy  Hay,  Jimmy  Christensen,  and 
Leisinger's  mother,  Shirley  Gastel  (background 
vocal  on  “I’ll  Fly  Away.”) 

Leisinger’s  authentic  country  warble  gives 
this  collection  a  gospel-tinged  flavor.  I  hear 
Emmylou  Harris  and  Kathy  Mattea,  among 
others,  in  her  clear  soprano  voice.  She  has  a 
straightforward  and  heartfelt  style,  particularly 
on  the  traditional  “The  Love  of  God,”  and  the 
old-timey  “I’ll  Fly  Away,”  and  ends  the  album 
with  a  solo  of  “Amazing  Grace.” 

Leisinger  sings  lead  and  background  vocals 
a  lot,  a  novel  effect.  Listen  to  Rodney  Crowell’s 
“Till  I  Gain  Control  Again.” 

Leisinger’s  own  songs  include  the  bluesy 
“Bumin'  Up  the  Road”  (“wanna  get  home  to 
the  Big  Sky  state...”),  and  the  Mexican-styled 
“Let’s  Make  a  Getaway.”  Covers  include  a 
slow  and  sleepy  “Help  Me  Make  It  through  the 
Night,”  and  a  light-rock  version  of  “Angel  of 
the  Morning.” 

Leisinger  has  dedicated  this  album  to  her 
late  father,  who  was  “always  ready  to  listen  to 
me  sing.”  Surely  he’s  thrilled  to  be  hearing  her 
now. 

-  Mariss  McTucker 
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Poetry  Out  Loud 


Students  compete  in  Montana's  recitation  finals 


Ht 


Second  place  winner  is  Jana  Barros, 
Helena  High  School  (above)  and  Jen¬ 
nifer  Turk,  Joliet  High  School  (right) 
took  third  place. 


Poetry  Out  Loud  semi-finalists  were:  Front  Row  (sitting)  Emily  Adamson,  Mistress  of 
Ceremony,  and  Jordan  Bartz,  Master  of  Ceremony,  from  Helena  High  School.  Second  Row: 
Kayla  Ketterling,  Joliet  High  School;  Alina  Popescu,  Moore  High  School;  and  Kait  Ramsey, 
Belt  High  School.  Third  Row:  Jennifer  Turk,  Joliet  High  School;  Jana  Barros,  Helena  High 
School;  Merrilee  Mullet,  Lustre  Christian  High  School,  Fraser;  and  Lucinda  Selvidge,  Sheri¬ 
dan  High  School.  Fourth  Row:  Jake  Davis,  Flathead  High  School,  Kalispell;  Kaleob  Palmer, 
Butte  High  School;  and  Tennison  Coughlan,  Belt  High  School.  Back  Row:  Christoper 
Kostelecky,  North  Star  High  School,  Rudyard;  Danny  Ray  and  Austin  Smith,  Valley  Christian 
High  School,  Missoula;  Jake  Rivers,  Helena  High  School;  Jourdon  Han,  North  Star  High 
School,  Rudyard;  Geoff  Andras  and  Dustin  Gribble,  Sweet  Grass  High  School,  Big  Timber; 
Daisy  Garverich,  Butte  High  School;  Josh  Kelly,  Flathead  High  School,  Kalispell;  Michaeline 
Sweeney,  Lustre  Christian  High  School,  Fraser;  and  Joel  Buyan,  Sheridan  High  School. 


Emily  Adamson  was  Mistress  of  Ceremony;  Margaret 
Belisle  is  the  Poetry  Out  Loud  manager  for  Montana;  and 
Jordan  Bartz  was  Master  of  Ceremony  (all  three  are  from 
Helena  High  School). 


Poetry  Out  Loud  finalists,  with  representatives  from  the 
Montana  Arts  Council  and  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
were  (front  row):  Andi  Mathis,  state  and  regional  NEA  special¬ 
ist;  Josh  Kelly,  Flathead  High  School,  Kalispell;  and  Danny 
Ray,  Valley  Christian  High  School,  Missoula.  Back  Row:  Arni 
Fishbaugh,  MAC  executive  director;  Jennifer  Turk,  Joliet  High 
School;  Jake  Rivers,  Helena  High  School;  Daisy  Garverich, 
Butte  High  School;  Austin  Smith,  Valley  Christian  High  School, 
Missoula;  Christoper  Kostelecky,  North  Star  High  School, 
Rudyard;  Beck  McLaughlin,  MAC  education  director;  Jana  Bar¬ 
ros,  Helena  High  School;  and  Margaret  Belisle,  Montana  POL 
manager  and  English  teacher  at  Helena  High  School. 


The  Poetry  Out  Loud  champion  for  Montana  is  Josh  Kelly, 
Flathead  High  School,  Kalispell. 


By  Margaret  Belisle 

Montana  Poetry  Out  Loud  Manager 

The  Montana  finals  for  the  “Poetry 
Out  Loud:  National  Recitation  Com¬ 
petition”  were  held  March  1 0  at  the 
Myrna  Loy  Center  in  Helena.  Eleven 
schools  from  across  Montana  were 
represented. 

Each  school  sent  two  champions 
who  competed  in  a  semi-final  round, 
reciting  two  poems  from  memory.  The 
final  eight  recited  a  third  poem  in  the 
afternoon  round.  The  poems  are  chosen 
from  a  bank  of  500  classic  and  contem¬ 
porary  selections. 

The  winner  was  Josh  Kelly  from 
Flathead  High  School  in  Kalispell 
(“Dulce  et  Decorum  Est”  by  Wilfred 
Owen);  second  place  was  Jana  Barros 
from  Helena  High  School;  and  third  place  went 
to  Jennifer  Turk  from  Joliet  High  School. 

Josh  received  $200  and  will  travel  to  Wash¬ 
ington.  DC.  April  29  to  compete  in  the  national 
finals.  Josh’s  school  will  receive  a  $500  stipend 
for  the  purchase  of  poetry  books. 

Missoula  poet  Mark  Gibbons,  and  Randy 
Rieman,  who  recites  traditional  and  contempo¬ 
rary  poetry,  gave  crowd-pleasing  performances 
of  their  work. 

Andi  Mathis,  state  and  regional  specialist 
at  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  and 
Cassin  LaFountaine,  last  year’s  state  champion, 
announced  the  winners. 


Helena  High  School  seniors  Jordan  Bartz  and 
Emily  Adamson  entertained  between  perform¬ 
ers.  Chris  Friestadt,  a  senior  at  Helena  High, 
provided  a  musical  interlude  with  his  magical 
violin. 

The  first  round  judges  were  D. Seymour- Win- 
terburn,  Vernon  Wright,  Cassin  LaFountaine 
and  Sidney  Burgess.  The  final  round  was  judged 
by  Mark  Gibbons,  Randy  Rieman  and  Dorothy 
Harper. 

Accuracy,  prompters  and  tally  judges  were 
Greg  Wald,  Jean  O’Connor.  Toni  Person,  Aaron 
Siemenski,  Marianne  Schadt  and  Denis  Burke. 
Kim  Loving,  a  senior  at  Helena  High,  designed 
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the  cover  for  the  event’s  program,  “El¬ 
ephants  and  Poetry.” 

Students  participating  in  the  state 
finals  of  “Poetry  Out  Loud:  National 
Recitation  Contest”  were: 

•  Josh  Kelly  and  Jake  Davis  from 
Flathead  High  School,  Kalispell; 

•  Jake  Rivers  and  Jana  Barros  from 
Helena  High  School; 

•  Kait  Ramsey  and  Tennison  Cough¬ 
lan  from  Belt  High  School; 

•  Daisy  Garverich  and  Kaleob  Palmer 
from  Butte  High  School; 

•  Kayla  Ketterling  and  Jennifer  Turk 
from  Joliet  High  School; 

•  Merrilee  Mullet  and  Michaeline 
Sweeney  from  Lustre 

Christian  High  School, 

Fraser; 


•  Alina  Popescu  from  Moore 
High  School; 

•  Christoper  Kostelecky  and 
Jourdon  Han  from  North  Star  High 
School,  Rudyard; 

•  Joel  Buyan  and  Lucinda  Sel¬ 
vidge  from  Sheridan  High  School; 

•  Geoff  Andras  and  Dustin 
Gribble  from  Sweet  Grass  High 
School,  Big  Timber;  and 

•  Austin  Smith  and  Danny  Ray 
from  Valley  Christian  High  School, 
Missoula. 


Poetry  Out  Loud 

National  Recitation  Contest. 


Kim  Loving,  a  senior  at  Helena  High, 
cover  for  the  event’s  program,  “Elephants  and  Poetry.” 
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Awards 
available 
for  young 
artists 

The  National 
Foundation  for 
Advancement  in 
the  Arts  is  look¬ 
ing  for  talented 
young  artists  in 
all  disciplines  of 
the  performing, 
literary  and  visual 
arts. 

NFAA’s  young- 
ARTS  program 
is  dedicated  to 
nurturing  and 
supporting  high 
school  senior- 
aged  artists  at 
this  critical  point 
in  their  profes¬ 
sional  develop¬ 
ment.  For  more 
than  25  years,  the 
organization  has 
sought  out  the 
best  young  artists 
and  provided  sup¬ 
port  in  a  variety  of 
ways. 

For  more 
information,  visit 
www.artsawards. 
org/Students/. 


ducation 


“Clock”:  The  arms  represent  the  hour  hand  and  the  feet 
minute  hand.  What  time  does  this  student  go  to  bed? 


By  Karen  A.  Kaufmann 
Associate  Professor  of  Dance 
The  University  of  Montana 

The  Arlee  School  District’s  Life 
Long  Learning  Center  received  an 
arts  education  Special  Project  Grant 
from  the  Montana  Arts  Council  to 
partner  with  the  dance  program  at 
The  University  of  Montana.  Karen 
A.  Kaufmann,  associate  professor  of 
dance,  is  mentoring  one  senior  dance 
student  in  the  department  and  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  dance  program  to  work 
collaboratively  with  Arlee  students  in 
grades  three  to  six  in  an  after-school 
dance  and  math  program  called  “Math 
Movers.” 

Each  Math  Movers  class  begins 
with  a  short  written  math  quiz,  which 
assesses  students’  knowledge  about 
particular  areas  of  the  math  curricu¬ 
lum.  A  50-minute  creative  movement  lesson 
follows,  focused  around  that  math  concept. 
The  class  ends  with  students  taking  the  same 
test  again,  allowing  the  teaching  artists  and 


Arlee  classroom  teachers  to  measure  students’ 
learning. 

For  example,  one  class  focused  on  geomet¬ 
ric  shapes.  Math  and  movement  vocabulary 
included:  circles,  squares,  rectangles,  triangles, 
hexagons,  trapezoids,  rhombus, 
polygon,  area,  perimeter,  pat¬ 
tern,  tangram  and  perimeter. 

After  a  full-body  movement 
warm-up,  children  were  asked 
to  make  shapes  with  their  bod¬ 
ies  and  connect  those  shapes 
with  others.  They  hopped, 
skipped,  jumped,  galloped  and 
tiptoed  over  to  a  shape  taped  on 
the  floor  and  lay  on  the  perim¬ 
eter  or  the  area  of  the  shape. 

Students  danced  with  cutout 
shapes  and  created  their  own 
movement/shape  patterns  on 
the  floor.  This  led  to  movement 
combinations  as  the  students 
danced  the  shape  patterns. 

In  addition  to  moving, 
students  were  asked  to  name 
the  shape  aloud  and  discuss 
the  whether  their  bodies  were 


Moving  with  Shapes:  As  numbers  get  transported  through 
the  room  students  create  their  own  middle  level  shape  with 
three  points  touching  the  floor. 


Mural  Making  in  Butte 

Artist  Donna  Croitz  worked  with 
125  youth  and  adults  over  the  past 
year  to  create  the  tiles  that  make  up 
a  new  community  mural,  unveiled 
March  3  during  the  second  annual 
Experience  Art  Day  at  the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts  Butte  (MoFAB)  building 
at  405  West  Park  Street  in  Uptown 
Butte.  According  to  project  man¬ 
ager  Glenn  Bodish,  “The  mural  is 
one  of  the  first  benchmarks  for 
the  Butte  Silver  Bow  Arts  Founda¬ 
tion  as  we  continue  to  restore  the 
historic  YMCA  building  and  cre¬ 
ate  the  arts  and  cultural  incubator 
known  as  MoFAB.”  The  mural  was 
installed  with  the  assistance  of 
Randy  Aczas. 


The  Math  Movers 

Dance  reinforces  math  skills  for  Arlee  students 


on  the  area  or  perimeter.  Students  then 
created  tangrams  -  dividing  the  larger 
shapes  into  smaller  shapes. 

After  the  movement  class,  the  stu¬ 
dents’  quizzes  demonstrated  immediate 
learning  by  a  large  percentage  of  the 
students.  Statistics  for  these  classes  are 
being  compiled  for  assessment  purposes. 

Using  the  elements  of  movement  and 
choreography  the  students  created,  per¬ 
formed  and  responded  to  mathematics 
content  using  dance.  According  to  Arlee 
teacher  Carrie  Drye,  who  helped  super- 
\  i\  vise  the  program,  “The  most  successful 
A  part  of  Math  Movers  was  the  mixture  of 
math  and  movement.  I  know  there  are 
three  or  four  of  these  kids  who  are  in¬ 
timidated  by  math.  The  movement  made 
le 

it  less  threatening  and  the  kids  loved  it. 
This  was  a  very  successful  program.” 
Throughout  the  six-week  session  (from 
Feb.  6-March  15)  students  increased  their  abili¬ 
ties  in  geometry,  number  value,  telling  time, 
fractions,  multiplication,  lines  and  angles  and 
place  value,  while  also  addressing  the  Montana 
Standards  for  Arts  specific  to  dance. 

Math  CRT  scores  will  be  examined  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  there  are  any  differences  between 
participating  students’  skills  and  the  skills 
developed  by  non-participating  students  at  the 
same  grade  levels.  There  is  also  an  observation 
checklist  of  creative  movement  skills  to  assess 
information  on  students’  use  of  dance  as  a  form 
of  creative  expression. 

The  Math  Movers  program  has  far  exceeded 
expectations  by  Arlee  teachers.  Students  talk 
about  the  program  and  practice  it  spontaneously 
in  the  classroom  in-between  the  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  sessions  and  it  has  a  reputation  as  a 
fun  after-school  program. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  innovative  six-week  pilot 
project  will  lead  to  a  more  comprehensive  arts 
program  in  the  future,  using  creative  movement 
and  dance  to  reinforce  the  curriculum. 

For  more  details,  call  406-243-2870  or  email 
karen.kaufmann@umontana.edu. 
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Montana  musicians  attend  summer  music  institute 


The  Montana  Alliance  for  Arts  Education 
in  partnership  with  the  Kennedy  Center  of 
Performing  Arts  recently  announced  that  two 
Montana  musicians  have  been  selected  as 
national  finalists  for  the  National  Symphony 
Orchestra  Summer  Music  Institute. 

Through  an  initiative  of  the  National  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  National  Trustees,  young 


Cellist  Denny  Shin  of  Billings 


musicians  are  eligible  to  apply  for  a  National 
Trustees’  fellowship.  This  program  is  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  National  Symphony  Orchestra 
American  Residency. 

One  musician  from  most  states  is  selected 
to  participate  on  scholarship  and  attend  the 
Kennedy  Center/National  Symphony  Orchestra 
Summer  Music  Institute,  a  four-week  summer 


Bassoonist  Douglas  Brown  of  Red  Lodge 


music  program  at  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts  in  Washington,  DC. 

This  year,  Denny  Shin  of  Billings  and 
Douglas  Brown  of  Red  Lodge  were  selected 
as  finalists  from  Montana. 

Denny  is  the  son  of  Young-wha  and  Kyo- 
I  ung-hee  Shin  and  has  been  playing  the  cello 
for  1 1  years.  He  currently  attends  Billings 
|  Senior  High  School.  His  musical  experience 
includes  work  with  the  Billings  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  the  World  Youth  Symphony 
|  Orchestra  at  Interlochen  Center  for  the  Arts  in 
Michigan. 

Douglas,  the  son  of  Vemetta  and  George 
Brown  of  Red  Lodge,  currently  attends  Juil- 
J  Hard  School  in  New  York.  His  major  instru¬ 
ment  is  the  bassoon.  Douglas  has  an  extensive 
biography,  which  includes  participation  in  the 
Julliard  Orchestra,  Interlochen  Arts  Academy 
(  Orchestra,  Montana  All-State  Orchestra,  the 
Billings  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  World 
Youth  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  All-North¬ 
west  Orchestra  and  the  Yellowstone  Youth 
Orchestra. 

For  more  information  visit  the  Montana 
Alliance  for  Arts  Education  website  at  www. 
maae.org  or  the  Kennedy  Center  website  at 
w  w  w.  kennedy-cen  ter.  org . 


Museum  reception  celebrates  the  arts  and  leadership 


The  Celebrate  the  Arts  and  Leadership  reception  at  the 
Holter  Museum  of  Art  brought  together  artists,  educators 
and  leaders  in  the  arts  to  mingle  and  view  “James  Castle, 
from  Icehouse  to  Early  Attic:  Art  and  Books." 


The  Montana  Alliance  for  Arts 
Education  collaborated  with  the 
Holter  Museum  of  Art  to  host  the 
“Celebrate  the  Arts  and  Leader¬ 
ship”  reception,  March  2  at  the 
Holter  Museum  of  Art  in  Helena. 

The  purpose  of  the  event  was 
to  bring  artists,  educators  and 
leaders  together  from  various  arts 
organizations  throughout  Montana 
to  learn  about  their  organizations 
and  to  recognize  the  strength 
of  Montana’s  leadership  in  the 
arts.  Katie  Knight  and  Sondra 
Hines,  curators  of  education  for 
the  Holter,  introduced  guests  to 
the  works  of  James  Castle  before 
the  viewing  his  exhibit,  “James 
Castle,  from  Icehouse  to  Early  At¬ 
tic:  Art  and  Books.” 

MAAE  is  affiliated  with  the 
Kennedy  Center  Alliance  for  Arts  Education 
Network  and  has  a  long  history  of  partnering 
with  other  organizations  and  artists  within  the 
state  to  provide  professional  development  in 
arts  education. 

This  event  provided  the  Montana  Alliance 
for  Arts  Education  board  members  with  the 
opportunity  to  hear  about  the  needs  and  projects 
of  the  various  organizations,  describe  opportu¬ 


nities  available  through  the  alliance,  and  discuss 
how,  together,  organizations  might  work  in  col¬ 
laboration  to  forward  arts  education. 

For  additional  information  about  the  Montana 
Alliance  for  Arts  Education  and  to  find  out  how 
the  alliance  might  assist  your  organization  as 
a  resource  or  a  project  partner,  please  contact 
Karen  Lauersdorf  at  mtmaae@yahoo.com  or 
visit  the  website  at  www.maae.org. 


Ralph  Esposito,  an  art  professor  at  Carroll 
College,  visits  with  Corwin  Clairmont  of 
Salish  Kootenai  College. 


Wendy  Fox  of  Contact  Improv  chats  with 
Beverly  Fox  of  the  Montana  Alliance  for 
Arts  Education. 


Rep  stages  "Frankenstein"  for  educational  tour 


The  Montana  Repertory  Theatre’s  Educational  Outreach  Tour 
will  bring  Mary  Shelley’s  “Frankenstein”  to  schools  and  commu¬ 
nities  throughout  Montana,  beginning  in  September.  This  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  groundbreaking  classic  continues  the  Rep’s  tradition 
of  presenting  staged  adaptations  of  works  by  acclaimed  historical 
writers  to  students  and  communities. 

“Frankenstein”  is  directed  by  Noah  Tuleja,  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Department  of  Drama/Dance  at  The  University 
of  Montana.  This  marks  his  third  collaboration  with  playwright 
Jonathan  Yukich  since  the  two  began  their  partnership  as  graduate 


students  at  Indiana  University. 

For  the  past  nine  years,  the  Educational  Outreach  Program  has 
brought  plays  of  exceptional  merit  to  Montana  communities.  The 
tour  now  presents  45  performances  and  nearly  100  workshops  to 
middle  and  high  school  students  throughout  the  state. 

The  production  costs  $400,  which  includes  the  performance 
and  one  workshop;  additional  workshops  tire  $75  each.  The  Rep 
hopes  to  finish  booking  the  tour  by  the  end  of  May  and  encour¬ 
ages  schools  or  sponsoring  organizations  to  book  soon  by  calling 
406-243-2854  or  emailing  teresa.waldorf@mso.umt.edu. 


11 


Booklet 
offers  tips 
for  audience 
etiquette 

The  Maine 
Arts  Commission 
has  developed 
a  booklet  on 
good  audience 
behavior  for  live 
performances, 
targeted  toward 
elementary 
school  students. 

To  down¬ 
load  a  copy,  go 
to  mainearts. 
maine.gov/news/ 
publications/ 
Audience^matters 
/index.shtml. 
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Applications 
due  for  First 
Peoples 
fellowships 

The  First  Peo¬ 
ples  Fund,  based 
in  Rapid  City,  SD, 
is  accepting  appli¬ 
cations  until  June 
1  for  its  Artist  in 
Business  Leader¬ 
ship  grant. 

The  Artist  in 
Business  Leader¬ 
ship  program  was 
established  to 
cultivate  entrepre¬ 
neurial  artists  to 
a  small  business 
level  where  busi¬ 
ness  concepts 
are  understood 
and  applied. 

For  complete 
information,  call 
605-348-0324 
or  visit  www.first 
peoplesfund.org. 


Native  News 


St.  Labre  students  revel  in  cultural  exchange 


By  Becky  Shay 
Reprinted  with  permission 
from  the  Billings  Gazette 
(Feb.  25,  2007) 

The  differences  between  Ash¬ 
land  and  Argentina  are  great,  but 
four  students  who  have  visited  both 
places  recently  say  the  similarities 
are  greater. 

The  exchange  is  between  sister 
schools  St.  Labre  Indian  School  in 
Ashland  and  San  Ignacio  School  in 
Junin  de  los  Andes,  Patagonia,  Ar¬ 
gentina.  The  schools  bring  together 
the  cultures  of  St.  Labre’s  strong 
ties  to  the  Northern  Cheyenne  and 
San  Ingacio’s  link  with  the  Mapuche 
people  of  South  America. 


Trip  to  Patagonia 

Two  St.  Labre  students  and  a  fac¬ 
ulty  member  traveled  to  Patagonia  in 
late  January  for  a  nearly  three-week 
stay.  Two  students  and  a  teacher  from 
Patagonia  returned  with  them  and, 
after  a  short  tour  of  Washington,  DC,  were 
visiting  in  Ashland  until  March  7. 

St.  Labre  students  Maria  Russell  and  Zack 
Sonntag  said  culture  was  the  greatest  similarity 
they  saw,  including  the  use  of  the  four-colored 
medicine  wheel.  “Even  down  to  some  of  the 
little  rituals,”  Russell  said.  “It’s  fascinating.” 

Their  chaperone,  St.  Labre  Counselor 
Alberta  Twenty  Stands,  said  that  especially  in 
the  Argentine  mountain  villages  they  visited, 
the  Mapuche  “live  their  culture”  in  a  simple 
lifestyle. 

San  Ignacio  students  Vanesa  Painemilla 
and  Nicolas  Racedo  agreed  but  said  culture  is 
stronger  in  Ashland,  which  borders  the  North¬ 
ern  Cheyenne  Indian  Reservation. 

Their  chaperone,  Clara  Ramis,  said  Mapu¬ 
che  “don’t  show”  their  traditions  because  “the 
history  of  fights  with  the  white  man  are  not  so 
long  ago  as  here.”  - 

Ramis’s  command  of  English  was  solid.  She 
translated  for  the  students  who  didn’t  speak  as 
fluidly  but  who  were  willing  to  try  conversing. 
Russell  said  she  had  been  pleased  that  even 
some  of  the  more  shy  students  at  St.  Labre 
called  out  "Hola!”  and  shared  smiles  with  the 
visitors. 

Painemilla,  17,  and  Racedo,  19,  said  they 
were  fond  of  the  people  they  met  in  Ashland 


Students  and  teachers  from  Ashland  and  Patagonia,  left  to 
right,  include:  Vanesa  Painemilla  (Patagonia  student),  Zack 
Sonntag  (St.  Labre  student),  Nicolas  Racedo  (Patagonia  stu¬ 
dent),  Clara  Ramis  (teacher  from  Patagonia),  Maria  Russell  (St. 
Labre  student),  and  Alberta  Twenty  Stands  (St.  Labre  teacher 
who  went  to  Patagonia). 


and  their  generosity. 

The  students  found  a  common  bond  over 
“mate”  (pronounced  mah-tay),  a  sort  of  tea  made 
out  of  yerba  plant.  The  leaves  are  packed  into  a 
cup,  traditionally  made  of  a  gourd,  and  steeped 
in  hot  water.  The  slightly  bitter,  herbal  tasting 
brew  is  “like  an  excuse  to  take  a  break"  and  sit 
and  socialize,  Ramis  said. 

The  Argentine  students  carried  plastic  bottles 
of  the  tea  and  containers  of  hot  water.  Painemilla 
also  packed  containers  of  sugar  to  top  each  serv¬ 
ing.  She  brewed  and  served  mate  in  a  palm-sized 
plastic  cup  with  silver  straw,  which  has  a  strainer 
on  the  bottom. 

Immediate  connection 

Sonntag  and  Russell  said  another  of  the  amaz¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  trip  was  the  immediate  connec¬ 
tion  they  felt  with  the  people  they  met.  For  the 
Montanans,  being  greeted  with  a  kiss  on  each 
cheek  was  as  foreign  -  but  readily  accepted  -  as 
their  handshakes  were  to  their  hosts. 

Even  with  a  “huge  language  barrier,”  Rus¬ 
sell  said,  they  would  meet  strangers,  spend  a 
few  hours  together  and  the  goodbyes  would  be 
emotional. 

“They  just  respected  us  and  loved  us  as  their 
own,”  Russell  said.  “I  kept  looking  forward  to 
meeting  new  people  because  I  knew  that  connec¬ 


tion  was  going  to  come. 

Following  the  “Indian  way,”  the  Mon¬ 
tanans  usually  took  gifts  of  food  to  the 
people  they  visited,  including  Painemi- 
lla’s  and  Racedo’s  families. 

Sonntag.  a  junior,  said  the  Mapuche’s 
simple  lifestyle,  which  usually  has  just 
the  basic  necessities  of  shelter,  food 
and  family,  showed  him  “we’re  very 
spoiled.” 

. . .  During  their  stay  in  Argentina, 
Russell,  who  is  Northern  Cheyenne, 
donned  her  traditional  dance  regalia  and 
held  a  mini  powwow.  All  of  the  students 
were  invited  to  join  in  a  round  dance  to 
the  drum  music  CDs  she  brought. 

"Having  an  education  in  your  tradi¬ 
tions  and  your  customs  can  take  you 
great  places,”  Russell  said. 

They  also  showed  Argentine  students 
how  to  bead,  including  some  traditional 
Cheyenne  patterns.  They  made  chokers 
and  learned  how  to  bead  on  lanyards. 

As  reciprocation,  Ramis  was  making 
ceramic  mate  cups  while  she  was  at  St. 
Labre,  and  taught  students  the  ritual  that  goes 
along  with  sharing  the  tea.  The  students  were 
making  medicine  pouches  beaded  with  the 
Cheyenne  lazy  stitch. 

The  South  Americans  took  part  in  events 
that  are  unparalleled  outside  of  Indian  Country, 
like  attending  basketball  games  and  a  visit  to 
Little  Big  Horn  Battlefield. 

The  first  sister-school  exchange  was  in  2004 
and  included  St.  Labre  art  teacher  Maggie 
Carlson  and  “Uken”  Maria  Fiecher,  a  faculty 
member  in  San  Ignacio  whom  the  people  on 
this  year’s  exchange  visited. 

The  Foundation  for  Community  Vitality, 
and  other  foundations  that  support  the  schools, 
helped  pay  for  transportation  and  other  travel 
expenses. 

Twenty  Stands,  the  St.  Labre  chaperone, 
said  she  was  consistently  impressed  with  the 
students’  ability  to  be  flexible  and  accept  the 
situations  they  encountered  in  Argentina. 

The  simple  lifestyle  reminded  Twenty 
Stands  of  her  childhood  and  reinforced  some 
of  the  values  she  cherishes.  In  the  students, 
Twenty  Stands  said  she  sees  a  new  confidence 
borne  out  of  experiencing  others’  lifestyles 
through  travel. 

“It  changes  you,”  she  said.  “If  it  doesn’t 
change  you,  you  missed  the  point.” 


Identity  by  Design  (from  page  1) 


Other  consultants  included  Keri  Jhane  Myers 
(Comanche)  and  Jamie  Okuma  (Luiseno/Shoshone- 
Bannock).  Together  with  curators  Colleen  Cutschall 
(Oglala  Lakota)  and  Emil  Her  Many  Horses  (Oglala 
Lakota),  they  helped  select  dresses  that  represent  the 
cultural  origins,  artistic  traditions  and  contemporary 
context  of  tribes  from  the  Plains,  Plateau  and  Great 
Basin  regions  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Parsons  offered  a  two-day  beading  workshop  and 
participated  in  a  beading  circle  with  Her  Many  Horses 
and  Myers  during  the  exhibit’s  opening  ceremonies, 
held  March  24-25. 

The  six  consultants  were  feted  at  an  honor  dance 
and  each  received  a  Pendleton  blanket  especially  de¬ 
signed  for  the  show  and  a  companion  book,  also  titled 
Identity  by  Design.  “It  was  one  of  the  most  honoring 
things  I’ve  ever  been  a  part  of,”  says  Parsons. 

She  adds  that  the  opening  ceremony  for  the  exhibit 
“was  a  spiritual  event  for  everybody.  We  had  people 
come  out  of  there  crying.  I  don’t  think  people  realized 
how  significant  an  Indian  woman's  dress  is.” 

According  to  the  curators,  each  dress  has  its  own 
story,  which  reflects  an  individual  designer’s  artistic 
vision,  a  family’s  status,  tribal  values  and  social  and 
cultural  change.  More  than  simple  articles  of  clothing, 
the  dresses  “are  evidence  of  a  proud  and  unbroken 
tradition,  links  to  the  generations  of  women  who  have 
gone  before  them  and  bridges  to  the  future,”  said  co¬ 
curator  Cutschall. 

Parsons  appreciated  the  way  the  dresses  were  dis¬ 
played,  so  that  visitors  could  see  both  front  and  back. 
“The  thing  about  these  dresses  to  me  was  that  they 
withstood  the  test  of  time,”  says  Parsons.  “They  were 


in  mint  condition.” 

The  exhibit  shows  how 
dresses  evolved  as  their  makers 
began  to  use  new  materials  in¬ 
troduces  through  trade.  A  Sioux 
side-fold  dress,  dating  back  to 
the  early  1800s,  showcases  the 
first  Venetian  glass  beads  intro¬ 
duced  by  non-Native  traders  to 
the  Northern  Plains.  A  Yakima 
two-hide  dress  (ca.  1890) 
includes  faceted  Russian  beads, 
and  a  Shoshone  dress  from  the 
same  era  is  adorned  with  seed 
beads  -  small  glass  beads  made 
in  Italy  and  introduced  by  non- 
Native  traders  in  the  1 850s. 

Parsons,  who  learned  to  sew 
from  her  grandmother,  was 
fascinated  by  the  ingenious 
ways  these  early  seamstresses 
found  to  make  a  dress  larger  or 
smaller,  patch  holes  and  clean 
the  leather,  using  chalk  balls  for 
white  doeskin  dresses  and  ashes  for  smoked  buckskin. 
“They  didn’t  have  10  dresses  to  wear,"  she  says.  “If 
they  made  something,  they  made  it  to  last.” 

Tools  were  also  far  more  rudimentary.  “They  had  no 
measuring  device,  no  needles,  no  scissors,  no  thread,” 
she  notes.  Instead,  they  used  obsidian  knives  to  cut 
leather,  sinew  for  thread,  shards  of  bone  for  needles 
and  an  awl  to  make  holes.  ‘They  eyeballed  it  mostly 
to  come  out  right,  and  yet  you  see  these  artifacts  that 


During  her  beading  workshop 
at  the  National  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian,  Jackie  Parsons 
displayed  one  of  her  beaded 
Blackfeet  dresses 

(Geoff  Sutton  photo) 


are  so  uniform.  There  was  no  room  for 
error.” 

Parsons,  who  is  nationally  known 
for  her  Blackfeet-style  bags,  mocca¬ 
sins,  dresses,  war  shirts,  dolls,  saddles 
and  cradleboards,  is  thankful  for  such 
contemporary  tools  as  fine  needles, 
super-strong  nylon  thread  and  razor- 
sharp  scissors  that  make  her  craft  easier. 
“I  use  everything  modern,”  she  says.  “I 
use  every  shortcut  I  can  take.” 

She  often  rises  at  4  a.m.  to  sew  and 
bead  her  creations.  “Every  time  I  do 
a  dress,  I  feel  like  something  is  guid¬ 
ing  me,”  she  says.  “I  have  a  design  in 
my  mind  when  I  start,  and  then  all  of  a 
sudden,  the  piece  takes  control  of  me  . . . 
You  never  know  how  it’s  going  to  turn 
out.” 

In  the  exhibit  catalogue,  Joyce 
Growing  Thunder  Fogarty,  who  was 
commissioned  to  make  a  beaded  dress 
for  the  exhibit,  reflects  on  her  creative 
process:  “I  guess  I  don’t  design  much 
different  from  the  way  my  grandmoth¬ 
ers  did.  You  just  have  to  have  all  the 
patience  in  the  world,  and  you  have  to 
learn  to  love  doing  this ...” 

The  exhibit  remains  on  display  in  Washington,  DC, 
through  Jan.  2,  2008,  and  then  reopens  the  following 
fall  at  the  museum’s  George  Gustav  Heye  Center  in 
New  York  City.  “If  you  ever  get  a  chance,  go  see  it,” 
advises  Parsons.  And  if  you  can’t  see  it  in  person,  visit 
the  online  exhibition  at  www.nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/ 
identity_by_design. 
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Readers  and  writers  gather  for  Great  Falls  book  fest 


The  seventh  annual  Great  Falls  Festival  of 
the  Book,  hosted  by  the  Great  Falls  Public 
Library,  showcases  a  diverse  selection  of 
Montana  authors  May  3-5. 

Festivities  begin  with  a  free  author’s 
reception,  hosted  by  the  Friends  of  the  Great 
Falls  Public  Library,  on  Thursday,  May  3, 
honoring  local  poet  Paul  Zarzyski  and  na¬ 
tionally  known  cowboy  poet  Wally  McRae. 
Following  the  reception,  these  award-win¬ 
ning  alumni  of  the  National  Cowboy  Poetry 
Gathering  offer  a  reading  shaped  by  their 
words,  rhythms,  drama  and  humor. 

The  festival  continues  Friday  with  a 
formal  reading  featuring  authors  Rick  De- 
Marinis,  M.L.  Smoker  and  Doug  Peacock. 
DeMarinis  is  a  former  professor  at  The 
University  of  Montana  and  an  award-win¬ 
ning  author  of  more  than  14  books;  Smoker 
is  a  member  of  the  Assiniboine  and  Sioux 
tribes  and  published  poet;  and  Doug  Peacock 
is  a  naturalist,  author  and  expert  on  grizzly 
bear  behavior. 


Wally  McRae  and  Paul  Zarzyski  launch  the 
Great  Falls  Festival  of  the  Book. 


Student  authors,  ranging  from  fifth  to  eighth 
graders,  launch  Saturday’s  events  with  a  read¬ 
ing.  The  festival  continues  in  the  afternoon  with 
three  programs: 


•  Doug  Peacock  and  his  wife,  Andrea, 
a  former  editor  of  the  Missoula  Indepen¬ 
dent,  will  discuss  and  read  from  their 
collaboration  The  Essential  Grizzly:  The 
Mingled  Fates  of  Men  and  Bears. 

•  Editor  Caroline  Patterson  of  Farcoun- 
try  Press  in  Helena,  local  writer  Ruth 
McLaughlin  and  acclaimed  author  Deirdre 
McNamer,  who  was  bom  and  raised  in  the 
Conrad  and  Cut  Bank  area,  read  from  and 
discuss  Montana  Women  Writers:  A  Ge¬ 
ography  of  the  Heart,  a  recently  published 
anthology  of  Montana  women  authors. 

•  The  afternoon  concludes  with  “An 
Historical  Perspective,”  offered  by  local 
author  Tom  Donovan,  Sam  Phillips  of 
Lewistown  and  Fulbright  scholar,  author 
and  Montana  ranch  woman  Lee  Rostad. 

Festival  events  are  free  and  open  to 
the  public  and  all  events  take  place  at  the 
library. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.great 
fallslibrary.org  or  call  406-453-0349. 


High  Plains  Book 
Awards  recognize 
regional  authors 
and  literary  works 

The  High  Plains  Books  Awards  were 
recently  established  to  recognize  regional 
authors  and/or  literary  works  that  examine 
and  reflect  life  on  the  High  Plains  -  Mon¬ 
tana,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Wyoming, 
Nebraska,  Colorado,  Kansas  and  the 
Canadian  provinces  of  Alberta,  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan. 

Three  awards  will  be  given  each  year, 
unless  the  panel  of  judges  determines  that 
there  is  no  winner  in  any  one  or  more  of 
the  categories. 

•  The  Emeritus  Award  will  recognize  a 
body  of  work  of  work  by  a  single  author 
or  writing  team; 

•  A.  second  award  will  honor  the  best 
book  (fiction,  non-fiction  or  poetry)  of  the 
previous  calendar  year; 

•  A  third  award  will  be  given  for  the 
best  first  book  of  the  previous  year. 

Self-published  works  will  not  be 
considered  for  the  HPBA.  Work  must  be 
published  in  the  U.S.  or  Canada,  on  paper 
and  in  English. 

Nominations  will  be  solicited  from 
publishers,  librarians,  authors  and  the 
reading  public  in  the  High  Plains  region. 
There  is  no  charge  to  send  in  a  nomina¬ 
tion.  Publishers  will  be  asked  for  a  $30 
per  entry  application  fee  and  be  requested 
to  supply  six  books  for  the  review 
committee. 

A  selection  committee  made  up  of 
qualified  community  members  from  the 
areas  involved  will  have  the  responsibility 
forjudging  entries  and  choosing  winners. 

A  local  committee  will  review  entries  and 
create  a  “Short-  List”  of  the  Best  Book 
and  Best  First  Book.  Entries  will  be  sent 
to  three  guest  jurors  in  each  of  the  two 
categories.  The  High  Plains  Book  Award 
committee  will  select  the  Emeritus  Award. 

Winners  will  be  honored  and  invited  to 
read  during  the  annual  High  Plains  Book- 
Fest,  Oct.  19-20  in  Billings:  each  honoree 
will  receive  a  $500  award. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  at 
www.billings.lib.mt.us/hpba/hpba.htm  and 
nominations  are  due  May  3 1 . 

As  part  of  the  High  Plains  Book 
Awards,  the  committee  will  select  a  single 
work,  twice  a  year,  for  One  Book  Bill¬ 
ings,  a  reading  program  of  Parmly  Billings 
Library. 


Montana  Book  Award 


Hattie  Big  Sky  takes  top  honors 


Hattie  Big  Sky  by  Kirby 
Larson  received  the  2006 
Montana  Book  Award, 
which  recognizes  literary 
and/or  artistic  excellence  in 
a  book  written  or  illustrated 
by  someone  who  lives  in 
Montana,  set  in  Montana, 
or  dealing  with  Montana 
themes  or  issues. 

This  year’s  award  winner 
is  a  young-  adult  novel  that 
tells  the  story  of  sixteen- 
year-old  Hattie  Brooks  who 
moves  to  Vida,  MT,  in  1918 
to  take  over  her  late  uncle’s 
homestead  claim. 

The  author’s  great-grand¬ 
mother,  who  homestead¬ 
ing  by  herself  in  eastern 
Montana,  was  the  inspiration  for  this  story  of 
courage,  loyalty,  perseverance,  and  the  meaning 
of  home.  Hattie  Big  Sky  was  also  selected  as  a 
Newberry  Honor  Book  and  named  Best  Book  of 
the  Year  by  the  School  Library  Journal. 

Three  honor  books  were  also  chosen  by  the 
2006  Montana  Book  Award  Committee: 

•  The  Reluctant  Mr.  Darwin:  An  Intimate 
Portrait  of  Charles  Darwin  and  the  Making  of 
His  Theory  of  Evolution  by  David  Quammen: 
This  short  biography  of  Charles  Darwin  is 
a  fresh  and  original  look  at  one  of  history’s 
greatest  scientists.  The  theory  of  evolution  and 
natural  selection  is  explained  in  an  entertaining 
and  enlightened  manner  that  appeals  to  both  the 
science  student  and  non-scientific  reader. 


•  Three  Cups  of  Tea: 

One  Man 's  Mission  to 
Promote  Peace  . . .  One 
School  at  a  Time  by  Greg 
Mortenson  and  David 
Oliver  Relin:  In  1993, 
Mortenson  drifted  into  an 
impoverished  Pakistan  vil¬ 
lage  after  a  failed  attempt 
to  climb  K2.  Moved  by 
the  inhabitants'  kindness, 
he  promised  to  return  and 
build  a  school.  Three  Cups 
of  Tea  is  the  story  of  that 
promise  and  its  extraordi¬ 
nary  outcome. 

•  Wings  Over  Montana 
by  photographer  Donald 
M.  Jones:  This  acclaimed 
wildlife  photographer  has 

a  special  passion  for  birds,  portrayed  here 
in  their  natural  habitat  with  stunning  photo¬ 
graphs  and  detailed  captions. 

The  Montana  Book  Award  was  founded  by 
the  Friends  of  the  Missoula  Public  Library  in 
2002  and  winners  are  selected  by  a  committee 
of  individuals  representing  areas  throughout 
Montana.  The  2007  Montana  Book  Award 
committee  is  already  hard  at  work  consider¬ 
ing  titles  published  in  2007  for  its  next  award. 

Nominations  may  be  submitted  by  authors, 
publishers  and  members  of  the  public.  Books 
for  all  ages  are  considered.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  or  to  nominate  a  title,  visit  www. 
montanabookaward.org. 


Poet  Laureate  nominations  due  May  4 


There’s  still  time  to  submit  nominations  for 
the  Montana  Poet  Laureate,  a  position  created 
by  the  Montana  Legislature,  which  recognizes 
and  honors  a  citizen  poet  of  exceptional  talent 
and  accomplishment.  Applications  for  the  state’s 
next  Poet  Laureate  are  due  May  4. 

Sandra  Alcosser  is  currently  serving  as  the 
state’s  first  Poet  Laureate,  and  her  term  expires 
in  July.  The  Poet  Laureate  serves  for  two  years 
and  the  award  is  honorific. 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  will  convene  a 
panel  of  poets  and  literary  experts  to  select 
three  finalists  from  among  the  nominations. 
These  names  will  be  submitted  to  MAC  for 
approval  and  finalization,  before  going  to  Gov. 
Schweitzer,  who  will  make  the  final  selection  in 
July. 


The  Poet  Laureate  will  be  chosen  on  the 
basis  of  three  criteria: 

•  Excellence  as  evidenced  by  the  submit¬ 
ted  poetry  sample; 

•  Exemplary  professionalism  as  evidenced 
by  an  established  history  of  substantial  and 
significant  publication  and  special  honors, 
awards,  fellowships  or  other  recognition; 
and 

•  Advancement  of  poetry  in  Montana 
communities. 

Nomination  applications,  eligibility 
requirements  and  program  guidelines  are 
available  at  the  Montana  Arts  Council  web¬ 
site,  art.mt.gov/resources/poetlau07app.doc 
or  by  calling  406-444-6430.  All  nominations 
must  be  received  by  May  4. 


High  Plains 
BookFest 
set  for 
October 

The  fifth  annual 
High  Plains  Book¬ 
Fest,  Oct.  1 8-20, 
will  explore  the 
often  overlooked 
contributions  of 
women  writers 
to  the  annals  of 
western  literature. 

Many  of  the 
themes  and 
discussion  topics 
of  this  year's 
event  will  come 
from  the  recently 
published  anthol¬ 
ogy,  Montana 
Women  Writers: 

A  Geography  of 
the  Heart.  Editor 
Caroline  Patter¬ 
son  and  historian 
and  author  Sue 
Hart  will  assist  in 
selecting  themes 
and  scheduling 
writers. 

The  BookFest 
has  moved  from 
the  usual  summer 
time  slot  to  Oc¬ 
tober  to  coincide 
with  the  “Golden 
Westfest.”  This 
celebration  of  the 
dynamic  culture 
of  our  region 
culminates  with 
Rimrock  Opera’s 
production  of 
Puccini’s  “Girl 
of  the  Golden 
West.’’  The  fall 
date  also  allows 
more  participation 
from  area  high 
school  and  col¬ 
lege  students  and 
teachers. 

The  Parmly 
Billings  Library 
will  host  the  inau¬ 
gural  High  Plains 
Book  Awards,  as 
the  kick-off  for  the 
BookFest. 

For  more  in¬ 
formation  contact 
Corby  Skinner, 
corby@skinner 
benoit.com,  or 
visit  the  website: 
www.downtown 
billings.org/ 
bcpartners/book 
festl  .htm. 


State  of  the  Arts  •  May/June  2007 


Anaconda 

May  26-27 

Blast  from  the  Past  -  downtown,  406-563-5458 
May  26 

Copper  King  Forum  -  2  and  5  p.m.,  Copper  King  Express, 
Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Baker 

June  27 

Lecture:  “Home,  Home  on  the  Ranch"  -  2  p.m..  Baker 
Senior  Center,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Belgrade 

May  7 

Lecture:  “Fire  and  Brimstone:  The  North  Butte  Mining 
Disaster  of  1917”  -  6  p.m.,  Belgrade  Community 
Library,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Big  Timber 

May  19 

Tom  Still  -  7:30  p.m..  The  Homestead,  Big  Timber  Jazz 
Society.  406-932-5710 
May  28 

Crazy  Mountain  Museum  Opening  -  1 1  a.m.-4  p.m.. 

Crazy  Mountain  Museum,  406-932-5126 

Bigfork 

May  1 1 

“Boots  Brims  and  Biddin’  3"  Benefit  Auction  - 
5:30-9  p.m.,  Flathead  Lake  Lodge,  Bigfork  Art  and 
Cultural  Center,  406-837-6927 
May  12-13 

Mother’s  Day  Ballet:  “A  Black  Tie  Event”  -  Bigfork 
Center  for  the  Performing  Arts,  Northwest  Ballet 
Company,  406-755-0760 
May  12 

Mother’s  Day  Tea  -  2  p.m.,  Chris’s  Tea  Cottage, 
406-837-4900 

Spring  Art  Walk  -  3-7  p.m.,  downtown,  406-837-3526 
May  18-19 

Quilting  Seminars  -  10  a.m.-4  p.m.,  Bigfork  Bay  Cotton 
Company,  406-837-2399 
May  18-19,  25-26,  June  1-2 

“The  Complete  Works  of  William  Shakespeare 

-  Abridged”  -  Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse, 
406-837-4886 

June  9.  13,  16,  19,  22,  25,  28 

Disney’s  “Beauty  and  the  Beast”  -  8  p.m.,  Bigfork 
Summer  Playhouse,  406-837-4886 
June  12,  15,  18,  21,  27,  30 

“Joseph  and  the  Amazing  Technicolor  Dreamcoat” 

-  8  p.m.,  Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse,  406-837-4886 
June  17 

Riverbend  Concert  Series:  Don  Lawrence  Orchestra 

-  8  p.m.,  Sliter  Park,  406-837-5888 
June  24 

Riverbend  Concert  Series:  Montana  Marimba  Band 

-  8  p.m.,  Sliter  Park,  406-837-5888 
June  26,  29 

“Sugar”  -  8  p.m.,  Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse, 
406-837-4886 

Billings 

May  4 

Art  Walk  -  5-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-252-2010 
May  4-6,  10-12 

“Children's  Letters  to  God”  -  Billings  Studio  Theatre, 
406-248-1141 
May  4 

Leon  Redbone  -  6:30  p.m..  The  Depot,  Perfect  Pitch, 
406-697-6975 

Magic  City  Singers:  “Award  Winning  Broadway” 

-  8  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-256-0115 
May  5 

Cinco  de  Mayo  Celebration  -  Yellowstone  Art  Museum, 
406-256-6804 

May  5,  12.  19,  26,  June  2.  9,  16,  23,  30 

Spring  Market  -  9  a.m.-2  p.m.,  West  Park  Plaza, 
406-671-2031 
May  10-12,  18-20,  25-26 

“Fiction”  -  Venture  Theatre,  406-591-9535 
May  11 

Classic  for  Kids  Concert:  Michel  Reynolds  and 
Philip  Aaberg  -  7  p.m.,  Yellowstone  Art  Museum, 
406-256-6804 
May  12 

Aspen  Santa  Fe  Ballet  -  8  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 
May  14-19 

Wine  and  Food  Festival  -  MSU-Billings  Campus,  MSU- 
Billings  Foundation,  406-657-2244 
May  16 

John  Prine  -  8  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 
May  17-19 

“A  ...  My  Name  is  Alice”  -  Billings  Depot,  406-248-1141 


Intermountain  Opera  Association  in  Boze¬ 
man  presents  “The  Magic  Flute,”  Mozart’s 
enchanting  fairy-tale  opera  about  a  hand¬ 
some  prince  who  sets  out  to  rescue  the 
kidnapped  daughter  of  the  Queen  of  the 
Night. 


The  annual  Mother’s  Day  Pots  and  Plants  Sale  is  May  12  at  the  Archie 
Bray  Foundation  in  Helena.  West  Mont's  Farm  in  the  Dell  and  the  Bray 
team  up  to  make  one-of-a-kind  clay  pots  overflowing  with  flowers. 


May  17 

Lecture:  “The  Story  of 
the  Eastern  Montana 
Penitentiary”  -  noon- 
1  p.m.,  Western 
Heritage  Center, 

406-256-6809 
May  20 

Brian  Regan  - 

7:30  p.m.,  Alberta 
Bair  Theater, 

406-256-6052 
June  1-3,  7-10,  14-16 
‘The  Odd  Couple” 

Billings  Studio 
Theatre, 

406-248-1141 
June  2 

Country  Fair 

-  9  a.m.-4  p.m.. 

Moss  Mansion, 

406-256-5100 

June  7.  14,  21,  28 
Alive  After  5 

-  5-8  p.m., 
downtown, 

406-259-5454 

June  9 

Strawberry  Festival 

-  downtown, 

406-259-5454 

June  10 

Festival  of  Cultures  -  1 0 

a.m.-5  p.m..  Rocky  Mountain  College, 

406-657-1042 
June  15-17 

Pride  Celebration  -  various  venues,  406-245-2029 
June  21 

“The  Battle  of  Arrow  Creek”  -  noon-1  p.m..  Western 
Heritage  Center,  406-256-6809 
June  24 

Symphony  in  the  Park  -  7  p.m..  Pioneer  Park,  Billings 
Symphony,  406-252-3610 
June  27 

Joy  Kills  Sorrow  -  8  p.m.,  Cisel  Recital  Hall,  MSU- 
Billings,  Yellowstone  Bluegrass  Society,  406-652-2660 
June  29-30 

Montana  Old  West  Round-Up  Antique  and  Collectable 
Sale  -  Holiday  Inn-Grand  Montana,  406-834-3603 

Bozeman 

May  3-5 

“A  Time  to  Dance”  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU-SUB  Theatre, 
406-994-5996 
May  3-5,  10-12 

Broad  Comedy  2007  -  8  p.m..  Equinox  Theatre, 
406-587-0737 
May  4 

Rebecca  St.  James  -  7  p.m..  Brick  Breeden  Fieldhhouse, 
406-994-2287 
May  5 

John  Gorka  -  8  p.m.,  Gallatin  County  Fairgrounds  Sale 
Bam,  406-597-0245 

Museum  of  the  Rockies  50th  Birthday  Celebration 

-  9  a.m.-5  p.m..  Museum  of  the  Rockies,  406-994-2652 
May  10-12,  17-19 

“Always,  Patsy  Cline”  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU-SUB  Theatre, 
406-994-3901 
May  10 

Reading:  John  Clayton  -  noon,  Bozeman  Public  Library, 
406-582-2402 
May  11,  June  8 

Art  Gallery  Walk  -  6-8  p.m.,  downtown,  406-586-4008 
May  11 

Tom  May  -  7:30  p.m..  Pilgrim  Congregational  Church, 
406-586-4123 
May  16,  18,  20 

“The  Magic  Flute”  -  Willson  Auditorium,  406-585-2889 
May  24 

Lipizzaner  Stallions  -  7:30  p.m..  Brick  Breeden 
Fieldhouse,  406-994-2287 
June  8-10 

Montana  Institute  of  the  Arts  Juried  Art  Exhibit  and  Sale 

-  Emerson  Center  for  Arts  and  Culture, 

406-586-5916 

June  20-23 

‘The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor”  -  8  p.m.,  MSU  Grove, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 
June  27-30 

“Heartbreak  House”  -  8  p.m.,  MSU  Grove,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994- 1 220 

Butte 

May  4,  June  1 

Phantom  Gallery  Art  Walk  -  5-10  p.m.,  Uptown, 
406-490-1311 
May  5 

Butte  Symphony:  “Triumphal  Majesty"  -  7:30  p.m., 
Mother  Lode  Theatre,  406-723-5590 
May  18 

“A  Musical  Night  to  Remember"  -  7:30  p.m.,  Butte  Civic 
Center,  406-497-6403 

John  Prine  -  8  p.m..  Mother  Lode  Theatre,  406-723-3602 
May  25 

Poetry  Reading:  Joanna  Klink  -  8  p.m.,  Venus  Rising 
Gallery,  406-491-4476 
May  31 -June  3 

‘The  Boxcar  Children”  -  Orphan  Girl  Theatre, 
406-723-2300 
June  14-16,  21-23,  28-30 

Buttenik  Ensemble  -  8  p.m.,  Covellite  Theatre, 
406-782-4092 
June  30 

Dust  to  Dazzle  Renovation  Home  Tour  -  noon-5  p.m.,  six 
historic  homes,  406-498-4366 

Chester 

June  15-16 

Hot  Rod  Days  -  4  p.m. -9  p.m..  Main  Street,  406-759-5652 


Corvallis 

May  28 

Corvallis  Community  Festival  -  1 1  a.m.-3  p.m..  High 
School.  406-369-1075 
June  23-24 

Bitterroot  Quilt  Guild  Quilt  Show  -  10  a.m.-4  p.m., 
Corvallis  High  School,  406-363-2098 

Deer  Lodge 

May  11 

Montana  A  Cappella  Society  -  7:30  p.m..  Assembly  of 
God  Church,  406-846-1614 
May  18-20 

Antique  Show  and  Gun  Show  -  Pen  Convention  Center 
and  1912  Cell  House,  406-846-3111 
June  14-17,  21-24 

“Arsenic  and  Old  Lace”  -  Gunport  Theatre,  Old 
Territorial  Prison,  406-846-3 1 1 1 
June  16 

Territorial  Day  -  Main  Street,  406-846-2094 
June  28-30 

“A  Funny  Thing  Happened  on  the  Way  to  the  Forum” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Gunport  Theatre,  Old  Territorial  Prison, 
406-846-3111 

Dillon 

May  25 

“Murder  at  the  Lone  Wolf  Ranch”  -  7  p.m.,  Old  Depot 
Theatre,  406-683-5027 

Fort  Benton 

June  22-24 

Summer  Celebration  -  various  locations,  406-622-5166 

Fort  Peck 

June  15-17,  22-24,  29-30 

‘The  Sound  of  Music”  -  Fort  Peck  Summer  Theatre, 
406-228-9216 

Frazer 

June  14-17 

Red  Bottom  Celebration  -  Powwow  Grounds. 
406-768-5155 

Georgetown  Lake 

June  24 

St.  Timothy’s  Summer  Music  Festival:  Jeni  Fleming  Trio 

-  4  p.m.,  St.  Timothy’s  Chapel,  406-563-2616 

Great  Falls 

May  3-5 

Great  Falls  Festival  of  the  Book  -  Great  Falls  Public 
Library,  406-453-0349 
May  4,  June  1 

First  Friday  Artwalk  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-761-7156 
May  4-5 

Spring  Thing  Art  and  Craft  Show  -  Montana  ExpoPark 
Trades  and  Industries  Building,  406-453-3120 
May  5 

Phil  Vassar  -  8  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts,  406-455-5840 
May  6 

Ninth  Anniversary  Celebration  -  noon-5  p.m.,  Lewis  and 
Clark  Interpretive  Center,  406-727-8733 
May  10 

Literary  Guild  Open  Mic  Night  -  7  p.m.,  Hastings  Books 
Coffee  Shop,  406-771-4374 
May  11-13,  18-20,  25-27 

A  Night  of  One  Acts  -  Center  Stage  Theatre,  406-727-5297 
May  12 

Concours  d’Elegance  2007  -  10  a.m.-3  p.m.,  grounds  of 
Paris  Gibson  Square,  406-727-8255 
May  13 

Cascade  Quartet:  “Air  from  Other  Planets”  -  2  p.m.. 

First  Congregational  Church/Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  406-453-4102 
May  14-20 

Fiber  Fest  -  MSU-Great  Falls  College  of  Technology, 
406-268-3713 
May  15 

Cascade  Quartet:  “Air  from  Other  Planets”  -  7:30  p.m., 
C.M.  Russell  Museum,  406-453-4102 
May  17 

Reading:  Adolf  Hungry  Wolf  -  7  p.m..  Great  Falls  Public 
Library,  406-453-0349 
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May/June 


Deadline  for  the  July/August  2007 
Arts  Calendar  is  May  25,  2007 
Send  information  (form  is  on  page  27)  to: 
Lively  Times 

33651  Eagle  Pass  Tr.,  Charlo,  MT 59824 
Phone:  406-644-2910  •  Fax:  406-644-2911 
e-mail:  writeus@livelytimes.com 


May  24 

“ A  Beach  Party  with  Charlie” 

-  5  p.m.,  C.M.  Russell 
Museum,  406-727-8787 

June  7,  14,  21.  28 
Alive  @5-5-9  p.m., 
downtown,  406-453-6151 
June  15,  22,  29 

Evening  Lawnchair  Program 

-  7-8  p.m.,  Lewis  and 
Clark  Interpretive  Center, 
406-727-8733 


Rocky  Mountain  Ballet  Theatre’s  “Spring  to  Beijing”  concert, 

May  4-5  in  Missoula,  includes  a  sneak  preview  of  several  pieces 
that  the  company  will  perform  in  China  prior  to  the  2008  Olympics. 
Above,  left  to  right,  is  Kelcie  Foshag,  Brittany  Todd  and  Seni  Com- 


Hamilton 

May  2 

Reading:  Neil  McMahon 
-  7  p.m..  Chapter  One  Book 
Store,  406-363-5220 
May  4 

John  Gorka  -  8  p.m., 

Hamilton  Performing  Arts 
Center,  406-375-6074 
May  5 

Kentucky  Derby  Gala  -  Daly 
Mansion,  406-363-6004 
May  6 

Sunday  Series:  Montana 
A  Cappella  Society  - 
2:12  p.m.,  Ravalli  County 
Museum,  406-363-3338 
May  13,  20 

Sunday  Series  -  2:12  p.m.,  Ravalli  County  Museum, 
406-363-3338 
May  9 

Reading:  Aryn  Kyle  -  7  p.m.,  Chapter  One  Book  Store, 
406-363-5220 
May  25-26 

River  Street  Dance  Theater:  “The  Woman  at  the  Well, 
the  Story  of  the  Kind  and  Unkind  Sisters”  -  7:30  p.m., 
Hamilton  Performing  Arts  Center,  406-363-1203 
June  8-10 

Montana  Professional  Artists  Association  Art  Show  and 
Sale  -  Bitterroot  River  Inn,  406-777-0553 
June  9-10 

Bitter  Root  Days  -  Ravalli  County  Museum, 
406-363-3338 
June  13 

Reading:  John  Clayton  -  7  p.m..  Chapter  One  Book  Store, 
406-363-5220 
June  20 

Reading:  Michael  Punke  -  7  p.m..  Chapter  One  Book 
Store,  406-363-5220 

Hardin 

June  22-24 

Custer’s  Last  Stand  Reenactment  -  Reenactment 
Grounds,  406-665-3577 

Harlowton 

June  16-23 

Montana  Festival  of  the  Wind  -  downtown, 

406-632-4694 


June  4,  11,  18,  25 

Mondays  at  the  Myma  -  8  p.m.,  Myma  Loy  Center, 
406-443-0287 
June  9,  13,  20,  27 

Artist  Lecture  Series  -  7:30  p.m.,  Archie  Bray  Foundation 
Resident  Center,  406-443-3502 
June  15-16 

Conference:  Beyond  Borders  and  Boundaries:  David 
Thompson  and  the  North  American  Fur  Trade  - 
Montana  Historical  Society.  406-444-6779 
June  22-23 

Last  Chance  Bluegrass  Festival  -  Pioneer  Park, 
406-447-1535 
June  24-30 

Helena  Choral  Week  -  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Cathedral  and 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  406-933-5246 
June  24 

Secret  Garden  Tour  -  10  a.m.-4  p.m..  Original  Governor’s 
Mansion,  406-444-2694 

Heron 

June  9 

An  Evening  of  Improv  -  7  p.m..  Heron  Community 
Center,  Heron  Players,  877-328-7659 

Hot  Springs 

May  19 

Hot  Springs  Artist  Society  Silent  Art  Auction  -  6-9  p.m., 
Symes  Hotel,  406-741-2361 
June  8-10 

Homesteader  Days  -  downtown,  406-741-2662 


Havre 

June  24 

Art  in  the  Gardens  -  various  gardens,  406-265-4723 

Helena 

May  3-6,  10-12,  17-19 

“Fiddler  on  the  Roof’  -  Grandstreet  Theatre, 
406-447-1574 
May  3,  10,  17,  24,  31 

Thursday  Lecture  Series  -  6:30-8  p.m.,  Montana 
Historical  Society,  406-444-2694 
May  5 

Cinco  de  Mayo  Ball  -  7  p.m..  Elks  Club,  406-447-5415 
Montana  State  Belly  Dance  Festival  -  4-H  Community 
Center,  406-461-3953 
May  6 

Kite  Festival  -  noon-4  p.m.,  Ryan  Park,  406-443-4608 
‘Tales  from  the  Underground”  -  1-3:30  p.m.,  Benton 
Avenue  Cemetery,  406-6779 
May  7 

Classical  Guitarist  Peter  Fletcher  -  7  p.m.,  Lewis  and 
Clark  Library,  406-447-1690 
May  11 

Wine  Fair  -  6:30-10  p.m.,  Algeria  Shrine  Center, 
406-324-3484 
May  12 

Mother’s  Day  Pots  and  Plants  Sale  -  10  a.m.-3  p.m., 
Archie  Bray  Foundation,  406-443-3502 
Reading:  John  Clayton  -  12:30-2  p.m.,  Montana 
Historical  Society,  406-444-2694 
Reading:  John  Clayton  -  3-5  p.m.,  Montana  Book  and 
Toy  Company,  406-443-0260;  877-844-0577 
May  18-20 

Great  Divide  Orchid  Society  Show  and  Sale  -  Capitol  Hill 
Mall,  406-459-9252 
May  18 

Spring  Art  Walk  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-447-1535 
Wally  Cardona  Quartet  -  8  p,m..  Myma  Loy  Center, 
406-443-0287 
May  19 

Helena  Symphony:  Annual  Symphony  Gala  -  8  p.m., 
Helena  Civic  Center,  406-442-1860 
“Robin  Hood"  -  2  and  7  p.m.,  Helena  Middle  School 
Auditorium,  406-443-1231 
May  21 

Artbeats’  Chef  Tour  -  9  a.m.-3  p.m.,  various  homes  on 
Helena’s  west  side,  406-443-7572 
May  23.  30,  June  6,  13,  20,  27 

Alive  @  Five  -  5-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-447-1535 
June  1-2 

Governor’s  Cup  Art  and  Craft  Show  -  downtown  Helena 
Walking  Mall,  406-449-4790 
June  1-2,  6-9 

“Secrets  Every  Smart  Traveler  Should  Know"  -  8  p.m., 
Grandstreet  Theatre,  406-447-1574 


Jeffers 

June  12 

Lecture:  “The  Belle  of  Amherst:  Black  Cake  and  Poetry” 

-  10:30  a.m..  Trinity  Church  Parish  Hall,  Speakers 
Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Jefferson  City 

June  30 

Fairy  Festival  -  10  a.m.-6  p.m.,  Tizer  Botanic  Gardens, 
406-933-8789 

Joplin 

June  16 

Art  in  the  Park  and  Car  Show  -  10  a.m.-4  p.m.,  the  park, 
406-292-3325 

Kalispell 

May  3 

John  Gorka  -  7:30  p.m.,  Flathead  High  School  Auditorium, 
406-837-5795 
May  4-5 

Artists  and  Craftsmen  of  the  Flathead  Spring  Show 

-  Kalispell  Center  Mall,  406-881-4288 
May  5 

Death  by  Chocolate  VI:  “Terror  on  the  Titanic”  Murder 
Mystery  -  7-10  p.m.,  Conrad  Mansion,  406-755-2166 
May  11-12 

Colgate  Country  Showdown  -  7  p.m..  Majestic  Valley 
Arena,  406-755-5366 
May  12-13 

Glacier  Symphony:  “Odyssey”  -  Flathead  High  School 
Auditorium,  406-257-3241 
May  19 

Spring  Swing  Fling  Thing  -  7  p.m..  Salvation  Army  Gym, 
The  Salvation  Army,  406-261-5660 
June  2 

Tea  and  Tour  -  1  p.m.,  Conrad  Mansion,  406-755-2166 
June  15 

Reading:  John  Clayton  -  4  p.m..  Books  West, 
406-752-6900 
June  19-20,  26-27 

Picnic  in  the  Park  Concert  Series  -  Depot  Park, 
406-758-7717 

Lame  Deer 

May  26-28 

Northern  Cheyenne  Celebration  -  Powwow  Grounds, 
406-477-8844 

Lewistown 

May  1 1,  June  8 

Art  Walk  -  4-8  p.m.,  downtown,  406-538-3828 
May  12 

Lewistown  Writer’s  Group  -  1 :30  p.m.,  Lewistown  Art 
Center,  406-535-8278 


May  22 

Lecture:  “Jeannette  Rankin:  Peace  is  a  Woman’s  Job” 
-  1  p.m.,  Junior  High  School,  Speakers  Bureau, 
406-243-6022 


Libby 

June  1 

“A  Couple  of  Blaguards”  -  7  p.m..  Memorial  Center, 
406-293-9643 
June  21-23 

“Heaven  Help  the  Po’Taters”  -  7  p.m..  Memorial  Center, 
406-293-9643 
June  29 

Jason  Paul  Peterson  -  7  p.m..  Memorial  Center, 
406-293-9643 

Livingston 

May  3 

Leon  Redbone  -  8  p.m.,  Livingston  Depot  Center, 
406-222-2300 

Lecture:  William  “Gatz”  Hjortsberg,  “The  Golden 
Age  of  American  Cartoon  Art”  -  Danforth  Gallery, 
406-222-6510 

May  4-6,  11-13,  18-20,  25-27 

"Arcadia”  -  Firehouse  5  Playhouse,  406-222- 1 420 
May  10 

Lecture/Concert:  “The  Fine  Art  of  Building  a  Weber 
Instrument”  -  Danforth  Gallery,  406-222-6510 
May  17 

Lecture:  Joanne  Gardner,  “The  Making  of  Will  the 
Circle  Be  Unbroken,  Volume  2”  -  Danforth  Gallery. 
406-222-6510 
May  22 

Lecture:  “Home,  Home  on  the  Ranch”  -  7  p.m.. 

Public  Library  Meeting  Room,  Speakers  Bureau, 
406-243-6022 

Malta 

June  22-24 

Milk  River  Gospel  Jamboree  -  High  School  Auditorium, 
406-654-2913 

Manhattan 

May  6 

Dancing  to  the  Edge  CD  Release  Party  with  the 

Tappan-Roberti-Williams  Trio  -  5  p.m..  Garden  Cafe, 
406-284-3557 

Miles  City 

May  16 

Lecture:  “Killing  the  Last  Wolf:  Wolf  Stories  from  Early 
Montana”  -  7  p.m.,  Custer  County  Art  and  Heritage 
Center.  Speakers  Bureau,  406-234-0635 
June  21 

Lecture:  “America’s  Nature  Writers”  -  7  p.m.,  Custer 
County  Art  and  Heritage  Center,  Speakers  Bureau, 
406-234-0635 
June  27 

Lecture:  “Montana  Memoirs,  Montana  Memories” 

-  7  p.m.,  Custer  County  Art  and  Heritage  Center, 
Speakers  Bureau,  406-234-0635 

Missoula 

May  1-5 

“Big  Love”  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Masquer  Theater, 
406-243-4581 
May  2 

Symphonic  Wind  Ensemble  -  7:30  p.m..  University 
Theatre,  406-243-6880 
May  2-5 

UM  Dance  Concert  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Montana  Theatre, 
PARTV  Center,  406-243-4581 
May  3-6,  9-13 

“Oklahoma"  -  MCT  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 
406-728-PLAY 
May  4,  June  1 

First  Friday  Gallery  Night  -  5-8  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-543-4238 
May  4 

Phil  Vassar  -  7:30  p.m.,  Adams  Center,  406-243-4261 
May  4-5 

Rocky  Mountain  Ballet  Theatre:  “Spring  to  Beijing” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre,  406-549-5155 
May  5 

Potsketch  Auction  -  6:30-10  p.m..  Governor’s  Room  in 
the  Florence  Building,  406-543-0509 

Reading:  Beth  Judy  -  1 1  a.m..  Fact  and  Fiction, 
406-721-2881 
May  5-6 

Western  Montana  Wood  Carvers  Show  -  Missoula 
County  Fairgrounds,  406-251-4197 


Using  a  script  written  from  notes  by 
Crow  tribal  historian  Joe  Medicine 
Crow,  Custer’s  Last  Stand  Reenactment 
tells  the  tale  of  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Bighorn  from  the  Indian  perspective. 
This  year’s  reenactment  is  June  22-24  at 
the  Reenactment  Grounds  near  Hardin. 
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“Magic  Flute” 
comes  to 
Bozeman 

Intermountain 
Opera  Association 
stages  Mozart’s 
enchanting  fairy¬ 
tale  opera,  “The 
Magic  Flute,"  at 
7  p.m.  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  1 6  and 
Friday,  May  18, 
and  3  p.m.  Sun¬ 
day,  May  20,  at 
Willson  Auditorium 
in  Bozeman. 

Audiences  of  all 
ages  will  delight 
in  the  colorful 
production  of 
this  timeless  tale 
about  a  hand¬ 
some  prince  who 
sets  out  to  rescue 
the  kidnapped 
daughter  of  the 
Queen  of  the 
Night.  Mozart’s 
glorious  melodies 
are  sung  in  Eng¬ 
lish  by  internation¬ 
ally-acclaimed 
opera  stars  for 
lOA's  29th  year  of 
producing  profes¬ 
sional  opera  in 
Bozeman. 

Suzanne 
Gorder,  a  former 
principal  singer 
with  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  San 
Diego  opera  com¬ 
panies,  teaches 
two  free  classes 
about  the  opera, 
1-2:30  p.m. 

April  28  and 
May  1 2  at  the 
Bozeman  Public 
Library. 

Performance 
tickets  may  be 
ordered  in  ad¬ 
vance  by  calling 
406-585-7545  and 
leaving  a  mes¬ 
sage,  or  email¬ 
ing  ioa  opera@ 
bozeman.com. 
Walk-in  ticket 
sales  begin 
April  30  at  the  IOA 
office  in  the  U.S. 
Bank  building, 

104  E.  Main  in 
Bozeman;  for 
further  information 
visit  www.opera 
bozeman.org. 


Missoula  (continued) 

May  11 

Endangered  Species  Film  Fest  -  7:30  p.m..  Crystal 
Theatre,  406-549-2848 
May  12-19 

international  Wildlife  Film  Festival  -  Wilma  Theatre  and 
Roxy  Theatre,  406-728-9380 
Max  13 

Signing:  George  Schaller  -  1-3  p.m..  Fact  and  Fiction, 
406-721-2881 
May  18 

the  Light  Show  -  6  p.m.,  Hilton  Garden  Inn,  Living  Art, 
406-549-5329 
May  19 

john  Prine  -  8  p.m..  University  Theater,  406-243-405 1 
May  24 

Lecture:  Julia  Becker  -  7  p.m.,  Missoula  Art  Museum, 
406-728-0447 
May  26 

Lipizzaner  Stallions  -  7:30  p.m.,  Adams  Center, 
406-243-4261 
May  26-27 

third  Ear  Reading  Series  -  2,  4  and  7:30  p.m..  Upstairs 
at  the  Union  Club,  406-728-9236 
May  30 

Lecture:  Marie  Watt  -  7  p.m.,  Missoula  Art  Museum, 
406-728-0447 
June  2-3 

Bill  Harley  -  3  p.m.,  University  Theatre.  KUFM, 
406-243-6390 
June  6,  13,  20 

Out  to  Lunch  -  11  a.m.-l:30  p.m.,  Caras  Park, 
406-543-4238 
June  7,  14.  21,  28 

Downtown  Tonight  -  5:30-8  p.m.,  Caras  Park, 
406-543-4238 
June  8 

Reading:  Joanna  Klink  -  7  p.m..  Fact  and  Fiction, 
406-721-2881 
June  9 

"A  Single  Woman”  -  Wilma  Theatre,  406-543-3955 
June  12 

Reading:  John  Clayton  -  7  p.m..  Fact  and  Fiction, 
406-721-2881 
June  14 

Reading:  Michael  Punke  -  7  p.m.,  Fact  and  Fiction, 
406-721-2881 
June  22 

Presentation  and  Signing:  Jillian  Robinson  -  7  p.m..  Fact 
and  Fiction,  406-721-2881 
June  22-30 

The  Missoula  Colony  1 2  -  UM  Montana  Theatre. 
PARTV  Center,  406-243-6809 
June  23 

New  Zealand  Day  -  downtown,  406-72 1 -962Q 
June  30 

Garden  City  Quilt  Walk  -  10  a.m.-4  p.m..  around  town, 
406-726-3284 

Norris 

May  28 

Holy  Bucket  Bluegrass  Festival  -  4-10  p.m.,  Norris  Hot 
Springs.  406-685-3303 

Park  City 

June  16-17 

Spring  Art  and  Crafts  Festival  -  Civic  Center,  Park  City 
Arts  and  Crafts  Association.  406-633-2454 

Philipsburg 

May  12 

Montana  A  Cappella  Society  -  7  p.m..  Opera  House 
Theatre,  406-859-0013 
May  18 

Bits  and  Pieces  -  7  p.m..  Opera  House  Theatre, 
406-859-0013 
June  1 

Open  Range  and  the  Swing  Stampede  -  Opera  House 
Theatre.  406-859-0013 
June  28.  30 

“The  Heart  Goes  on  the  Other  Sleeve"  -  7  p.m.,  Opera 
House  Theatre,  406-859-0013 
June  29 

'Turn  Your  Radio  On”  -  7  p.m..  Opera  House  Theatre, 
406-859-0013 


The  Philipsburg  Opera  House  season  opens  with  “The  Heart  Goes  on  the  Other 
Sleeve”  June  28.  This  original  work  is  sure  to  engage  the  whole  family.  Following  on 
its  heels  is  the  ever  popular  Vaudeville  Variety  Show. 


“Crisis,  Hope  and  Vision  -  Solutions  for  Planet  Earth”  is  the  theme 
of  the  30th  annual  International  Wildlife  Film  Festival,  May  12-19 
in  Missoula.  This  year’s  festival  features  discussions  throughout 
the  week  by  the  BBC  team  that  produced  the  groundbreaking  TV 
series,  “Planet  Earth.” 


Plentywood 

June  14 

Lecture:  “Happy  as  a  Clam:  A  Study  of  Cliches  ’ 

-  7  p.m.,  Sheridan  County  Courthouse,  Speakers 
Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Poison 

May  3 

Women  in  the  Round  -  7:30  p.m.,  Poison  High  School 
Auditorium,  406-676-2427 
June  8-10,  15-17 

“The  Boys  Next  Door”  -  John  Dowdall  Theatre, 
406-883-9212 
June  23 

“Kids  Rock  When  They  Roll"  -  2  and  7  p.m.,  John 
Dowdall  Theatre,  406-883-9212 
June  27-29 

“Boomers  Revisited"  -  8  p.m.,  John  Dowdall  Theatre, 
406-883-9212 

Red  Lodge 

May  17 

Reading:  John  Clayton  -  6  p.m..  Golf  Clubhouse, 
406-446-3322 
June  2 

Reading:  John  Clayton  -  3  p.m..  Red  Lodge  Books, 
406-446-2742 
June  9-10,  12-17 

Red  Lodge  Music  Festival  Concerts  -  Civic  Center, 
406-252-4599 

Ronan 

June  28 

Spencer  Bohren  -  8  p.m.  Red  Poppy,  406-676-3010 

Roundup 

May  14 

Lecture:  “Movie  Stars  and  Rattlesnakes:  The  Heyday 
of  Montana  Live  Television”  -  1 :55  and  7:30  p.m.. 
Community  Library,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Seeley  Lake 

May  26-27 

Loon  and  Fish  Festival  -  Community  Hall,  Alpine 
Artisans,  406-793-5706 

Stevensville 

May  4,  June  1 

First  Friday  -  6-9  p.m., 
downtown, 
406-777-3773 
May  12 

“Made  in  the  Shade” 
Art  and  Craft  Show 

-  10  a.m.-4  p.m., 
Towle  House  Realty, 
406-777-1160 

May  25-26,  June  1-3, 
8-10 

“Pippin  -  The  Musical” 

-  Chantilly  Theatre, 
406-777-2722 


Three  Forks 

May  25 

Lecture:  John  Levar, 
“Whatever  Happened 
to  Baby  Pomp?” 

-  8  p.m.,  Lewis  and 
Clark  Caverns  State 
Park,  406-287-3541 
June  1,  8,  15.  22,  29 
Summer  Campfire 
Programs  -  8  p.m., 
Lewis  and  Clark 
Caverns  State  Park, 
406-287-3541 


June  30  n 

Lecture:  “A  Meeting  by  the  River:  the  First  Crow  Agency 

-  7  p.m.,  Missouri  Headwaters  State  Park,  Speakers 
Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Townsend 

June  1-3 

Cowboy  Entertainer  Gathering  -  Broadwater  High  School 
Auditorium,  406-266-3946 

Virginia  City 

May  25-June  30 

The  Brewery  Follies  -  4  and  8  p.m.,  Gilbert  Brewery, 

406-843-5218 

May  26-27,  29-June  3.  June  5-10,  12-17,  19-24,  26-30 
Virginia  City  Players  -  Opera  House,  800-929-2969 
June  9 

“Elevenses”  Tea  and  Victorian  Fashion  Show 

-  1 1  a.m.,  Bennett  House  Inn  and  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
406-251-3261 

The  Grand  Ball  of  1864  -  7:30  p.m..  Community  Center, 
406-843-5454 

West  Glacier 

May  25 

Spring  for  Glacier  Benefit  Gala  -  4-10  p.m.,  Belton  Chalet 
and  Lake  McDonald  Lodge,  406-755-121 1 

West  Yellowstone 

May  25-26,  28-June  2,  June  4-7.  12,  16,  18,  20,  22,  26,  28 
“Footloose”  -  Playmill  Theatre,  406-646-7757 
June  2 

“Buffalo  Roam”  Unveiling  -  1  p.m.,  West  Yellowstone 
Historical  Museum,  406-646-7701 
“Buffalo  Roam”  -  3-4  p.m.,  Yellowstone  Historic  Center, 
West  Yellowstone  Economic  Development, 
406-640-1700 

June  8-9,  11.  13,  15.  19,  21.  23,  25.  29-30 

“See  How  They  Run”  -  Playmill  Theatre,  406-646-7757 
June  27,  30 

“Annie  Get  Your  Gun"  -  6  and  8:30  p.m.,  Playmill 
Theatre,  406-646-7757 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

May  11-13 

“Motherin’  Up”  Gathering  of  Poets  and  Pickers  -  High 
School,  406-547-3563 

Whitefish 

May  1 

Wine  and  Food  Fest  -  6-9  p.m.,  Grouse  Mountain  Lodge, 
406-862-5371 
May  3,  June  7 

First  Thursday  Gallery  Nights  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-862-5929 
Max  10-12,  17-19 

“dirty  Blonde”  -  7:30  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Center, 
406-862-5371 
June  29-30 

Big  Sky  Country  Antique  Fair  -  O’Shaughnessy  Center, 
406-862-5371 
June  30 

“A  Veary  Beary  Quilt  Show”  -  1 0  a.m.-6  p.m..  Middle 
School  Gym,  Stumptown  Quilters  Society,  406-756-2450 

Wisdom 

June  29-30 

Old  West  Gun  Show  -  Community  Building  and  Masonic 
Temple,  406-689-3800 

Yellow  Bay 

May  12 

Flathead  Cherry  Blossom  Festival  -  10  a.m. -4  p.m.. 
Yellow  Bay  Clubhouse,  406-982-3524 

Zurich 

Max  4-6 

Pickers  and  Fiddlers  Hi-Line  Rendezvous  -  Zurich  Park, 
406-353-2655 
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xhibitions,  May/June 


Yellowstone 
County 
Museum: 
Connelly 
Saddles, 
month 
of  May, 
reception 
noon 
May  17; 
Wild  West 
Adventure, 
month 
of  June; 
406-256- 

Nancy  Greenfield’s  art  is  on  display  at  the  Hangin’  Art  1 1 

Gallery  In  Arlee. 


Anaconda 
Copper  Village 
Museum  and 
Art  Center: 

“Russell 
Chatham, 

Selected 
Lithographs,” 

May-July; 

406-563-2422 

Arlee 

Hangin' Art 
Gallery:  Nancy 
Greenfield, 

“Exploring 
Montana: 

Following  Great 
Grandfather’s 
Steps,”  through  June  16;  St.  Ignatius  High 
School  Students  Photography  Exhibit, 
through  May;  406-726-5005 


Boulder 

Boulder  Hot  Springs: 

Nan  Parsons,  May  6-June  30,  reception 
noon-2  p.m.  May  13;  406-225-4339 


Chester 

Liberty  Village  Arts  Center:  Otho  Hartley, 
‘To  Touch  the  Sky:  Historical  Photo 
Essay  on  Women  in  Dude  Ranching,” 
month  of  May,  reception  5-7  p.m.  May  1 2; 
Photographs  by  Kevin  Eveland,  month  of 
June;  406-759-5652 

Colstrip 

Schoolhouse  History  and  Art  Center: 

Joy  Enterline,  month  of  May;  Traveling 
Collection,  month  of  June;  406-748-4822 

Deer  Lodge 

Montana  Auto  Museum  in  the  Old  Prison 
Complex:  Muscle  Cars  of  the  '50s  and 
'60s.  ongoing;  406-846-3 1 1 1 

Dillon 

Montana  Western  Art  Gallery:  Art  Student 
Exhibit,  through  May  8,  reception  6:30- 
7:30  p.m.  May  1;  406-683-7232 


Big  Sky 

Gallatin  River  Gallery:  Paul  Brigham,  “Home 
on  the  Range,”  June  19- Aug.  4,  reception 
6-8  p.m.  June  21;  406-995-2909 

Big  Timber 

Hodges  Fine  Art  Gallery:  Cowboy  Artist  Dave 
Powell,  May  and  June;  406-932-6834 

Bigfork 

ARTfusion:  Art  Students  Annual  Show, 

May  1-31,  reception  3-7  p.m.  May  12; 

Ricky  Clarke  Graduate  Show,  June  2-14; 

Sara  MacCalman  and  Melora  Neaves, 

June  26-July  29,  reception  7  p.m.  June  26; 
406-837-3526 

Bigfork  Art  and  Cultural  Center:  Michael 
Patterson,  “Impressions  of  Northwest 
Montana,”  June  8-July  7;  406-837-6927 

Billings 

Bill  McIntosh  Gallery:  Liza  Dada  and  Kate 
Morris,  May  4-30,  reception  5-9  p.m.  May  4; 
406-252-2010 

Flatiron  Gallery:  Brian  Cast,  May  1  -June  9, 
reception  5-9  p.m.  May  4;  Patrick  Zentz, 

June  12-July  28,  reception  6-9  p.m.  June  15; 
406-256-7791 

Sandstone  Gallery:  Sue  Hammersmark  and 
Donna  Moore,  month  of  May.  reception 
5-9  p.m.  May  4;  Allison  Lenning  and  Jim 
Walker,  month  of  June,  reception  10  a.m.- 
1  p.m.  June  9;  406-256-5837 

The  Depot:  Art  on  the  Avenue  Reception  and 
Show,  5-9  p.m.  May  11;  406-248-1141 

Toucan  Gallery:  Marilyn  Beth  Hughes,  through 
June  15  and  “Big  Names,  Small  Works,” 
through  June  15:406-252-0122 

Western  Heritage  Center:  “We’re  Making 
History:  Billings  First  125  Years,”  through 
next  May;  "The  Story  of  the  1937  Flood: 
Billings'  Greatest  Natural  Disaster,” 
through  June  9;  “Montana's  Black  Gold: 
Underground 
Coal  Mining 
Communities, 

1880-1950,” 
opening 
June  13; 

406-256-6809 

Yellowstone  Art 
Museum: 

“The  Art  of 
Warner  Bros. 

Cartoons,” 
through 
June  10;  “The 
HOME/House 
Project:  The 
Future  of 
Affordable 
Housing,” 

through  June  10;  “Relics:  Works  by  Brian 
Scott,”  through  July  1;  Soroptimists’  Young 
Artist  Program,  June  2-28,  reception  5:30- 
7:30  p.m.  June  28;  “A  Western  Icon:  The 
Stories  and  Illustrations  of  Will  James,” 
ongoing;  406-256-6804 


Bozeman 

Emerson  Center  Jessie  Wilber  Gallery: 

“Caravan  Collaboration:  Alone/Together,” 
May  1  -June  27,  reception  6-8  p.m.  June  27; 
Olga  Lomshakova,  “A  Static  Aesthetic” 
through  May  31;  Kerry  Corcoran,  May  1- 
June  27;  Rene  Westbrook,  June  8-Aug.  31, 
reception  6-8  p.m.  June  26;  406-587-9797 
Helen  E.  Copeland  Gallery:BFA  Exhibition, 
April  30-May  11,  reception  5-7  p.m.  May  1 1; 
406-994-2562 

Museum  of  the  Rockies:  "Tutankhamun: 
Wonderful 
Things  from 
the  Pharaoh’s 
Tomb,” 
through 
Sept.  3; 

“Picasso: 

25  Years 
of  Edition 
Ceramics,” 
through 
Aug.  19; 

The  50th 
Anniversary 
Exhibit, 
ongoing; 

406-994-2251 

Browning 

Museum  of  the  Plains  Indian:  Leonda  Fast 
Buffalo  Horse,  through  June  6;  406-338-2230 
Museum  of  the  Plains  Indian:  Summer 
Sale  Exhibit,  June  8-  Sept.  14;  Works  by 
Leonda  Fast  Buffalo  Horse,  through  June  6: 
406-338-2230 

Butte 

Charles  W.  Clark  Chateau:  "Montana 
Interpretations,"  June  1  -July  14,  reception 
7-10  p.m.  June  1;  406-723-7600 

Main  Stope 
Gallery:  Phil 
Winninghoff, 
month  of  May, 
reception 
5-9  p.m.  May  4; 
Don  Cooney, 

•  month  of  June, 
reception 
5-9  p.m.  June  1; 
406-723-9195 
Uptown  Cafe: 
Nolan  Salix. 
through  May  5; 
406-723-4735 
Venus  Rising 
Gallery:  Visions 
and  Voices 
Collaborative  Art 
Show  and  Poetry 
Exhibit,  April  26- 
June  15,  reception  5-10  p.m.  May  4;  “West 
Coast  Textures,"  opening  June  25,  reception 
July  6;  406-491-4476 

World  Museum  of  Mining:  “The  Sarnie  Kieth 
Doll  Collection,"  through  September; 
406-782-6489 


Great  Falls 

C.M.  Russell  Museum:  “Bob  Scriver: 
Montana  Renaissance  Man,”  through 
October;  “Masters  in  Miniature,”  June  15 
through  September;  “Broncs,  Buckaroos 
and  Babes:  Early  Images  and  Collectibles,” 
Bronzes  by  Jay  Contway;  Blackfeet 
Sundance  Paintings  by  Gary  Schildt;  and 
Works  by  Charlie  Russell,  all  ongoing; 
406-727-8787 

Gallery  16:  Judy  Gumsey  and  J.  David, 

May  and  June,  reception  6-9  p.m.  May  4; 

406-453-6103 
Great  Falls  Public 
Library: 
Members  of 
the  Thursday 
Morning  Drawing 
Club,  “Pin  Ups,” 
May  and  June, 
reception  5-7  p.m. 
May  10; 

Historical 
Photographs  of 
Fort  Benton, 
ongoing; 
406-453-0349 
Paris  Gibson 
Square  Museum  of 
Art:  “By  Design: 
Fast,  Functional  and 

Fun!”  through  Aug.  1,  reception  5:30-7:30 
p.m.  May  4;  Great  Falls  Public  Schools 
Student  Art  Exhibition,  through  May  15; 
VSA  (Vision,  Strength,  Access)  Student 
Art  Exhibition,  May  21-June  15,  reception 
10  a.m.-2  p.m.  May  31;  Jean  Price,  “Three 
Thousand  and  Counting,”  installation  and 
rededication  7  p.m.  May  28;  Jacqueline 
Rieder  Hud, “Painting  the  Wild,”  June  1- 
July  26,  reception  5:30-7:30  p.m.  June  21; 
Jolene  Monheim,  "Poised  Between  Life 
and  Death,”  June  1-  Sept.  1,  reception 
5:30-7:30  p.m.  June  21;  and  Zach  Culliton, 
“BioCreations,"  June  21-Aug.  10;  reception 
5:30-7:30  p.m.  June  21;  406-727-8255 

The  History  Museum:  “Handcrafted:  An 
American  Tradition,”  through  May  1 8; 
Studio  706  Art  Guild  Show,  through 
May  31;  “A  Night  at  the  Ozark:  Great  Falls’ 
Lively  Jazz  Era,”  June  1-Sept.  30,  reception 
5-9  p.m.  June  1 ;  Photographs  by  Minnie 
Hawthorne,  June  1-July  31;  406-452-3462 

UGF  Library  Exhibit  Space:  Annual  Juried 
Student  Art  Exhibit,  through  May  7; 
406-791-5375 

Hamilton 

Frame  Shop  and  Gallery:  Abigail  Turner 
and  Sam  Reckson,  through  June  20;  “Cattle 
Call,”June  22-Aug.  21,  reception  5-8  p.m. 
June  22;  406-363-6684 

Hardin 

Big  Horn  County  Library:  Undercover 
Gals  and  Big  Horn  Quilters  Show,  June  8- 
July  19:406-665-1184 

Continued  on  next  page 


“The  Art  of  Warner  Bros.  Cartoons”  is  on  display 
through  June  10  at  the  Yellowstone  Art  Museum  in 
Billings. 


Gallery  16  in  Great  Falls  features  landscapes  by 
Judy  Gurnsey. 
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MPAA  plans 
four  shows 

The  Montana 
Professional 
Artists  Associa¬ 
tion  (MPAA),  an 
organization  of 
professional  art¬ 
ists  from  through¬ 
out  the  state,  has 
scheduled  shows 
this  season  in 
Hamilton,  Helena, 
Lewistown  and 
Cody,  WY. 

The  season 
begins  with 
the  third  an¬ 
nual  all-member 
show  and  sale, 
June  8-10  at  the 
Bitterroot  River 
Inn  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  with 
a  gala  reception 
and  awards  cer¬ 
emony  on  Friday. 

The  MPAA  Art 
Show  and  Sale, 
Aug.  17-19  at  the 
Great  Northern 
Hotel  in  Helena, 
has  expanded 
to  three  days 
this  year  and 
coincides  with  the 
Western  Rendez¬ 
vous  of  Art. 

MPAA 
members 
return  to  Cody 
Sept.  20-24  for  an 
art  show  and  sale 
at  the  Holiday  Inn 
there.  And  finally, 
members  will  dis¬ 
play  their  works 
Sept.  4-Oct.  4  at 
the  Lewistown 
Art  and  Cultural 
Center. 

For  details 
on  the  upcom¬ 
ing  shows  or  the 
organization,  call 
406-961-3887 
or  406-777- 
0553  or  visit 
www.montana 
professional 
artistsassoc.com. 
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MIA  hosts 
exhibit  and 
sale  in  June 

The  Bozeman 
chapter  of  the 
Montana  Insti¬ 
tute  of  the  Arts 
presents  its  sixth 
annual  Juried  Art 
Exhibit  and  Sale, 
June  8-10  at  the 
Emerson  Cultural 
Center  Ballroom, 
111S.  Grand  in 
Bozeman. 

This  event 
coincides  with  the 
first  Art  Walk  of 
the  2007  season. 
Doors  are  open 
5-8  p.m.  Friday, 

10  a.m.-5  p.m. 
Saturday  and 

11  a.m.-4  p.m. 
Sunday. 

The  exhibit 
includes  two-  and 
three-dimen¬ 
sional  artwork 
by  emerging  and 
established  local 
artists.  Awards 
will  be  presented 
at  6:30  p.m.  Fri¬ 
day.  Cash  awards 
are  provided  by 
the  Wanda  Ellig 
Memorial  Fund 
as  well  as  local 
and  national 
merchants. 

The  juror  for 
the  event  is 
Aaron  Schuerr, 
an  accomplished 
and  dedicated 
plein-air  artist  who 
works  in  oil  and 
pastel.  He  is  rep¬ 
resented  by  A.L. 
Swanson  Gallery 
in  Helena  and 
Chaparral  Fine  Art 
in  Bozeman. 

All  artwork  is 
for  sale  with  a 
portion  of  the 
proceeds  support¬ 
ing  the  Montana 
Institute  of  the 
Arts,  a  non-profit 
organization.  Call 
406-586-591 6  for 
details. 


xhibitions,  May/June 


Helena 

Archie  Bray  Foundation:  “Steven  Young 
Lee,  In  the  Name  of  Tradition,”  through 
May  13;  Community  Class  Exhibition, 

June  1-3,  reception  6-8  p.m.  June  1 ; 
Resident  Scholarship  Silent  and  Live 
Auctions,  June  22-July  28,  reception 
6-8  p.m.  June  22;  Resident  Summer 
Exhibition.  June  22-July  28,  reception 
July  13;  406-443-3502 
Carroll  College  Art  Gallery  and  Room  317 
in  the  State  Capitol:  Michael  Freeman. 
“Sudan:  The  Land  and  the  People," 

June  21 -July  25,  reception  at  both  locations 

5- 7  p.m.  June  2 1 ;  406-447-4302 
Holter  Museum  of  Art:  Youth 

Electrum,  May  4-27,  reception  6-8  p.m. 
May  4;  "International  Language,”  through 
June  10;  “Ana  35,”  June  8-Aug.  14, 
reception  6-8  p.m.  June  15;  and  “Desert 
Dreamscapes,”  June  15-Dec.  30,  reception 

6- 8  p.m.  June  15;  406-442-6400 
Montana’s  Museum  at  the  Montana 

Historical  Society:  “Let  Wonderland  Tell 
Its  Story:  The  1871  Alberttypes  of  William 
Henry  Jackson,”  May  24- 
Oct.  3 1 ,  reception  6-8  p.m. 

May  24;  “On  Track:  The 
Railroad  Photographs  of 
Warren  McGee,”  through 
next  May;  “Montana  by 
Food  -  A  Taste  of  the 
Past,”  through  Oct.  27; 
and  “Neither  Empty  Nor 
Unknown:  Montana  at  the 
Time  of  Lewis  and  Clark,” 
ongoing;  406-444-2694 
Upper  Missouri  Artists 
Gallery:  Kathy  Fehlig, 
month  of  May;  Louis 
Archambault,  month  of 
June;  406-457-8240 


Northwest  Healthcare  Healing 
Arts  Galleries,  Kalispell 
Regional  Medical  Center: 

“Living  with  the  Animals,” 
through  May  21;  “Beauty 
Within:  Cellular  Structures 
as  Living  Art,”  June  1-Oct.  5; 
406-257-4217 
Sassafras  Artists  and 

Craftsmen  Co-op:  Layah 
Cottonwood  and  Donna 
Dunwoody,  month  of 
May;  Connie  Gemmer  and 
Julie  Wulf,  month  of  June; 

406-752-2433 

Lewistown 

Lewistown  Art  Center: 

Montana  Watercolor  Society 
Open  Show,  May  1-26, 
reception  5-7  p.m.  May  5; 

Carol  Poppenga,  May  29- 
June  23;  Monte  Dolack,  June  26-  July  28; 
406-535-8278 


Bruce  Miller’s  paintings  are  on 
exhibit  at  Moose  Horn  Gallery  in 
Livingston. 


Kalispell 

Hockaday  Museum  of 
Art:  “Jeff  Walker  -  An 
Etching  Retrospective,” 

May  5-July  5,  reception 
5-7:30  p.m.  May  11;  “Lyle 
Olson  -  Views  of  India,” 

May  29-July  5,  reception  5-7:30  p.m. 

June  15;  “Walter  Hook  -  Scholar,  Teacher, 
Artist,”  through  June  3;  “Abbrescia's 
Passion:  Plein-Aire  Paintings  of  Glacier 
Park,”  June  8-Sept.  11,  reception  5-7:30 
p.m.  June  15;  “Crown  of  the  Continent: 
Glacier  National  Park  Permanent 
Exhibition,”  ongoing;  406-755-5268 
Montana  Stone  Gallery:  Kelly  Apgar,  month 
of  May,  reception  May  4;  406-756-7625 
Museum  at  Central  School:  "Rural  Routes 
-  Faces  and  Voices  of  Agriculture  in  the 
Flathead  Valley,”  ongoing;  406-756-8381 


Lyle  Olson’s  photographs  can 
be  seen  in  the  exhibit  “View  of 
India”  at  the  Hockaday  Museum 
of  Art  in  Kalispell. 


Livingston 

Depot  Center:  Lee  Silliman, 
“Yellowstone  Then  and 
Now,”  May  26-Sept.  8; 
“Rails  Across  the  Rockies, 
A  Century  of  People  and 
Places,”  “Film  in  Montana: 
Moviemaking  Under 
the  Big  Sky”  and  “The 
Livingston  Depot  in  History 
and  Architecture,”  ongoing; 
406-222-2300 

Moose  Horn  Gallery:  Bruce 
Miller,  Sam  A.  Terakedis 
and  Lois  Patton  Trussell, 
reception  4-8  p.m.  May  4-5; 
406-333-4468 

Miles  City 

Custer  County  Art  and 
Heritage  Center: 

Western  Art  Roundup, 

May  6-June  24,  reception 
9:30-11:30  a.m.  May  20; 
406-234-0635 


Missoula 

Historical  Museum  at  Fort  Missoula:  "Our 
Vehicles,  Our  Lives,”  through  Sept.  3; 
“Picnic  Baskets  and  Suitcases:  Vacations 
from  1860-1960,"  through  February; 
406-728-3476 

Missoula  Art  Museum:  Blake  Haygood, 
“Depending  on  Your  Perspective  It  Might 
Be  Okay,”  May  6-July  28,  reception 
5-8  p.m.  May  6;  “Women  Beyond  Borders: 
The  Art  of  Building  Community,”  through 
June  8;  Bendy  Spang,  May  11 -Aug.  11, 


reception  5:30-9  p.m. 
May  17;  and  Brad  Allen, 
“LooM,”  May  17- 
July  21,  reception  5:30- 
9  p.m.  May  17;  Faith 
Ringgold,  June  15- 
Aug.  1 5  reception 
5:30-  9  p.m.  June  21 ; 
406-728-0447 
Montana  Museum  of  Art 
and  Culture:  “Marilyn 
Bruya:  A  Retrospective,” 
through  June  30;  “Henry 
Meloy:  The  Portraits,” 
ongoing;  406-243-2019 
UM  Gallery  of  Visual 
Arts:  Linda  McCray, 
Kendall  Mingey, 
Amanda  Turpen  and 
Leah  Katz:  Thesis 
Exhibitions,  through 
May  ll;406-243-2813 

University  Center  Art  Gallery:  Greg  Siple, 
“Bicycle  Eclectic:  Touring  Photographic 
Exhibition,”  through  May  1 1 ;  406-243-4991 

Whooping  Crones  Gallery:  Carol  Novotne, 
month  of  May,  reception  5-8  p.m.  May  4; 

M.  Scott  Miller,  month  of  June,  reception 
5-8  p.m.  June  1;  406-721-3042 

Poison 

Sandpiper  Gallery:  The  Stockhill  Family, 
through  June  2;  Sculptures  by  Barbara 
Lwanga,  through  June  2;  Ken  Hansen,  Ted 
Winger  and  Carylon  Stone-Reuthlinger, 

June  5-July  14,  reception  5-7  p.m.  June  8; 
406-883-5956 

Red  Lodge 

Red  Lodge  Clay  Center:  Jeff  Oestreich, 

May  4-June  24,  reception  5-7  p.m.  May  4; 
Julia  Galloway,  month  of  May;  Andy  Shaw, 
month  of  June;  406-446-3993 

Ronan 

Red  Poppy:  Olivia  Lynn  Olsen,  May  27-June  24, 
reception  1-4  p.m.  May  27;  406-676-3010 

Sidney 

MonDak  Heritage  Center:  "Works  on  Paper,” 
May  1-31;  “The  Good,  The  Bad  and  The 
Ugly,”  through  June  30;  Tom  Ferris,  “Details 
from  the  Road,”  June  1  -July  1;  406-433-3500 

Stevensville 

Rocky  Mountain  Bank:  Bob  Phinney,  through 
June;  406-777-2562 

Whitefish 

Stumptown  Art  Studio:  Shannon  Wagner, 
reception  6-9  p.m.  May  3;  Spring  Student 
Show  and  Ice-Cream  Social,  6-9  p.m.  June  7; 
406-862-5929 


New  Cultural  Treasures  available 


From  Absarokee  to  Wisdom,  the  new  edition 
of  Montana's  Cultural  Treasures  is  chockfull 
of  information  on  galleries  and  museums 
throughout  the  Treasure  State.  Bookstores 
and  theatres  are  also  listed  in  the  2007-2008 
directory. 

The  Montana  Arts  Council,  Montana 
Historical  Society,  Travel  Montana  and  Lee 
Enterprises  collaborate  on  the  annual  guide, 
which  was  launched  more  than  a  decade  ago. 
Listings  axe  available  to  any  establishment  that 
has  an  exhibition  space  open  to  the  public  dur¬ 
ing  regular  business  hours. 

In  an  introduction  to  the  guide.  Gov.  Brian 
Schweitzer  notes  that  Montana  “is  blessed  to 
have  a  thriving  arts  community  that  is  very 
much  alive  in  every  corner  of  our  state.  We 
have  some  of  the  world’s  finest  artists  and  per¬ 
formers  living  and  working  right  here  under 
the  Big  Sky.” 


“We  are  a  unique  state,”  he  adds.  “Our 
history,  cultural  treasures  and  art  communi¬ 
ties  are  unmatched  by  any  other.” 

This  year’s  issue  also  includes  feature 
stories  by  Carlotta  Grandstaff  on  the  Port 
Poison  Players,  Native  American  art  in 
state  parks,  and  an  interdisciplinary  sum¬ 
mer  day  camp  at  Kootenai  Creek  Ranch 
near  Stevensville;  a  run  down  of  the 
economic  contributions  that  the  arts  make 
to  the  state’s  economy;  and  an  essay  on 
“Montana’s  Literary  Treasures”  by  Mark 
Sherouse,  executive  director  of  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Committee  for  the  Humanities. 

The  free  guide  is  available  at  galleries, 
museums  and  visitors'  centers  throughout 
the  state;  to  request  copies  or  for  advertis¬ 
ing  and  listing  information,  e-mail  Holly 
Kuehlwein  at  holly.kuehlwein@lee.net  or 
call  800-366-7193. 
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"Buffalo  Roam"  home  to  West  Yellowstone 


Painted  fiberglass  buffalos  by  Michael  Meissner  of  Glendive 
(above)  ... 


Twenty-six  nearly  life-size 
painted  fiberglass  cow  buffalo  will 
be  unveiled  for  the  first  time  at 
1  p.m.  June  2  on  the  lawn  of  the 
West  Yellowstone  Historic  Muse¬ 
um.  On  Friday,  June  1 ,  the  public 
is  invited  to  watch  as  participating 
artists  paint  “Frances,”  the  26th 
buffalo.  Artists  will  also  display 
and  sell  their  work  June  1-2. 

“Buffalo  Roam”  was  launched 
in  June  2006,  when  artists  sub¬ 
mitted  their  concepts  based  on 
themes  depicting  historic  West 
Yellowstone,  Native  Americans 
or  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Twenty-five  artists  were  selected 
for  the  project,  and  in  November 
they  loaded  up  their  naked  3D 
buffalo  canvases  and  headed  back 
to  four  different  states. 

The  buffalo  began  roaming  back  home 
to  West  Yellowstone  April  1 ,  ready  for  their 
protective  clear  coats.  After  the  “Grand  Unveil¬ 
ing,”  the  buffalo  will  spend  the  summer  at  their 
individual  sponsor’s  locations  in  and  around 
West  Yellowstone. 

Visitors  can  use  their  own  Buffalo  Roam 
trail  map  to  photograph  and  learn  more  about 
the  artist’s  concepts  and  themes.  The  buffalo 
reappear  at  different  locations  each  summer  for 


the  next  three  years,  culminating  in  an  auction 
in  2009. 

The  Buffalo  Roam  Project  is  sponsored  by 
the  West  Yellowstone  Economic  Development 
Council,  Inc.  (WYED)  as  a  way  to  introduce 
a  new  venue  for  artistic  expression  in  West 
Yellowstone  while  providing  local  citizens 
and  visitors  with  a  fun  and  rewarding  cul¬ 
tural  and  artistic  experience.  For  details,  visit 
www.wyed.org. 


...  and  Linda  Phillippi  of  Ronan  are  among 
the  26  bison  that  will  be  unveiled  in  West 
Yellowstone  on  June  2. 

(Photo  by  Donn  Borden) 


Expanded  auction 
a  success  for  YAM 

The  Yellowstone  Art  Museum’s  39th 
Annual  .Art  Auction  put  the  “M”  in  Magic 
for  the  Magic  City  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
nights,  March  2-3. 

This  year's  first-ever  two-evening  event 
attracted  a  crowd  of  over  750  people,  with 
combined  arl  sales  from  both  events  push¬ 
ing  near-record  numbers. 

Commanding  the  highest  prices  were  Ted 
Waddell’s  live  auction  piece,  “Big  Wood 
Angus  #5,”  $12,000:  Brian  Scott’s  silent 
auction  piece,  “The  Netherworld  Cafe,” 

$  1 ,500;  and  Phoebe  Knapp's  quick-draw 
sculpture,  “Fly  Me  to  the  Moon,”  $7,000. 

Ninety-eight  works  of  art  were  sold  dur¬ 
ing  Friday  night’s  Silent  Auction  and  Beer 
Tasting.  Saturday  night’s  gala  included  a 
Quick  Draw,  with  artists  creating  impromp¬ 
tu  works  of  art  over  the  course  of  one  hour. 

Auctioneer  Troy  Black  led  an  energized 
live  auction,  which  included  a  Head-or-Tails 
fundraising  game  and  raffle  for  three  prizes. 

The  dates  are  already  set  for  next  year’s 
40th  annual  event:  Friday,  Feb.  29  (Leap 
Year)  and  Saturday,  March  1 .  For  details, 
visit  www.artmuseum.org. 


Russell  Auction  sets  record 


With  help  from  the  $155,000  sale  of 
“First  Snow  Crow  Reservation  Montana” 
by  J.H.  Sharp,  the  annual  C.M.  Russell 
Auction  brought  in  a  total  of  $2,329,250 
-  beating  last  year’s  record  of  $2.2  million. 

Held  March  16-17,  the  39th  annual  event 
is  a  fundraiser  for  the  C.M.  Russell  Mu¬ 
seum,  hosted  by  the  Great  Falls  Ad  Club. 

Friday  night's  auction  tallied  sales  of 
$1,086,800,  well  above  the  record  of 
$753,000  set  in  2005:  and  that  evening’s 
Quick  Draw  brought  in  $25,600. 

Saturday’s  auction  totaled  $  1 ,242,450; 
with  another  $47,650  from  the  Quick  Draw. 

Some  of  the  other  top  sellers  included 
“Fire  Dreams”  by  E.I.  Couse,  an  oil  paint¬ 
ing  from  the  C.M.  Russell  Museum’s 
collection,  which  sold  for  $1 10,000,  and 
two  other  paintings  by  Couse,  which  sold 
for  $60,000  and  $95,000;  “First  Ameri¬ 
can  News  Writer”  by  C.M.  Russell,  $80,000; 
“Moving  Their  Sheep,”  an  oil  painting  by 
Gerald  Delano,  $70,000;  “Freightliner”  by  Oleg 
Stravrowsky,  $35,000;  “December  Morning”  by 
Gary  Lynn  Roberts,  $34,000;  "Trumpeter  Tyler 
(Rough  Rider)”  by  Frederic  Remington,  $34,000; 
and  the  winner  of  the  People’s  Choice  Award, 
“Seniority”  Gary  Lynn  Roberts,  $33,000. 

In  addition,  Thursday  night’s  Russell  Round¬ 
up,  a  fixed-price  wall  sale,  reaped  $1 17,425. 


“First  Snow  Crow  Reservation  Montana"  by 
J.H.  Sharp  was  the  top  seller  at  this  year’s 
C.M.  Russell  Auction. 


Even  as  this  year's  Russell  Auction  was 
setting  new  records,  the  Coeur  d'Alene  Art 
Auction,  held  across  town  at  the  Townhouse 
Inn,  topped  $1.1  million  over  two  days. 

Dr.  Van  Kirke  Nelson,  a  Kalispell  gallery 
owner,  told  the  Great  Falls  Tribune,  “I  think  it 
shows  the  strength  of  the  arts  in  Montana  that 
two  auctions  can  be  conducted  at  the  same 
time.” 


MAM  auction  sells  $155,000 

The  Missoula  Art  Museum’s  annual  benefit  auction,  held  Feb.  17  at  the  Hilton  Garden 
Inn,  broke  new  ground  in  many  ways. 

This  year’s  auction  sold  a  record-breaking  $155,000  in  art  alone,  and  with  help  from 
the  Artini  auction,  held  Feb.  15  at  Dauphine’s,  garnered  more  than  $220,000  for  the 
museum’s  operating  and  scholarship  funds. 

Many  artworks  rocketed  past  estimated  values  during  the  35th  annual  event,  which 
also  celebrated  the  revamped  museum  that  re-opened  last  fall,  and  the  efforts  of  execu¬ 
tive  director  Laura  Millin,  who  received  a  standing  ovation  for  shepherding  the  $5  mil¬ 
lion  expansion  and  endowment  campaign  to  completion. 

Another  standing  ovation  went  to  famed  Missoula  ceramist  Rudy  Autio,  whose  large 
ceramic  sculpture,  “Backstage,”  sold  for  $23,000  -  the  most  ever  paid  for  a  single  item 
at  the  MAM  auction. 

More  than  15  works  broke  the  $2,000  mark.  Top  sellers  included  a  painting  by  George 
Gogas  from  the  “Judith  Basin  Encounter  Series,”  $9,000;  Janet  Sullivan’s  pastel  draw¬ 
ing,  “Cambrian  Dawn,”  $4,000;  a  carved  granite  sculpture  by  Lars  Edshammer,  $3,200; 
“Magpie,”  a  steel  sculpture  by  Kate  Davis,  $3,200;  “Cypress  Tree  Study”  by  Jim  Poor. 
$3,000;  and  a  large,  covered  ceramic  pot  by  Josh  Deweese,  $3,000. 

Attendance  was  also  up,  thanks  in  part  to  the  new  venue.  The  auction  was  previously 
held  at  the  University  Center  Ballroom  on  The  University  of  Montana  campus.  With 
more  seating  available  at  the  Hilton  Garden  Inn,  attendance  topped  500  for  the  first  time. 

The  150  seats  available  for  Thursday’s  Artini  auction  were  filled.  The  event,  which 
was  aimed  at  younger  collectors,  generated  $3,300  in  art  sales. 

“It’s  over  the  top  in  every  category,”  Millin  told  a  Missoulian  reporter  after  the  auc¬ 
tion.  “It’s  stupendous,  absolutely  stupendous.  So  good  for  art,  for  the  MAM  and  for 
artists.” 


“Backstage,”  a  ceramic  sculpture  completed  in 
2006  by  Rudy  Autio  sold  for  $23,000  -  setting  a  new 
record  for  the  Missoula  Art  Museum  auction. 


Latest 

Drumlummon 

Views 

published 

Drumlum¬ 
mon  Institute,  the 
Montana  cul¬ 
tural  nonprofit,  has 
launched  the  third 
issue  of  Drum¬ 
lummon  Views, 
its  online  journal 
of  Montana  arts 
and  culture  (www. 
drumlummon.org). 

The  new  issue 
of  Drumlummon 
Views  showcases 
fiction  by  Caroline 
Patterson  and  Tom 
Thackeray,  port¬ 
folios  by  painter 
Gordon  McConnell 
and  photographer 
J.  M.  Cooper,  and 
work  by  the  two 
poets  -  Lowell 
Jaeger  of  Bigfork 
and  Roger  Dun- 
smore  of  Dillon 
-  who,  together 
with  Sandra  Al- 
cosser,  were  final¬ 
ists  for  the  position 
of  Montana’s  first 
Poet  Laureate. 

The  journal’s 
art  section  fea¬ 
tures  appreciations 
of  Bill  Stockton, 
the  late,  great 
modernist  sheep 
rancher/painter 
of  Grass  Range, 
and  an  essay  on 
the  distinctive 
work  of  Sandra 
Dal  Poggetto  by 
Pulitzer-winning  bi¬ 
ographer  and  critic 
Mark  Stevens. 

In  the  journal’s 
‘Travels  &  Transla¬ 
tions,”  Emmy-win¬ 
ning  journalist  Clay 
Scott  meditates  on 
notions  of  “home," 
traversing  the  ter¬ 
rain  between  Mon¬ 
tana  and  Lebanon. 
The  DV  “From  the 
Archives”  section 
continues  to  serial¬ 
ize  the  memoir  of 
Ada  Melville  Shaw, 
a  single  woman 
who  homesteaded 
alone  near  Billings 
in  1915. 
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Music  opens 
horizons 
for  retirees 

New  Hori¬ 
zons,  launched 
in  1991 ,  takes  a 
unique  approach 
to  inspiring 
older  adults  to 
have  fun  and 
create,  accord¬ 
ing  to  MSNBC, 
(Nov.  21,  2006). 
The  organiza¬ 
tion  has  grown  to 
6,000  members 
who  form  1 30 
bands  around  the 
U.S.  and  Canada. 

Research 
shows  that  older 
adults  who  are 
involved  in  the 
arts  benefit  from 
improved  im¬ 
mune  systems 
and  fewer  doctor 
visits. 

After  losing  his 
wife  to  cancer,  Ed 
Shahin  took  up 
the  piano.  He  tes¬ 
tified  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  music 
program  when 
he  said,  “It  keeps 
me  alive.  I  believe 
it  keeps  me  in 
good  health,  and 
it  gives  a  real  pur¬ 
pose  to  my  life.” 

-  from  the 
Society  for  the  Arts 
in  Healthcare 


Cultural  Tourism 


Bozeman  visitors  surveyed  about  arts  participation 


lmportance,of  culture/arts  for  choosing  Bozeman 
as  a  destination 

•  28%  thought  it  was  somewhat  or  very  important. 

Importance  of  purchasing  arts  and  crafts  for 
choosing  Bozeman  as  a  destination 

•  27%  thought  it  was  somewhat  or  very  important. 
Importance  of  local  arts  and  culture  to  the  overall 

vacation  experience 

•  42%  thought  it  was  somewhat  or  very  important. 

Importance  of  opportunities  to  purchase  arts  and 
craft  to  overall  vacation  experience 

•  40%  thought  it  was  somewhat  or  very  important. 


The  Institute  for  Tourism  and 
Recreation  Research  at  The  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Montana  recently  published  the 
results  of  2006  studies  of  nonresident 
visitors  to  Bozeman  and  Livingston 
in  its  online  publication,  Niche  News, 
www.itrr.umt.edu/nichenews06.htm. 

Available  under  the  heading  "Spe¬ 
cialized  Studies:  Arts  and  Culture,” 
each  summary  represents  a  study 
of  nonresident  visitors  to  Bozeman 
and  Livingston  who  visited  cultural 
attractions  and  events,  or  purchased 
arts  and  crafts  as  part  of  their  visit 
to  the  area.  The  objective  of  this  case  study  was 
to  further  understand  cultural  visitors  and  the 
relationship  between  those  identified  as  cultural 
visitors  and  those  identified  as  visitors  because  of 
Montana’s  natural  resources. 

Bozeman  results 

Surveyors  asked  283  out-of-state  summer 
visitors  in  2006  to  Bozeman  to  complete  a  short 
survey  related  to  their  arts,  cultural  and  outdoor 
activities  while  in  the  area.  Surveys  were  collected 
at  museums,  downtown,  farmers’  markets  and  at  a 
local  sporting  goods  store  in  Bozeman. 

Traveler  Party  Characteristics 

Leisure  purposes  for  visiting  Bozeman 

62%  Outdoor  recreation 

51%  Sightseeing 

47%  Local  culture/arts 

43%  Visiting  friends  and  relatives 

Main  leisure  reasons  for  visiting  Bozeman 

46%  Visiting  friends  and  relatives 
2 1  %  Outdoor  recreation 
14%  Sjghtseeing 
10%  Local  culture/arts 

Visitor  Origin 

7%  Washington 
6%  Idaho 
6%  Colorado 
5%  California 
5%  North  Dakota 
4%  Oregon 
4%  Texas 

Trip  duration 

9  days  away  from  home 
7  days  in  Montana 
6  days  in  Bozeman/Livingston  area 


Travel  group 

26%  Couples 

22%  Friends 

20%  Individual 

20%  Family 

10%  Family  and  Friends 

Other  visitor  characteristics 

61%  Have  visited  area  in  past  10  years 
6  %  Own  a  second  home  in  the  area 

Household  incomes 

16%  Less  than  $25,000 
19%  $25 ,001 -$50,000 
26%  $50,001 -$75,000 
20%  $75,001 -$100,000 
14%  $100,001-$125,000 
7%  Over  $125,000 

Activity  Participation 

Cultural/arts  activities  participated  in  while  in 

the  Bozeman  area 

44%  Shopped  for  handmade  arts  and  crafts 
44%  Purchased  Montana-made  products 
31%  Visited  museums 
30%  Attended  local  special  events 
26%  Attended  arts  festivals  or  crafts  fairs 
17%  Visited  art  galleries 
8%  Visited  art  museums 
7%  Attended  a  rodeo 
6%  Attended  performing  arts  presentation 

Outdoor  recreation  activities  participate  in  while 
in  the  Bozeman  area 

58%  Driving  for  pleasure 
50%  Viewing  wildlife 
42%  Hiking 
3 1  %  Camping 
|  29%  Fishing/fly  fishing 
24%'  Rafting/floating 


19%  Golfing 
10%  Canoeing/kayaking 
9%  Horseback  riding 

Extent  of  planning  cultural  activities  before  ar¬ 
riving  in  the  area 

10%  All  or  most 
41%  Some 
48%  None 

Extent  of  planning  outdoor  activities  before  ar¬ 
riving  in  the  area 

31%  All  or  most 
39%  Some 
30%  None 

Expenditures 

Percent  of  visitors  making  cultural  and  outdoor 
expenditures 

52%  Jewelry  or  craft  item 
49%  Outdoor  equipment  and  clothing 
45%  Special  event  or  festival 
43%  Museums 

43%;  Specialty  card  or  stationery 
38%  Traditional  art  or  craft 
34%)  Guided  trip 
34%  Books 

24%  Native  American  art  or  craft 
17%  Painting  or  sculpture 
1 1  %  Performing  arts 
9%  CD  by  Montana  musician 
8%  Rodeo 

Typical  range  of  dollars  spent  on  cultural  and 
outdoor  goods  and  services 

$l-$25  Special  event  or  festival 
$  1  -$25  Museums 
$l-$25  Specialty  card  or  stationery 
$l-$25  Books 

$  1  -$25  CD  by  Montana  musician 
$26-$50  Performing  arts 
$26-$50  Traditional  art  or  craft 
$26-$50  Native  American  art  or  craft 
$5 1  -$  1 00  Jewelry  or  craft  item 
$5 1  -$  1 00  Painting  or  sculpture 
$51 -$100  Rodeo 

$5 1  -$  1 00  Outdoor  equipment  and  clothing 
$101-$150  Guided  trip 


Stay  tuned  for  Livingston  results  in 
the  next  issue  of  State  of  the  Arts, 
or  find  them  online  at 
www.itrr.umt.edu/nichenews06.htm. 


New  magazine  showcases  Montana  arts  and  culture 


The  first  issue  of  a  new  magazine  featuring 
full  color  images  and  in-depth  articles  about 
what  is  happening  in  the  arts  in  Montana  was 
published  in  October  2006  and  new  issues  are 
arriving  monthly. 

The  Montana  Arts  &  Culture  Magazine  is 
devoted  to  providing  news  about  inspiring 
regional  arts  and  culture  to  its  readers.  The 
publisher  says  his  goal  is  to  promote  and  reveal 
the  creative  diversity  of  Montana  by  offering 
a  visually  exciting  and  intellectually  engaging 
periodical  for  all  Montanans. 

“Not  only  is  Montana  a  beautiful  state  to  live 
in,  one  that  is  full  of  breathtaking  landscapes, 
but  it  also  the  home  of  many  talented  artists,  of 
all  kinds,  who  choose  to  make  Montana  their 
home  and  make  their  living  here,”  says  pub¬ 
lisher  and  Montana  native  Randy  Vralsted.  “We 
will  strive  to  bring  our  readers  news  of  creative 
endeavors  from  every  corner  of  Montana,  and 
we  hope  that  our  readers  and  advertisers  will 
contribute  creative  and  interesting  content.” 

One  fan  is  Celeste  Sotola,  director  of  the 
Aeronautics  Portfolio  at  Helena  Regional 
Airport,  which  hosted  an  exhibit  introducing  the 
magazine.  She  describes  Vralsted  as  “a  multi- 
media  artist  and  visionary  with  an  abundance  of 


The  Montana  Arts 
&  Culture  Magazine 


James  Poulson 

landscape  painter 

complimentary 


foresight  and  a  mission  to  give  all  who  are  in  the 
cultural  arts  an  opportunity  to  share  their  indi¬ 
vidual  talents  with  other  artists  and  the  people  of 
Montana." 

Vralsted,  who  has  a  background  in  graphic 
design,  line  art  and  freelance  publishing,  says  he 
decided  to  move  back  to  Montana  in  2005  from 


Portland,  OR,  and  create  the  Montana  Arts 
&  Culture  Magazine.  "It  seemed  like  one  of 
those  inspired,  if  nol  a  bit  crazy,  actions  that 
one  just  feels  compelled  to  do.”  He  credits 
Roger  Porter,  who  has  been  in  the  publishing 
business  for  over  30  years  and  continues  to 
act  as  a  professional  consultant,  and  Diane 
Snellings,  who  works  on  the  sales  end,  with 
helping  to  launch  the  endeavor. 

The  free  magazine  showcases  artists,  gal¬ 
leries  and  museums,  writers  and  artists  of  all 
kinds  and  offers  them  a  place  to  promote  and 
market  their  work.  "The  magazine  is  focused 
only  on  the  arts  and  culture  of  Montana,” 
says  Vralsted.  “It  is  not  an  arts  and  entertain¬ 
ment  guide  nor  is  it  a  directory,  but  hopefully 
it  will  entertain,  educate,  and  cause  a  few 
people  to  leave  their  homes  to  enjoy  some 
art.” 

The  magazine  is  available  at  a  variety  of 
locations  around  the  state  or  by  subscription 
($36  for  12  issues).  The  publisher  invites 
readers  and  artists  of  all  kinds  to  contact  him 
at  vralsted@ix.netcom.com  or  406-498-6223 
if  they  are  interested  in  marketing  or  promot¬ 
ing  their  art  or  have  a  good  story  to  share. 
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Insurance  Tips  for  Nonprofits 


Seminars  help  nonprofits  navigate  tax  rates 


First  Nonprofit  Companies  offers 
free  evaluations  during  three  semi¬ 
nars  in  May:  Helena  on  May  21, 
Billings  on  May  22  and  Missoula  on 
May  23.  Visit  the  MNA  website  at 
www.mtnonprofit.org  for  details. 


By  Brad  Robinson 
Montana  Nonprofit  Association 

Employers  are  assigned  an  Unem¬ 
ployment  Insurance  tax  rate  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  each  calendar  year  and  they  pay 
the  state  UI  tax  quarterly.  Right? 

Not  necessarily:  The  Montana  Non¬ 
profit  Association  (MNA)  has  a  program 
that  may  save  your  organization  money. 

Nonprofit  organizations,  exempt 
under  section  501(c)(3)  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Code,  can  opt  out  of  the  state 
system  and  reimburse  the  state,  dollar  for  dollar, 
for  validated  claims  paid  to  former  employees. 
Once  a  nonprofit  becomes  a  “reimburser,”  they 
often  save  between  40%  and  60%  on  their  un¬ 
employment  costs. 

This  year,  58  organizations  will  save  over 
$280,000  by  participating  in  MNA's  UI  Alterna¬ 
tive  program.  Any  501(c)(3)  can  choose  to  reim¬ 
burse  the  state,  however,  if  you  do  so  without  a 
safety  net,  you  may  be  exposed  to  unanticipated 
expenses.  To  mitigate  this  exposure,  MNA 


endorses  First  Nonprofit  Companies  to  provide 
that  safety  net  to  Montana’s  nonprofits. 

First  Nonprofit  Companies  (FNC)  of¬ 
fers  several  programs  for  nonprofits  that  are 
designed  to  allow  the  organization  to  enjoy  the 
reduced  costs  of  reimbursing  without  expos¬ 
ing  their  budgets  to  unnecessary  risk.  Each 
program  meets  the  needs  of  different  size 
organizations  with  different  budgetary  goals. 

If  your  organization  is  a  501(c)(3)  with  at  least 
five  full-time  employees,  one  of  their  programs 


can  probably  save  you  money. 

The  MNA  UI  Alternative  provides 
stop-loss  insurance  to  support  the  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  event  of  catastrophic 
layoffs,  claims  administration  services 
(including  representation  in  unemploy¬ 
ment  hearings  and  audits),  and  training 
opportunities  on  employer  responsibili¬ 
ties  and  risk  mitigation.  In  addition, 
MNA  members  receive  a  50%  discount 
on  the  one-time  registration  fees. 

MNA  will  be  bringing  FNC  to 
Montana  for  three  seminars  in  May:  Helena 
on  May  21,  Billings  on  May  22  and  Mis¬ 
soula  on  May  23.  To  get  a  free  cost-savings 
evaluation,  register  for  one  of  the  seminars, 
or  for  more  information  about  the  program 
contact  Brad  Robinson,  Member  Services 
director  of  the  Montana  Nonprofit  Association 
at  brobinson@mmonprofit.org,  call  406- 
449-3717,  or  visit  the  MNA  website  at  www. 
mtnonprofit.org  and  go  to  the  products  and 
services  page. 


Insurance  expert  offers  advice  for  start-up  nonprofits 


directors  and  officers  insurance  (D&O)  and 
general  liability  insurance  (GL),  it’s  usually 
preferable  to  pick  the  general  liability  insurance. 

Many  times  a  new  organization  will  use  its 
very  limited  insurance  budget  to  purchase  a 
D&O  policy,  which  defends  the  board  against 
allegations  of  poor  management.  Shortly  after 
purchasing  this  coverage,  however,  many 
organizations  find  that  they  need  general  liability 
insurance  if  they  want  to 
hold  a  fundraiser,  rent  an 
office  or  apply  for  a  grant. 

A  GL  policy  addresses 
negligent  acts  that  result 
in  bodily  injury:  D&O 
insurance  does  not  satisfy 
this  contractual  obligation. 
Because  the  organization  has 
already  diverted  dollars  to  a 
D&O  policy,  it  cannot  afford 
GL  insurance  and  cannot 
hold  that  event,  rent  that 
space  or  land  that  grant. 

Although  it  is  preferable 
to  have  both  types  of 
insurance,  the  lack  of  GL 
becomes  a  barrier  to  operations  before  the  lack 
of  D&O  does.  If  you  cannot  afford  both,  please 
be  aware  of  what  insurance  you  want  versus 
what  insurance  you  need  and  buy  accordingly. 


Here's  a  tip:  if  you  must 
choose  between  directors 
and  officers  insurance 
(D&O)  and  general 
liability  insurance  (CL), 
it's  usually  preferable  to 
pick  the  general  liability 
insurance. 


By  Peter  Andrew,  Council  Services  Plus 
Reprinted  with  permission 
From  Guidestar.org,  ©  2006 

Over  the  past  several  years,  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  work  exclusively  with  nonprofit 
organizations  and  help  them  research  a  myriad 
of  insurance  options. 

Many  of  these  newly  formed  nonprofits 
were  looking  for  insurance  for  the  first  time. 
Hundreds  of  newly  appointed  executive 
directors  and  unfortunate  board  members 
saddled  with  this  task  always  ended  at  the  same 
place:  “I  need  insurance,  but  I  have  absolutely 
no  idea  where  to  begin.” 

If  this  sounds  at  all  familiar  to  you.  please 
read  on  to  learn  how  to  organize  a  plan  that  is 
easy  to  understand  and  that  can  help  you  decide 
the  difference  between  the  “need”  and  “want” 
for  insurance. 

Let’s  set  aside  three  categories  for  the  basis  of 
our  discussion: 

•  Statutory  Insurance  -  Insurance  that  is 
required  by  law. 

•  Contractual  Insurance  -  Insurance  that  may 
not  be  required  by  law  but  may  be  required 
because  of  a  contract. 

•  Optional  Insurance  -  Insurance  that  is 
important  for  the  organization  based  on  staff  and 
operations  but  is  discretionary. 

Statutory  Insurance 

This  is  the  kind  of  insurance  that  should  go 
to  the  top  of  everyone’s  list.  Many  states  require 
organizations  to  have  certain  types  of  insurance, 
and  if  you  do  not  have  it,  you  are  in  trouble  with 
the  law. 

Types  of  insurance  that  fall  into  this  category 
are  various  mandated  employee  benefits  such 
as  worker’s  compensation,  statutory  disability 
and  unemployment  benefits.  If  your  nonprofit 
is  an  all-volunteer  organization,  you  may 
not  have  this  obligation.  There  may  be  other 
types  of  organizational  insurance  that  apply, 
however,  such  as  coverage  for  any  vehicles  the 
organization  owns. 


New  nonprofits  that  have  no  employees 
or  own  no  vehicles  may  have  no  statutory 
requirement  for  insurance. 

Contractual  Insurance 

This  is  the  type  of  insurance  that,  although  not 
mandated  by  statute,  may  be  required  by  some 
contract  to  which  your  organization  is  obligated. 

For  example,  many  grant  contracts  have  an 
insurance  clause  that 
must  be  satisfied  in 
order  for  funding 
to  flow.  Another 
example  may  be 
insurance  required 
by  a  lease  that  your 
organization  signs  to 
rent  office  space.  We 
are  also  seeing  many 
more  instances  where 
facilities  are  requiring 
proof  of  liability 
insurance  before 
an  organization  can 
hold  its  meetings  or 
events. 

Make  sure  that  you  know  (or  at  least  can 
estimate)  your  contractual  requirements,  as  the 
lack  of  insurance  in  this  instance  may  actually 
prevent  your  organization  from  moving  forward 
with  its  mission  or  operations. 

Optional  Insurance 

This  is  the  hardest  type  of  insurance  to 
determine  if  you  need  (or  even  want).  You  may 
want  to  consult  with  an  insurance  professional 
to  determine  if  you  have  risk  in  a  certain  area 
(such  as  professional  liability,  non-owned  auto 
liability,  or  crime/employee  dishonesty)  and, 
if  so,  what  type  of  coverage  you  need  and  how 
much  it  might  cost.  Since  there  are  no  guidelines 
or  requirements  to  base  your  starting  point,  as 
there  are  with  statutory  or  contractual  insurance, 
you  are  left  on  your  own  to  decide  if  you  need  it 
or  how  much  you  should  buy. 

Here’s  a  tip:  if  you  must  choose  between 


Peter  Andrew  is  president  and  CEO  of  Council 
Services  Plus  (CS  Plus),  an  insurance  broker¬ 
age  headquartered  in  New  York  State.  Dedicated 
to  providing  insurance  and  risk  management 
services  to  nonprofit  and  nonprofit-related 
organizations,  CS  Plus  is  recognized  by  the 
Council  of  Community  Services  of  New  York 
State  and  the  Louisiana  Association  of  Nonprofit 
Organizations  and  is  a  supporting  member  of  the 
National  Council  of  Nonprofit  Associations  and 
the  Alliance  for  Nonprofit  Management.  For  more 
information,  email  pandrew@councilservicesplus 
.com  or  877-501-4277,  ext.  125. 

GuideStar  is  the  registered  trademark  and 
operating  name  of  Philanthropic  Research,  Inc., 
a  501(c)(3)  nonprofit  organization.  Copyright  © 
2006,  Philanthropic  Research,  Inc. 


Website  lists  insurance  resources  for  artists 


Artists’  Health  Insurance  Resource  Center  is 
the  first  comprehensive  information  resource 
focusing  on  the  health-care  needs  of  the  arts 
community. 

The  website  provides  a  state-by-state  over¬ 
view  of  such  topics  as  individual  and  group 
insurance  plans;  what  to  look  for  in  selecting 


a  plan;  eligibility,  cost  and  scope  of  coverage; 
public  benefit  plans  for  which  artists  may  be 
eligible  or  arts  associations  they  can  join  to 
qualify  for  group  coverage;  and  links  to  other 
arts,  insurance  and  information  resources. 

Surveys  have  shown  that  at  least  30  percent 
of  artists  are  without  any  kind  of  health  cover¬ 


age,  which  is  about  twice  the  national  average 
This  site  makes  it  easier  for  arts  profession¬ 
als  and  organizations  to  make  knowledgeable 
choices  about  healthcare  coverage  and  to  find 
the  resources  to  meet  their  medical  needs.  To 
learn  more,  visit  www.ahirc.org/. 
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Hospital 

helps 

artists 

with 

healthcare 

Because 
unpredictable 
incomes  make 
insurance  unaf¬ 
fordable  for  many 
artists,  Woodhull 
Hospital  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  NY,  offers 
creative  types 
a  $40  credit  for 
every  hour  they 
volunteer  to  paint 
lobby  murals  or 
teach  art  to  young 
patients. 

A  one-hour 
credit  covers  up 
to  four  prescrip¬ 
tions  or  a  doctor’s 
appointment  (with 
lab  work)  at  New 
York’s  low-cost 
public  hospitals. 

-  from  Health 
magazine 
(January/ 
Feburary  2006) 
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Retreat 
offers 
classes  for 
“creative 
critters” 

Naturalists, 
photographers 
and  other 
“creative  crit¬ 
ters"  are  invited 
to  check  out  the 
Yellowstone  Art¬ 
ists’  Retreat,  a 
mountain  habitat 
overlooking  the 
Yellowstone  River 
and  located  nine 
miles  from  the 
original  entrance 
to  Yellowstone 
National  Park  in 
Gardiner. 

The  retreat, 
which  is  home 
to  Cedar  Creek 
Stained  Glass 
and  Yellowstone 
Artists'  Co-op, 
offers  classes  in 
art  and  crafts. 

For  details,  visit 

www.yellowstone 

artistsretreat.com, 

email  ekglass946 

@earthlink. 

net  or  call 

406-848-9173. 


The  Toolbox 


Websites  can 


be  useful  tools  for  artists 


By  Paul  Dorrell 
Reprinted  with  permission 
from  Friday  Tips  for  Artists 
(www.pauldorrell.com) 

I  wouldn’t  have  bothered  with  setting  up  a 
website  in,  say,  1995,  when  the  Web  was  less  a 
part  of  our  culture  than  now.  But  by  2000 1  was 
obligated  to  bother  with  it,  and  now  certainly 
have  no  choice. 

All  galleries  have  bloody  websites,  so  we 
have  to  have  a  website  too.  I  suggest  that 
you,  as  an  artist,  maintain  a  website  as  well. 
Besides,  the  Web  is  slowly  replacing  the 
Yellow  Pages  as  a  resource. 

Actually  the  site’s  been  beneficial,  though 
I’ve  yet  to  see  any  great  boon  develop  from  it. 
Art  buying,  by  my  experience,  is  a  firsthand 
sort  of  business,  where  the  client  normally 
must  see  the  work  before  making  a  decision. 
This  is  where  the  Web  is  at  a  disadvantage. 

But  it  can  serve  as  a  useful  tool  in 
introducing  prospective  clients  to  a  gallery, 
who  can  then  view  more  of  the  artists’  works 
through  emailed  visuals,  mailed  visuals  or  by 
appointment.  The  tough  part  is  getting  those 
clients  to  find  you  within  the  informational 
black  hole  that  the  Web  has  become. 

Normally  it  is  easier  for  a  gallery  to  be 
found  on  the  Web  than  individual  artists.  Why? 
Because  any  well-organized  gallery  will  make 
certain  that  their  web  address  is  listed  on  all 
business  cards,  stationery,  postcards  and  ads. 
They’ll  also  place  their  website  with  a  wide 
variety  of  search  engines.  With  the  amount  of 
marketing  that  most  galleries  do,  this  spreads 
the  information  rapidly. 

Artists,  by  their  very  nature,  are  less  likely 
to  promote  their  website  so  extensively.  But 
this  doesn't  mean  you  shouldn’t  make  the 
attempt. 


If  you’re  already  with  one  or  more  galleries, 
try  to  make  certain  that  they  include  your  work 
on  their  site.  If  possible,  try  to  get  them  to 
devote  an  entire  page  exclusively  to  your  work. 

You  want  to  set  up  your  own  site?  Good 
idea.  Just  be  aware  that  setting  up  a  stunning 
site  can  be  an  expensive  undertaking,  costing 
several  thousand  dollars  if  done  through  lavish 
means,  or  several  hundred  dollars  if  done 
through  simpler  means  (in  other  words,  through 
a  web-savvy 
grad  student). 

I  set  up  our 
first  site  through 
a  freelance 
designer  for 
a  little  under 
a  thousand 
dollars.  You  can 
do  the  same, 
and  probably  for 
much  less. 

For 

individual 
artists,  setting 
up  your  own  site  can  have  obvious  advantages. 
If  you’re  a  painter,  you  can  be  listed  under 
'Artists’,  ‘Painters,’  ‘Muralists,’  ‘Impassioned 
Lunatics,’  and  as  many  other  descriptions  as  you 
can  come  up  with.  Artists  in  other  disciplines 
can  also  be  listed  under  a  wide  variety  of 
headings.  The  difficulty  lies  in  making  certain 
that  the  right  prospects  are  able  to  find  you 
should  they  undertake  the  search. 

In  all  likelihood,  few  clients  will  achieve  this 
by  tossing  an  electronic  dart  into  the  expanding 
ether  of  the  Web.  As  with  the  galleries,  you’ll 
have  to  file  with  as  many  search  engines  as 
you’re  comfortable  with,  falling  back  on  an 
advisor  or  consultant  for  the  most  effective 


approach.  That  same  consultant  will  need  to 
advise  you  on  the  simplest  way  to  update  your 
site,  since  this  becomes  an  essential  ingredient 
as  your  career  advances  and  changes. 

Also  list  your  web  address  on  all  business 
cards,  postcards,  stationery  and  your  forehead. 
Without  these  steps,  your  site  will  just  become 
more  and  more  deeply  buried,  bringing  you  little 
impact  beyond  the  monthly  fee  you’ll  pay  to 
maintain  it.  If  it  comes  to  this,  you  may  as  well 
scrap  the  thing. 

Still  a  well 
laid-out  site 
can  achieve 
favorable 
results, 
especially  as 
you  approach 
new  galleries 
and  clients.  It 
will  probably 
not  affect  you 
dramatically, 
or  make  you 
a  rising  star 

overnight,  but  it  will  provide  one  more  piece  in 
the  myriad  puzzle  that  is  your  career,  and  further 
help  in  establishing  it. 

Gallery  owner  Paul  Dorrell  is  the  author  of 
Living  the  Artist's  Life,  an  acclaimed  guidebook 
for  artists.  Dorrell  founded  Leopold  Gallery  in 
1991.  He  has  worked  as  an  art  consultant  for 
H&R  Block,  the  National  D-Day  Memorial,  the 
Mayo  Clinic  and  hundreds  of  civic  and  private 
clients.  Dorrell  is  renowned  for  his  seminars,  in 
which  he  teaches  artists  how  to  navigate  the  art 
world.  He  also  writes  an  online  column  each  Fri¬ 
day,  called  Friday  Tips  for  Artists  (www.pauldor- 
rell.com).  You  can  learn  more  about  his  book  at 
www.livingtheartistslife.com. 


List  your  web  address  on  all 
business  cards,  postcards, 
stationery  and  your  forehead. 
Without  these  steps,  your  site 
will  just  become  more  and  more 
deeply  buried,  bringing  you  little 
impact  beyond  the  monthly  fee 
you'll  pay  to  maintain  it. 


Fiber  Fest  celebrates  Guild's  50th  anniversary 


Fiber  Fest  2007,  a  week  filled  with  work¬ 
shops,  demonstrations,  and  opportunities 
to  stock  up  on  fiber  supplies,  takes  place 
May  14-20  at  the  MSU-Great  Falls  College 
of  Technology. 

This  year’s  Fiber  Fest,  which  celebrates  the 
Great  Falls  Spinners  and  Weavers  Guild’s  50th 
anniversary,  is  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
College  of  Technology’s  Creative  Enterprises 
program. 

Registration  closed  April  1  for  the  first 
offering,  a  four-day  class  in  color  theory  that 
begins  May  14. 


On  May  18-19,  rising  fiber  artists,  as  well  as 
beginners  wanting  to  learn  new  skills,  will  be 
able  to  choose  from  30  half-  and  full-day  classes 
led  by  experienced  instructors  from  Montana, 
Wyoming,  and  Alberta.  Offerings  include 
basketmaking,  dyeing,  knitting,  crocheting,  spin¬ 
ning,  weaving,  and  other  skills  such  as  beading, 
wheat  weaving,  kumihimo,  painted  fiber,  punch- 
needle  embroidery,  felting  and  entrepreneurship 
for  fiber  artists. 

Fiber  artists  offer  free  demonstrations  and 
knowledgeable  vendors  share  their  expertise,  as 
well  as  marketing  a  range  of  fiber  supplies  and 


equipment.  May  19-20.  Saturday  evening,  in 
keeping  with  the  Fiber  Fest  theme  of  “Golden 
Heddles  and  Golden  Treadles,”  a  banquet  at 
the  Black  Eagle  Community  Center  honors  the 
guild’s  founding  members  and  celebrates  50 
years  of  expanding  fiber  arts  in  the  community. 

Final  registration  for  classes  is  May  I . 

Class  sizes  are  limited,  so  early  registration  is 
encouraged. 

For  registration  and  information,  visit 
www.msugf.edu  or  www.geocities.com/gf 
spinweave/gfspinweave  or  call  406-268-3713 
or  406-771-4303. 


Guild  helps  woodworkers  develop  skills 


The  Helena  Woodworkers  Guild,  which 
holds  monthly  meetings  for  woodworkers 
from  the  professional  to  the  hobbyist,  was 
established  in  2004  to  expand  the  knowl¬ 
edge,  skills  and  abilities  of  its  members. 

The  guild  also  strives  to  expand  the  local 
market  for  custom-made  furniture  and  cabi¬ 
nets  by  promoting  awareness  of  the  value  of 
custom  woodcrafting  as  well  as  the  diver¬ 
sity  and  talents  of  member  woodworkers. 

Guild  meetings  are  usually  held  at  a 
member’s  shop  and  provide  an  opportunity 
to  be  encouraged  by  and  learn  from  each 
other  as  well  as  create  a  local  woodworking 
network. 

The  guild  is  preparing  to  launch  its  first 
website  this  spring  at  www.helenawood- 
workers.com/.  For  more  information  about 
the  guild  contact  Tim  Carney  at  406-449- 
2730,  Lance  Seaman  at  406-442-8459  or 
email  helenawood workers  @gmail.com. 


Members  of  the  Helena  Woodworkers  Guild  discuss  some  intricate  joinery  at  a  meeting. 

(Photo  by  Maureen  Shaughnessy) 
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aw  and  the  Art  World 


The  Soapbox:  Copyright,  scams  and  photo  bans 


By  Bill  Frazier  ©2006 

I  talk  to  artists,  gallery  owners  and  art  buy¬ 
ers  on  just  about  a  daily  basis.  I  really  do  enjoy 
hearing  from  readers  about  problems  that  bother 
them. 

I  attend  numerous  art  shows  and  craft  shows, 
often  as  a  judge,  both  those  sponsored  by  art 
institutions  and  those  sponsored  by  other  groups, 
typically  for  fundraising  purposes.  I  like  to  think 
that  most  artists  and  craftspeople  have  made 
themselves  aware  of  the  legal  and  ethical  basics 
of  their  businesses,  or  that  the  sponsoring  institu¬ 
tions,  usually  museums,  have  juried  appropriately 
and  policed  the  displays  in  their  shows. 

Sometimes  I  am  disappointed.  Admittedly, 
maybe  I  am  more  aware  of  copyright  infringe¬ 
ments  than  the  average  viewer,  but  the  artists  and 
craft  participants  should  be  just  as  aware  of  such 
problems  as  I  am,  if  not  more  so. 

With  all  of  the  magazine  articles,  self-help  art¬ 
ist  legal  guides  and  seminars  available  to  the  art 
community,  I  cannot  understand  how  any  profes¬ 
sional  artist  or  craftsperson  could  remain  ignorant 
of  copyright  basics.  Yet ... 

Last  summer,  1  attended  a  craft  show  spon¬ 
sored  by  a  well-known  art  museum.  1  do  not 
know  what  the  selection  process  was  or  what 
sort  of  museum  oversight  of  the  booths  was  in 
force.  But,  one  of  the  first  displays  I  saw  was  a 
blatant  example  of  copyright  infringement.  The 
“craftsperson”  had  acquired  a  number  of  western 
art  prints  produced  by  prominent  artists.  She  had 
then  removed  the  artists’  names  and  copyright  no¬ 
tices  and  cut  the  prints  into  irregular  dimensions 
to  fit  into  her  uniquely  fabricated  frames. 

The  sponsoring  institution  should  have  raised 
questions  about  this  entrant’s  “craft.”  Other 
participants  would  have  been  within  their  rights 
to  complain  about  this  seller  because  this  type  of 
inattention  to  legal  proprieties  by  a  sponsoring 
organization  affects  the  credibility  of  everyone 
involved. 

Two  legal  concepts  are  involved  in  this  situa¬ 
tion.  One  is  the  obvious  copyright  infringement. 
The  other  is  the  violation  of  the  artists’  rights  to 
attribution  by  the  removing  of  their  names  from 
their  images. 


Several  times  in  this  column,  I  have  written 
about  Internet  scams  directed  at  the  art  com¬ 
munity.  Variations  of  traditional  scams  and 
con  games  have  been  adapted  for  use  on  the 
Internet  and  proliferate  through  email. 

Probably  most  common  is  what  has  come  to 
be  called  the  “Nigerian  scam,”  officially  named 
the  Nigerian  419  Scam.  Nearly  everyone  with 
a  computer  has  received  some  version  of  this 
one.  But  now,  we  must  watch  out  for  similar 
solicitations  from  other  countries.  Often  these 
cons  come  with  email  attachments,  so  do  not 
open  them  or.they  will  have  you  on  the  hook, 
much  like  phishing. 

For  those  of  you  who  feel  you  have  been  the 
victim  of  an  Interne,!  scam,  or  a  target  of  one, 
please  be  aware  that  law  enforcement  agencies 
such  as  the  FBI.  Federal  Trade  Commission 
and  many  local  departments  are  aware  of  these 
and  would  be  happy  to  hear  from  you. 

Now,  be  especially  suspicious  of  strangers 
seeking  your  assistance  in  getting  green  cards 
and  work  visas,  no  matter  how  heartrending 
their  sob  stories.  They  get  your  name  from 
advertising,  art  show  brochures  and  websites. 
Some  want  your  money  and  some  just  want 
access  to  your  computer.  Here  are  two  sites  that 
you  might  look  at  for  further  information: 

•  www.crime-research.org 

•  www.ifccfbi.gov. 

Now.  for  my  pet  peeve,  since  I  am  on  the 
soapbox  in  this  article:  At  a  recent  seminar, 

I  was  asked  the  question  I  always  get  asked, 
and  that  is  to  reveal  the  formula  or  percent¬ 
age  that  one  artist  can  copy  from  another  artist 
without  it  being  an  infringement.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  always  predicated  by  the  statement  that 
the  artist’s  agent,  instructor,  college  professor 
or  some  such  said  that  he  could  copy  up  to  a 
certain  percent  of  an  earlier  work  of  art  without 
getting  into  trouble. 

There  is  no  percentage  or  formula  for  how 
much,  if  any,  of  another  artist’s  work  you  can 
copy,  not  ten  percent,  not  twenty,  nor  thirty 
percent.  This  same  prohibition  applies  to  taking 
another’s  image  and  just  changing  the  colors, 
or  size  of  characters  or  dimensions. 


Bill  Frazier 


This  article  began  talking  about  a  problem 
at  a  craft  show.  Here  is  another  suggestion  for 
sponsoring  organizations:  Do  not  allow  people 
to  photograph  the  booths  or  the  craft  items  or 
artwork.  This  should  be  part  of  the  show  policy, 
prominently  spelled  out  in  the  show  literature, 
and  should  apply  to  show  entrants  and  custom¬ 
ers  alike. 

Why  should  you  adopt  such  a  draconian 
policy?  Many  such  photographs  will  end  up  in 
factories  in  China,  Thailand  and  North  Ko¬ 
rea  where  thousands  of  copies  of  the  original 
artwork  or  craft  will  be  made.  Some  photogra¬ 
phers  make  a  living  selling  such  photos  to  what 
are  essentially  pirates.  Copies  of  paintings  can 
be  made,  as  can  copies  of  jewelry,  or  pottery, 
or  scarves,  or  sculptures  or  greeting  cards.  It  is 
also  the  way  some  people  research  new  market¬ 
ing  ideas. 

So,  no  photos! 

Bill  Frazier  served  a  lengthy  and  invaluable 
tenure  as  chairman  of  the  Montana  Arts 
Council.  He’s  in  private  practice  in  Big  Timber, 
and  can  be  reached  at  406-932-5453  or 
artlaw@mtintouch.net.  MAC  thanks  Art  of  the 
West  for  permission  to  reprint  this  series. 


NEA  announces  Challenge  America  fast-track  grants 


The  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  recently 
announced  grant  awards  totaling  $1,360,000 
through  the  Challenge  America  Reaching  Every 
Community  Fast-track  grant  program. 

Four  Montana  arts  organizations  were  among 
the  136  recipients  of  grants  of  $10,000  each. 
Awards  go  primarily  to  small  and  mid-sized 
organizations  for  projects  that  extend  the  reach 
of  the  arts  to  underserved  populations  -  those 
whose  opportunities  to  experience  the  arts  are 
limited  by  geography,  ethnicity,  economics  or 
disability. 


Montana  recipients  are: 

•  Alberta  Bair  Theater  Corporation,  Billings, 
to  support  the  Big  Sky  Dance  Project  featuring 
guest  dance  companies,  the  Alvin  Ailey  II  Dance 
Company  and  the  Aspen  Santa  Fe  Ballet.  The 
companies  will  participate  in  public  performanc¬ 
es,  school  shows,  and  master  classes. 

•  Billings  Cultural  Partners  to  support  Bring 
IT  On,  a  cultural  marketing  initiative.  The  tech¬ 
nology-based  project  will  promote  area  cultural 
and  arts  events  of  the  25  partner  organizations  to 


the  400,000  residents  in  the  surrounding  region. 

•  Great  Falls  Symphony  Association  to 
support  the  Orchestra  Residencies  Program 
with  violinist  Midori.  Residency  activities 
include  performances  and  workshops  with  both 
the  Great  Falls  Symphony  and  the  Great  Falls 
Regional  Youth  Orchestra. 

•  Whitefish  Theatre  Co.  to  support  perfor¬ 
mances  by  the  folkloric  quartet  Cascada  de 
Flores,  which  includes  an  afternoon  concert  for 
disabled  community  members. 


introduces  FY08  arts  budget 


NEA  chairman 

By  Thomas  L.  Birch,  Legislative  Counsel 
National  Association  of  State  Arts  Agencies 

Appearing  before  the  House  Interior  Appro¬ 
priations  Subcommittee,  Dana  Gioia,  chair  of 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA), 
presented  the  president’s  Fiscal  Year  2008  bud¬ 
get  requesting  $128,412  million  for  the  federal 
arts  agency.  The  amount  represents  an  increase 
of  $4  million  for  the  NEA. 

In  his  testimony,  Gioia  reported  that  "the 
NEA  is  currently  operating  with  high  artistic 
standards,  unprecedented  democratic  access, 
inclusive  partnerships,  and  improved  efficiency.” 

At  the  March  20  hearing,  which  one  member 
of  the  subcommittee  called  “a  love  fest,"  Gioia 
received  praise  from  Democratic  and  Republi¬ 
can  legislators  alike  for  his  energy  and  creativity 
in  guiding  the  NEA.  The  subcommittee  chair. 
Rep.  Norm  Dicks  (D-WA),  opened  the  hearing 
by  telling  Gioia,  “we  hope  that  working  together 


we  can  make  your  second  term  even  better." 

However.  Dicks  observed  with  some  disap¬ 
pointment,  the  president’s  funding  request  for 
2008  is  “a  flat  budget  in  real  terms”  and  still  well 
below  the  high  budget  mark  of  12  years  ago.  He 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  subcommittee  would 
be  able  to  “find  funds  to  address  this  shortfall.” 

Gioia’s  testimony  focused  on  the  reach  of 
NEA  grants  to  “every  community  in  the  United 
States”  through  the  Challenge  America  program 
and  the  arts  endowment's  other  initiatives  and 
granting  programs. 

In  describing  The  Big  Read,  the  literary  com¬ 
ponent  of  the  American  Masterpieces  program, 
Gioia  told  the  legislators  that  the  NEA’s  goal  is 
to  connect  with  200  communities  in  all  50  states 
in  2007,  and  with  400  communities  in  2008. 
"The  decision  to  expand  The  Big  Read  into  400 
communities  is  a  pivotal  moment  in  connecting 
Americans  to  their  culture,”  he  said. 


When  asked  by  Dicks  what  he  would  do 
with  more  funds  in  the  NEA  budget,  Gioia 
identified  five  priorities:  invest  in  the  core 
granting  programs  to  increase  the  size  of 
grants;  improve  support  for  arts  education; 
broaden  the  reach  of  grants  to  underserved 
communities;  increase  appropriations  to  the 
state  arts  agencies,  which  “reach  deeper  than 
we  do”;  and  improve  funding  for  international 
cultural  exchanges. 

Testifying  with  Gioia  at  the  hearing  were 
two  NEA  grantees:  Craig  Hella  Johnson, 
artistic  director  of  Conspirare,  a  choral  group 
from  Austin.  TX,  who  explained  the  success 
fostered  by  American  Masterpieces  support  of 
choral  presentations;  and  Marie  Pyko,  manager 
of  the  Topeka  and  Shawnee  County  Public  Li¬ 
brary  in  Topeka,  KS,  one  of  the  early,  innova¬ 
tive  grantees  of  The  Big  Read. 
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Making  the 
case  for 
arts  support 

“Arts  &  Eco¬ 
nomic  Prosper¬ 
ity:  The  Eco¬ 
nomic  Impact  of 
Nonprofit  Arts 
Organizations 
and  Their  Audi¬ 
ences,"  released 
in  2002,  revealed 
that  America's 
nonprofit  arts 
industry  gener¬ 
ates  $134  billion 
in  economic  activ¬ 
ity  every  year, 
including  $24.4 
billion  in  federal, 
state  and  local  tax 
revenues. 

To  help  spread 
the  word,  reports 
may  be  down¬ 
loaded  from  the 
Americans  for 
the  Arts  website. 
Offerings  include 
the  complete 
national  report, 
a  summary,  a 
pamphlet  with 
study  highlights 
and  a  PowerPoint 
presentation.  The 
Arts  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Prosperity 
Calculator  helps 
organizations  and 
artists  estimate 
the  economic 
benefits  in  their 
own  communities. 

For  more 
information,  visit 
ww3.artsusa. 
org/information_ 
resources/eco- 
nomicjmpact/. 
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Website 
offers  arts 
marketing 
advice 

Arts  Marketing 
Online,  www. 
artsmarketing.org, 
is  dedicated  to  the 
needs  of  nonprofit 
arts  marketing 
professionals. 

This  site  is  part  of 
the  National  Arts 
Marketing  Project, 
a  three-year  effort 
to  assist  arts 
organizations 
in  better 

understanding  the 
marketplace  and 
providing  tools  to 
strengthen  their 
marketing  efforts. 

Practical 
Lessons  in 
Marketing  offers 
a  10-step  guide 
for  creating 
a  marketing 
plan.  Other 
resources  include 
workshops  and 
training,  hot  topics 
and  case  studies. 

The  site  is  a 
potential  resource 
for  Montana’s 
presenters, 
museums, 
theaters  and 
galleries  that 
are  conducting 
outreach  and 
organizational 
development 
programs. 


pportunities 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  & 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries 
-  State  and  Regional 


The  Livingston  Depot  Center’s  Festival  of  j 
the  Arts  will  be  held  in  the  Depot  Rotary  Park, 
adjacent  to  the  Depot  Center,  in  downtown 
Livingston,  June  30-July  2.  This  popular  annual 
juried  event,  now  in  its  twentieth  year,  is  open 
to  artists  and  craftspeople  in  all  media.  Call  the 
Depot  Center  for  an  application,  406-222-2300. 
DEADLINE:  May  11,  2007. 

The  St.  Maries  Council  for  the  Arts  is  now  j 

accepting  applications  for  booth  space  in  this  year's 
1 8th  annual  s.m.ART  by  the  River  Festival  of  the 
Arts.  This  multi-discipline  festival  will  be  held 
July  21-22  at  Cherry  Bend  Boater’s  Park  on  the 
banks  of  the  Shadowy  St.  Joe  River  approximately 
three  miles  from  St.  Maries,  ID.  Artists  and  fine 
handcrafters  are  asked  to  submit  photos  or  images 
on  CD  (jpeg).  Applications  are  screened  as  they  are 
received.  To  obtain  an  application:  s.m.ART  Booth 
Screening  Committee,  c/o  Linda  Schardine,  83363 
Hwy  3  S,  St.  Maries.  ID  83861;  208-245-3417  or 
208-245-3655;  email:  potter@usamedia.tv. 

Artists  of  the  West  Art  Show  is  a  juried  show 
open  to  all  artists  and  fine  craftspeople  of  the 
Northwest.  Set  in  the  Kalispell  Center  Mall,  this 
show  offers  great  exposure  without  the  hassle  of 
outdoor  shows.  Show  dates  are  July  12-14.  There 
is  a  $200  entry  fee.  All  proceeds  from  the  entry 
fee  benefit  domestic  violence  organizations  in  the 
Flathead  Valley.  Artists  keep  100%  of  their  sales. 
For  more  information,  email  jlemmert@centurytel. 
net  or  call  406-863-9348. 

Park  City  Arts  and  Crafts  Association  will  be 
holding  a  Spring  Festival  June  16-17  in  Park  City, 
MT.  Crafters  and  artists  who  have  summer  items 
to  sell  or  present  are  asked  to  call  early  for  a  table. 
Items  could  include  birdhouses,  lawn  decorations, 
outdoor  wall  plaques,  hand  painted  flowerpots, 
windsocks  and  Fathers  Day  items.  Contact  Sue 
Stephenson  at  406-633-2454. 

The  Hockaday  Museum’s  39th  Annual  Arts  in 
the  Park,  a  juried  art  fair,  will  be  held  July  20-22 
at  Depot  Park  in  Kalispell,  MT.  Arts  in  the  Park, 
a  benefit  for  the  Hockaday  Museum,  is  Northwest 
Montana’s  largest  and  longest-running  art  and 
entertainment  fair  and  a  summertime  tradition  in  the 
Flathead  Valley.  Arts  in  the  Park  is  open  to  all  artists 
and  craftsmen  presenting  original  and  handcrafted 
work.  Jurors  evaluate  artwork  for  quality,  creativity, 
originality  and  balance  of  mediums  represented  in 
the  festival.  Applications  are  available  at  406-755- 
5268  orwww.hockadaymuseum.org.  DEADLINE: 
May  2,  2007. 

Havre  Festival  Days  Arts  and  Crafts  Show  will 
be  held  Sept.  14-15  at  the  fairgrounds  in  Havre. 
Fifty-three  indoor  spaces  are  available  with 
outdoor  spaces  available  upon  request  (must  be 
prepared  for  inclement  weather).  All  work  must 
be  hand-done  by  the  person  entered  in  the  show; 
no  commercial  merchandise.  Booth  space  is  $40. 
Contact  the  Havre  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Box  308.  Havre,  MT  5950 1 ;  406-265-4383 ;  email : 
chamber@  havremt.net. 

The  Second  Annual  Wishes  for  Fishes  Exhibit 
opens  July  6  at  the  Whooping  Crones  Gallery 
in  Missoula,  MT.  In  celebration  of  the  continual 
pursuit  of  the  fish,  artists  are  invited  to  submit  a 
piece  or  two  depicting  the  fish,  or  the  pursuit  of 
the  fish,  to  the  upcoming  show.  Work  must  be  in 
the  gallery  by  June  16,  ready  to  hang  or  display. 
Work  must  be  for  sale.  A  prospectus  is  available 
at  www.whoopingcronesgallery.com. 

Friends  of  the  Bozeman  Public  Library  is 

commissioning  a  hanging  sculpture  for  the  recently 
opened,  state-of-the-art  Bozeman  Public  Library 
(BPL).  The  sculpture  is  a  permanent  piece  that 
will  welcome  library  patrons  and  hang  above 


the  circulation  desk.  The  BPL,  a  LEED  certified 
green  building,  celebrated  its  opening  November 
2006.  A  request  for  proposals  is  posted  at  www. 
bozemanlibrary.org.  The  $10,000  budget  for  this 
project  has  been  raised  through  private  fundraising. 
DEADLINE:  May  14,  2007. 

The  Montana  Festival  of  the  Wind  is  planned 
for  June  16-23  at  various  locations  in  Wheatland 
County.  To  prepare  forthis  new  and  exciting  event, 
the  Harlowton  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Agriculture  invites  entries  in  the  following  contests: 
Shoot  the  Wind  Contest;  photographs  depicting 
actions  and  effect  of  the  wind.  Photos  must  be  taken 
in  Montana;  color  photos  only;  digital  accepted; 
entries  must  be  5x7  or  larger,  matted  or  mounted; 
all  ages,  limit  of  four  entries.  Contact  Brandee 
Sedgwickatbrandee@sedgwickphotography.com. 
Written  on  the  Wind  Contest;  essays  and  stories  on 
the  wonder  of  wind.  Winds  of  Change  -  wind  as 
metaphor  for  the  changes  and  challenges  facing 
Montana  past,  present  or  future;  Written  on  the 
Wind  -  wind  as  a  backdrop  for  the  passages  of  life 
in  the  Last  Best  Place;  Wind  and  Rocks  -  reaping 
the  gifts  of  Montana’s  great  resources.  Categories 
are  high  school  or  college/adult.  Essays  and  stories 
should  be  no  longer  than  2,000  words  and  be 
submitted  by  email  or  in  hard  copy.  Contact  Zachary 
Jones  at  zbjonesl908@yahoo.com.  DEADLINE: 
May  15,2007. 

The  Holter  Museum  of  Art  welcomes  artists 
to  celebrate  the  museum’s  20th  anniversary  by 
participating  in  the  Live  Auction,  to  be  held 
Sept.  22.  Artwork  will  be  exhibited  Aug.  24- 
Sept.  22.  Submissions  to  the  auction  will  be 
juried.  Submissions  in  all  media  are  welcome.  All 
entries  must  be  original  artwork.  Artists  may  submit 
three  images  total.  Submissions  may  be  slides  or 
digital  jpegs  no  larger  than  300  dpi.  There  is  no 
entry  fee.  Download  a  submission  form  at  www. 
holtermuseum.org  or  contact  Cheri  Thornton  at 
cheri@holtermuseum.org;  406-442-6400  x  1 1 1 . 
DEADLINE:  July  5,  2007. 

The  Montana  Museum  of  Art  and  Culture  is 

coordinating  two  calls  for  public  art  to  be  placed 
in  the  newly  constructed  University  of  Montana 
Anderson  Hall  Building,  which  will  house  the 
School  of  Journalism.  One  art  call  is  open  to 
professional  artists  from  throughout  the  U.S.,  and 
the  other  is  open  to  professional  Native  American 
artists  from  Montana.  For  more  info,  call  406- 
243-2019  or  visit  www.umt.edu/montanamuseum. 
DEADLINE:  May  18,  2007. 

The  Walking  Man  Frame  Shop  and  Gallery, 

in  Whitefish,  MT,  is  seeking  new  visionary/ 
contemporary  artists  to  showcase  during  the 
upcoming  Gallery  Nights  season.  Artist  receptions 
are  held  each  first  Thursday  of  the  month.  May 
through  October  and  artist  work  remains  hanging 
for  one  month  with  the  possibility  of  longer 
representation.  If  you  are  a  Montana  artist  looking 
for  exposure  within  the  Flathead  Valley,  please 
contact  us!  We  are  interested  in  abstract/multi¬ 
media/contemporary  folkart/“outsider”(self- 
taught)/visionary  artists-artwork  beyond  your 
typical  Montana  landscape  and  themes.  All 
media  welcome.  We  also  have  outdoor  space  for 
consideration  of  large  multi-media  sculpture! 
Send  us  an  e-mail  or  snail  mail  with  information 
and  images  to  305  Baker  Avenue,  Whitefish,  MT 
59937  orthewalkingman@cyberport.net.  Formore 
information,  call  406-863-ARTS. 

The  Emerson  Center  for  the  Arts  &  Culture 

in  Bozeman,  MT,  is  now  accepting  applications 
for  solo  and  group  art  exhibits.  Our  three  venues 
include  the  Lobby,  Weaver  Room  and  the  new  Jessie 
WilberGallery.  We  are  committed  to  exhibiting  the 
work  of  both  established  and  emerging  artists  of 
our  region.  An  Exhibits  Advisory  Panel  of  Emerson 
staff,  local  artists  and  community  members  reviews 
these  applications  through  the  year.  If  you  are 
interested  in  exhibition  possibilities  please  apply 
using  our  exhibit  proposal  form  on  the  website. 


Disclaimer:  No  endorsement  is  intended  or  made 
of  any  product,  service  or  information  either  by 
its  inclusion  or  exclusion  from  the  Opportunities 
section  of  the  State  of  the  Arts.  While  all 
attempts  are  made  to  insure  the  correctness  and 
suitability  of  information  under  our  control  and 
to  correct  any  errors  brought  to  our  attention,  no 
representation  or  guarantee  can  be  made  as  to 
the  correctness  or  suitability  of  that  information 
or  any  other  linked  information  presented, 
referenced  or  implied.  All  critical  information 
should  be  independently  verified. 


www.theemerson.org  or  contact  Ellen  Omitz, 
Visual  Arts  Director,  ellen@theemerson.org  or 
call  406-587-9797.  The  address  is  111  South 
Grand,  Bozeman,  MT  59715. 


The  12th  Annual  Madison  Valley  Arts  Festival 

announces  a  call  to  artists  working  in  all  media 
to  submit  entries  for  its  juried  Arts  and  Crafts 
Show.  The  festival  is  sponsored  by  the  Ennis 
Arts  Association  and  will  take  place  Aug.  11. 
For  an  application,  write  to  Madison  Valley 
Arts  Festival,  c/o  Margie  Reck,  340  Bear  Creek 
Road,  Cameron.  MT  59720;  call  Margie  at  406- 
682-4416;  or  email  redmtnranch@yahoo.com. 
DEADLINE:  June  15,  2007. 


Northcutt  Steele  Gallery  is  reviewing  proposals 
from  artists  for  2007-2009  exhibitions.  Send  cover 
letter  with  resume,  artist’s  statement,  exhibition 
proposal,  image  list,  and  12-20  images  (jpeg 
format,  4”  x  6”,  300  dpi)  on  CD.  Include  SASE 
for  return  of  submission  and  notification.  Send 
to  Department  of  Art,  Montana  State  University- 
Billings,  1500  University  Drive,  Billings,  MT 
59101-0292.  Visit  www.msubillings.edu/ART/ 
NorthcuttSteeleGallery.htm  for  more  information 
or  call  406-657-2324. 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  & 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries 
-  National 


The  Gordon  Parks  Photography  Competition, 

to  be  held  at  Fort  Scott  Community  College  in 
September  and  October,  honors  one  of  the  world’s 
most  famous  photographers,  who  was  bom  and 
raised  in  Fort  Scott,  KS.  Awards  total  $1,750. 
The  competition  is  open  to  any  photographer, 
amateur  or  professional;  photos  should  have 
been  taken  within  the  last  five  years  and  should 
reflect  the  important  culture  and  diversity  themes 
in  the  life  and  works  of  Gordon  Parks.  For  more 
information  or  entry  forms,  send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  to:  Photo  Contest,  Fort  Scott 
Community  College,  2108  S.  Horton,  Fort  Scott, 
KS  6670 1 ;  or  visit  www.gordonparkscenter.org. 
DEADLINE:  June  29,  2007. 

Driven,  A  National  Juried  Exhibit  for  Young 
Artists  with  Disabilities,  Ages  16-25,  is  open 
to  artists  living  in  the  United  States  who  have  a 
physical,  cognitive  or  mental  disability.  Prizes 
totaling  $60,000  will  be  awarded  to  15  finalists. 
For  more  information,  contact  VS  A  arts,  818 
Connecticut  Ave.  NW,  Suite  600,  Washington, 
DC  20006;  or  visit  www.vsarts.org/VWcall. 
DEADLINE:  July  6,  2007. 

Open  Studios  Competitions  are  conducted 
annually  in  each  of  six  regions  of  the  country  and 
lead  to  publication  in  New  American  Paintings 
which,  juried  by  curators  from  prominent 
museums,  has  extended  the  reach  of  artists  and 
expanded  the  resources  of  collectors  since  1993. 
All  styles:  painting,  drawing,  monoprints/types, 
mixed  media;  2-D  only.  Entry  fee  is  $30.  Send 
four  35mm  slides  or  printouts  of  digitals  (any 
size;  no  discs  please),  resumd  (with  contact  info), 
entry  fee  and  SASE  to:  Open  Studios  Press, 
450  Harrison  Ave  #304,  Boston,  MA  02118. 
For  more  information:  617-778-5265  or  www. 
newamericanpaintings.com.  Postmark  deadline 
for  the  West  (AZ,  CO,  ID,  KS,  MT,  ND,  NE,  NM, 
NV,  OK,  SD,  TX,  UT,  WY):  April  30,  2007. 

Clean  Harbors  and  The  South  Arkansas  Arts 
Center  are  hosting  the  2007  Annual  Juried  Art 
Competition,  July  5-27,  for  2-D  fine  artists 
working  in  any  media.  Total  cash  awards  of  $  1 700. 
One  slide  $  10  or  three  slides  $25.  For  details  or  a 
prospectus  visit  the  website  or  send  a  SASE  to: 
SAAC  Juried  Show,  110East5thSt„  El  Dorado, 
AR  71730;  870-862-5474;  www.saac-arts.org. 
DEADLINE:  May  15,  2007. 
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Portland,  Maine-based  Atlantis  Found 
Publishing  Inc.  announces  the  launch  of 
“Words  Without  Voices”  Online  Album  Art 
Competition.  The  contest  seeks  digital  visual 
artwork  submissions  to  illustrate  the  song  lyrics 
of  Conceptual  Artist  James  Thomas  Fielding. 
The  contest  is  limited  to  the  U.S.,  Canada  and 
the  U.K.  The  juried  art  competition,  which  seeks 
to  establish  a  new  multimedia  artform  based 
on  rock  “Concept  Albums,”  offers  $6,000  in 
cash  prizes  to  be  awarded  to  three  finalists  in 
two  categories:  Best  Songbook  Jacket  and  Best 
Album  Jacket.  The  public  will  select  the  winners 
by  voting  online.  Entry  fees  are  $  1 0  for  one  entry 
in  one  category,  $15  to  enter  both.  For  more 
information,  visit  www.WordsWithoutVoices. 
com.  DEADLINE:  Aug.  31,  2007. 

The  Main  Street  Gallery  in  Groton,  NY, 
is  seeking  artist  submissions  in  all  media  for 
the  show  entitled  Stuff  Your  Face,  to  be  held 
June  8-July  22.  The  theme  of  the  show  is  food, 
whether  it  be  concerned  with  greed,  mass 
consumerism,  poverty,  or  simply  enjoying 
the  pleasures  of  food.  U.S.  artists  18  years 
and  older  are  invited  to  submit  CD  images 
(jpegs  72  dpi,  600  pixels,  PC  compatible)  or 
slides  pertaining  to  the  subject  matter  for 
consideration.  A  resume,  artist  statement  and  a 
SASE  for  return  must  be  provided.  All  styles 
or  genre  pertaining  to  the  subject  matter  will 
be  considered.  No  entry  fee  is  required.  All 
artwork  must  be  for  sale.  For  more  information 
email  maingal@localnet.com  or  phone  607- 
898-9010.  Website:  www.mainstreetgal.com. 
DEADLINE:  May  6.  2007. 

National  Small  Art  Quilt  Works  Exhibition 

will  be  held  at  the  The  Main  Street  Gallery 
in  Groton,  NY,  July  27-Sept.  2.  U.S.  artists 
18  years  and  older  are  eligible  to  enter  this 
exhibition.  Fiber  art  must  measure  no  larger 
than  16  inches  by  20  inches.  All  artwork  must 
be  for  sale.  The  gallery’s  commission  is  40% 
of  retail  value.  Cash  awards.  $30/3  entry  fee. 
For  full  prospectus  and  information,  email 
maingal@Iocalnet.com  or  send  SASE  to  105 
Main  Street.  PO  Box  161.  Groton,  NY  13073. 
Website:  www.mainstreetgal.com.  DEADLINE:  1 
June  8,  2007. 


Grants  and  Fellowships 

The  Dana  Foundation  is  accepting  Letters  of 
Intent  for  performing  arts  education  professional 
development  programs  in  rural  communities  in 
the  United  States.  The  foundation  is  interested 
primarily  in  training  for  professional  artists 
teaching  performing  arts  in  public  schools  and  in¬ 
school  arts  specialists  who  teach  performing  arts 
in  the  public  schools.  Projects  funded  in  the  next 
grant  cycle  may  not  begin  prior  to  Jan.  1 ,  2008, 
when  the  2008  awards  will  be  announced.  The 
foundation  will  offer  one-  and  two-year  grants 
of  up  to  $50,000  each.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.dana.org. 

The  Art  Jewelry  Forum  is  a  non-profit 
organization  designed  to  nurture  the  field 
of  contemporary  art  jewelry,  by  promoting 
education,  appreciation,  and  support  for 
contemporary  art  jewelry.  Although  more 
than  one  grant  may  be  made  within  a  calendar 
year,  no  more  than  $2,000  will  be  awarded 
annually.  Grants  will  range  from  $500  to  $  1 .500. 
Exhibitions,  catalog  publications  and  related 
programming  must  be  focused  on  contemporary 
art  jewelry.  One-person  exhibitions  and 
monographs  will  be  considered,  as  well  as  survey 
shows  and  accompanying  catalogs  that  feature 
works  by  several  artists.  AJF  does  not  fund 
research  and  development,  including  study  trips 
and  travel  to  conferences.  Museums,  universities, 
other  non-profit  exhibition  spaces  and  other 
organizations  that  are  tax-exempt  may  apply  to 
support  exhibitions  originating  within  the  United 
States  that  are  scheduled  to  open  prior  to  2010. 
Individual  artists,  independent  curators,  writers 
and  decorative  arts  scholars  whose  projects 
are  not  affiliated  with  appropriate  tax-exempt 
institutions,  exhibitions  originating  outside  the 
United  States,  and  exhibitions  scheduled  later  than 
2007  will  not  be  considered  in  this  grant  cycle. 
For  information,  visit  www.artjewelryforum.org. 
DEADLINE:  Oct.  30,  2007. 


Workshops/Conferences 


Prairie  Arts  Management  Institute,  which 
provides  practical  arts  leadership  training  forstaff  of 
small  and  mid-sized  community  arts  organizations, 
will  be  held  June  5-8  at  Augustana  College  in  Sioux 
Falls,  SD.  The  institute  offers  personal  leadership 
and  management  tools  in  an  intense  learning 
environment  with  master  teachers.  Registration  fee 
is  $350  prior  to  April  30.  Limited  enrollment  and 
scholarships  are  available.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.sdarts.org  or  contact  Janet  Brown,  605- 
334-1392  or  email  janetbrown@sio.midco.net. 

A  hands-on  workshop  in  Virginia  City,  MT, 

will  investigate  historic  finishes  on  some  of 
the  town’s  most  intriguing  buildings.  The  one- 
week  workshop,  July  9-13,  is  an  opportunity 
for  anyone  interested  in  researching  or  restoring 
old  homes  to  learn  about  historic  interior  and 
exterior  finish  materials,  including  lime-based 
coatings,  paints,  varnishes  and  decorative 
treatments.  The  workshop  is  jointly  produced 
by  the  Heritage  Conservation  Network  and  the 
Virginia  City  Institute  for  Preservation  Research 
and  Technology.  This  is  the  second  summer  the 
two  organizations  have  collaborated  on  research 
efforts  in  the  nearly  intact  gold-rush  boomtown. 
For  more  information  about  the  workshop,  contact 
Heritage  Conservation  Network  at  303-444-0128; 
email:  workshops@heritageconservation.net;  or 
www.heritageconservation.net/ws-virginia-city- 
2007.htm. 

Artists  Summit  2007,  offers  workshops  this 
summer  at  Central  Wyoming  College’s  Sinks 
Canyon  Center  in  Lander,  WY.  Creating  the  World 
Through  Your  Own  Lens,  with  Adam  Jahiel,  will 
be  held  June  8-13,  and  will  cost  $600  for  two 
credits.  The  other  two  Artists  Summit  courses 
are  offered  in  August.  Each  is  for  one  credit.  A 
three-day  printmaking  course.  Transforming  the 
Landscape:  Drawing  into  Printmaking,  is  taught 
by  Jean  Gumpper.  Bronwyn  Minton  offers  Process 
and  Place:  Discovering  New  Directions  and  Ideas 
for  your  Art.  For  more  information,  contact  Sharon 
at  307-733-6379  or  email  sharon@artassociation. 
org. 

A  Ride  and  Write  Retreat,  in  its  third  year,  will 
be  offered  June  9- 1 0  and  June  1 6- 1 7  by  author  Dan 
Aadland  on  his  ranch  south  of  Absarokee,  MT.  The 
retreat  is  a  medley  of  equestrian  clinic  and  writing 
workshop,  with  attendees  riding  to  evocative  sites 
as  fuel  for  the  creative  process.  Aadland  holds  a 
Ph.D.  in  creative  writing  and  American  studies 
from  the  University  of  Utah.  Aadland  has  also 
taught  workshops  for  the  Tumblewords  program 
of  the  Writers  Voice  of  the  YMCA,  for  Sagebrush 
Writers,  and  for  The  Writer’s  Village  in  Charleston, 
WV.  Call  406-328-4 1 95 ;  email  draa@ montana.net; 
or  visit  my.montana.net/draa. 

The  Archie  Bray  Foundation  in  Helena  offers 
these  workshops:  Discovering  Decals,  with  Jennifer 
Allen,  June  8-10,  $285  plus  $35  lab  fee;  Work  with  a 
Master:  Plaster  Mold  and  Casting  Techniques,  with 
Richard  Notkin,  June  1 8-29,  $675,  $  1 25  lab  fee;  Soda 
in  the  Fire,  with  Gail  Nichols,  July  16-20,  $425  with 
$50  lab  fee;  Building  a  Narrative:  Techniques  for 
Using  Clay  to  Tell  Stories,  with  Amie  Zimmerman, 
Aug.  17-19,  $285  plus  $35  lab  fee;  Demonstrations 
with  Voulkos  Visiting  Artist  Fellow  Takeshi  Yasuda. 
Sept.  8-9,  $200;  Functional  Pleasures:  Pottery 
Thoughts,  with  Linda  Sikora,  Sept.  29-30.  $200. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.archiebray.org 
or  call  406-443-3502. 

The  Craft  Organization  Development  Associa¬ 
tion  (CODA)  Conference,  hosted  by  the  Alberta 
Craft  Council,  will  be  held  June  14-17  at  the 
Alberta  College  of  Art  and  Design  in  Calgary, 
Alberta,  Canada.  The  conference  is  sponsored  by 
the  American  Craft  Council  and  The  Crafts  Report. 
For  more  information,  call  870-746-5159;  email: 
info@codacraft.org;  or  visit  www.codacraft.org. 

The  Split  Rock  Arts  Program  is  the  University 
of  Minnesota’s  summer  series  of  workshops  in 
creative  writing,  visual  art  and  design.  In  addition 
to  weeklong  workshops  in  the  Twin  Cities,  Split 
Rock  also  offers  Split  Rock  Shorts  -  a  series  of 
three-day  intensives  that  allows  participants  to 
experiment  with  select  media,  genres,  topics  and 
forms  -  and  weeklong  retreats  at  the  university’s 
Cloquet  Forestry  Center  in  northern  Minnesota. 
Graduate/undergraduate  credit,  accommodations 


and  scholarships  are  available.  To  request  a  print 
catalog,  call  612-625-8100  or  email  srap@cce. 
umn.edu.  Register  online  at  www.cce.umn. 
edu/splitrockarts. 

Mixed  Media/Encaustic  Workshop  with 
Shawna  Moore  will  be  held  June  16  at  the 
Hockaday  Museum  of  Art  in  Kalispell.  Explore 
the  exciting  medium  of  encaustic  painting  with 
a  twist.  This  ancient  art  form  of  wax  painting 
is  a  perfect  compliment  for  mixed  media  work. 
Collage  and  image  transfer  are  achieved  with 
the  use  of  transfer  papers,  text,  rice  paper  and 
toner  images.  Cost  is  $125  plus  $10  materials 
fee.  For  registration  call  the  406-755-5268.  For 
more  information,  call  Shawna  at  406-26 1  -6528, 
email  shawnamooreart@hotmail.com  or  visit 
www.shawnamoore.com. 

A  workshop  on  mosaics  and  handmade  tile 
installation  with  nationally  renowned  mosaicist 
Eric  Rattan  will  be  held  June  8-10  at  the  Holter 
Museum  of  Art  in  Helena.  Rattan,  a  general 
contractor,  stonemason,  handmade  tile  artist  and 
mosaicist  will  teach  his  methods  to  participants  of 
all  levels  and  backgrounds.  Registration  is  limited 
to  15  people.  Visit  www.santafedesignstudio. 
com  to  learn  more  about  Rattan’s  work.  Tuidon 
is  $375  and  includes  materials.  For  more 
information  or  to  register,  call  406-442-6400  or 
email  Katie@holtermuseum.org. 

Wipe  Your  Feet  Missoula!  Painted  Floor 
Cloths  with  Kelly  Apgar  will  be  held  June  23 
at  Whooping  Crones  Gallery  in  Missoula.  For 
more  information,  call  406-721-3042. 

Cattle  Marker  Painting  Techniques  with  Kelly 
Apgar  will  be  held  May  1 1  - 1 2  at  Montana  Stone 
Gallery  in  Kalispell.  For  more  information,  call 
406-756-7625  or  email  kellyapgar@hotmail. 
com. 

Aconference,  Beyond  Bordersand  Boundaries: 
David  Thompson  and  the  North  American  Fur 
Trade,  will  be  held  June  15-16  in  Helena.  The 
conference  features  a  one-day  workshop  on 
Friday  dedicated  to  educators,  and  will  focus  on 
the  role  Indian  women  played  in  the  fur  trade  and 
introduce  educators  to  the  resources  available  at 
the  Montana  Historical  Society  and  other  sources. 
Saturday  offers  a  traditional  conference  format 
with  concurrent  sessions.  Educators  are  eligible  to 
earn  OPl  renewal  credits.  For  more  information, 
contact  Rich  Aarstad  at  406-444-6779  or  email 
raarstad  @  mt.gov. 

The  Billings  Depot  is  offering  the  following 
classes:  an  acrylic  class  with  Kevin  Red  Star. 
May  9;  a  water  color  class  with  Marilyn  Beth 
Hughes,  May  10;  and  an  oil  class  with  Joyce 
Lee,  May  11.  Call  406-656-7273. 

Fused  Glass  Jewelry  Making  Workshop  will 
be  held  May  16  at  Stumptown  Art  Studio  in 
Whitefish.  Create  a  pendant  and  earrings  using 
colored,  clear  and  dichroic  glass  and  your  own 
designs.  All  glass  and  finish  supplies  are  included 
in  the  $35/$40  fee.  Call  406-862-5929. 

Summer  Young  Actors'  Workshop  will  be  held 
June  11-23  at  Sleeping  Giant  Middle  School 
and  Firehouse  5  Playhouse  in  Livingston.  The 
workshop  is  offered  to  kids  ages  6-18;  price  is 
$200  ($  1 50  for  additional  students  from  the  same 
family).  To  register,  call  406-222-1420. 

Agnes’s  Camp,  Native  Ed- Ventures  Culture 
Camp  will  be  held  June  18-22  at  Valley  Creek, 
outside  of  Arlee.  Camps  have  a  full  staff  composed 
of  knowledgeable  tribal  members.  Campers 
experience  storytelling  by  tribal  elders,  singing, 
drumming,  drying  meat,  traditional  hunting, 
traditional  games,  working  with  buckskin  and 
beadwork.  Limited  space  is  available.  Call  406- 
675-0160  for  more  information  and  to  register. 

Cultural  Arts  Classes  are  offered  every 
Wednesday  in  the  month  of  June  at  The  People’s 
Center  in  Pablo.  Learn  from  CSKT  members 
how  to  make  moccasins  using  traditional  tanned 
buckskin,  how  to  bead  or  how  to  make  dance 
outfits.  Classes  are  open  to  the  public  at  no 
charge;  participants  are  responsible  for  their  own 
materials.  Call  406-675-0160. 
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Arts  and 
Disability 
Center 
website 

The  National 
Arts  and  Disability 
Center  (NADC) 
is  a  resource, 
training,  and 
information 
center  dedicated 
to  promoting 
the  full  inclusion 
of  individuals 
with  disabilities 
into  the  arts 
community. 

The 

organization’s 
website, 
nadc.ucla. 
edu,  provides 
opportunities  to 
find  and/or  list 
upcoming  art 
and  disability 
events;  receive 
information  on 
art  and  disability- 
related  resources; 
and  apply  for 
scholarships, 
competitions  and 
art  exhibits. 

The  site’s 
calendar  includes 
a  searchable 
database  of 
accessible 
performances 
and  venues  as 
well  as  events 
featuring  artists 
or  performers 
with  disabilities. 
The  Call  for 
Entries  lists  calls 
for  submissions 
to  exhibits,  art 
competitions, 
and  publications 
received  by  the 
NADC  for  artists 
with  disabilities; 
an  online  gallery 
showcases  works 
by  artists  with 
disabilities. 

For  more 
information,  call 
310-794-1141. 
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National  arts 
resources 

•  National 
Endowment  for 
the  Arts:  1100 
Pennsylvania  Ave., 
NW,  Washington, 

DC  20506;  202- 
682-5400;  www. 
artsendow.gov; 
email:  webmgr  @arts. 
endow.gov. 

-  National 

Endowment  for  the 
Humanities:  1100 
Pennsylvania  Ave., 
NW,  Washington,  DC 
20506;  202-606-8400; 
www.neh.fed.us. 

•  Arts  4  All 
People:  www.arts 
4allpeople.org; 
email:  a4ap@ 
wallacefunds.org. 

•  Americans 
for  the  Arts:  1000 
Vermont  Ave., 

NW,  12th  Floor. 
Washington,  DC 
20005;  202-371-2830; 
www.artusa.org. 

•  American 
Association 
of  Museums: 

1571  Eye  St. 

NW,  Ste.  400, 
Washington, 

DC  20005; 
202-289-1818;  www, 
aam-us.org. 

■  National 
Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation:  1785 
Massachusetts  Ave., 
NW,  Washington,  DC 
20036;  202-588-6000; 
www.national  trust, 
org. 

•  ADA  Services 
Unit:  U  S.  Equal 
Employment 
Opportunity 
Commission, 1801 
LSt.  NW,  Rm. 

9024,  Washington, 

DC  20507; 
202-663-4900  or 
800-669-4000 

for  employment 
questions;  www.eeoc. 
gov/facts/howtofil. 
htm. 

•  New  York 
Foundation  for  the 
Arts:  155  Avenue  of 
the  Americas,  14th 
Floor,  New  York 

NY  10013-1507; 
212-366-6900;  www. 
nyfa.org. 

•  Architectural 
and  Transportation 
Barriers 

Compliance  Board: 

1331  F  St.  NW,  Suite 
1000,  Washington, 

DC  20004;  800-872- 
2253;  www.access- 
board.gov. 

•  National 
Rehabilitation 
Information 
Center  (NARIC): 
800-346-2742  or 
800-344-5405  for 
assistive  technology 
product  information. 


Neo-Tribal  Belly  Dance  Workshop  with  Jane 
Archer  will  be  held  June  9- 1 0  in  Kalispell.  Archer, 
owner  of  Eupohoria  Studios  in  Portland,  OR,  will 
instruct  on  rhythm  and  music  of  the  Middle  East, 
choreography  and  Turkish  folk  dance.  Cost  is  $75 
by  May  15.  $85  after  that.  Call  406-862-3608. 

The  Sandpiper  Gallery  in  Poison  offers  the 
following  workshops:  Mandalas  with  Linda 
Phillipi,  June  15-17,  $150;  Watercolor  with  Julie 
Davis,  June  25-26,  $45;  and  Sketchbook  Design 
and  Plein-Air  Oil  Workshop  with  Bob  Phinney, 
June  29-30,  $185.  Call  406-883-5956. 

Butte  Copper  City  Artists  of  the  Butte-Silver 
Bow  Arts  Foundation  will  present  a  one-day 
workshop  June  2  in  connection  with  the  Annual 
Montana  Interpretations  Juried  Exhibition.  Fee  is 
$  1 50.  For  more  information  call  406-494-5558  or 
email  pj_wolf@earthlink.net. 

Sculpting  the  Horse  from  the  Inside  Out, 

sponsored  by  Art  in  the  Bitterroot,  will  be  held 
July  1 0- 1 4  in  Stevensville.  This  workshop,  taught 
by  Len  McCann,  takes  the  artist  through  choosing 
tools  and  materials,  finding  good  reference 
material  and  the  design  of  the  sculpture  using 
the  armature  and  skeleton.  For  more  information, 
contact  Pam  Cote,  Executive  Director,  Art  in  the 
Bitterroot,  PO  Box  698,  Stevensville,  MT  59870; 
406-642-3200;  www.artinthebitterroot.com; 
email:  Pam@artinthebitterroot.com. 

Camp  Equinox  Summer  Theatre  Day  Camp 

offers  two  sessions  in  Bozeman  for  kids  entering 
grades  one  through  eight:  June  18-July  12  and 
July  16-Aug.  9.  Katie  Goodman  and  Soren  Kisiel 
are  the  artistic  directors.  For  more  information,  or 
to  register,  call  406-587-0737,  ext.  2. 


setting  a  stone  into  a  bezel  and  finish  buffing  and 
polish  of  the  piece.  Cost  is  $235  plus  materials  kit. 
For  more  information,  contact  Art  in  the  Bitterroot, 
406-642-3200  or  email  pam@artinthebitterroot. 
com. 


Literature  &  Playwriting 

The  Sigma  Delta  Chi  Foundation  of  the 
Society  of  Professional  Journalists  is  now 
accepting  applications  for  the  Eugene  C.  Pulliam 
Fellowship  for  Editorial  Writing.  The  fellowship 
was  established  to  enable  a  mid-career  editorial 
writer  from  a  newspaper  in  the  United  States  to 
have  time  away  from  daily  responsibilities  forstudy 
and  research.  The  $75,000  cash  award  allows  the 
selected  Fellow  to  take  courses,  pursue  independent 
study,  travel  or  otherwise  enrich  their  knowledge 
of  a  public  interest  issue.  For  more  information, 
contact  Heather  Porter  at  317-927-8000,  ext.  204 
or  visit  www.spj.org.  DEADLINE:  July  1,  2007. 

The  Fifth  Annual  High  Plains  Bookfest, 

sponsored  by  the  YMCA  Writer’s  Voice  and  the 
Billings  Cultural  Partners,  will  be  held  in  Billings 
Oct.  18-20.  This  year’s  bookfest  will  focus  on  the 
amazing  contributions  women  authors  have  made  to 
our  literary  heritage  and  the  wealth  of  contemporary 
women  writers  in  our  region.  Many  of  the  themes 
and  discussion  topics  come  from  the  recently 
published  anthology  Montana  Women  Writers: 
A  Geography  of  the  Heart.  Editors  Sue  Hart  and 
Caroline  Patterson  will  assist  in  selecting  themes 
and  scheduling  writers.  Writers  and  publishers 
interest  in  participating  in  the  Bookfest  should 
contact  Corby  Skinner,  YMCA,  402  North  32nd, 
Billings,  MT  59101;  email  Corby  @skinnerbenoit. 
com. 


included  with  the  manuscript.  For  guidelines  or 
additional  information  about  the  Idaho  Prize  for 
Poetry  2007,  check  online  at  www.losthorsepress. 
org.  DEADLINE:  May  15,  2007. 


Job  Opportunities 


Northwest  Fine  Wood  working,  an  award  winning 
cooperative  gallery  with  more  than  25  years  in 
Seattle’s  Pioneer  Square,  seeks  an  experienced 
individual  for  the  position  of  gallery  director.  A 
motivated  team  builder  will  find  over  twenty  co¬ 
op  members,  hundreds  of  talented  woodworkers 
and  a  dedicated  staff  to  help  promote  and  manage 
this  5,000  square  foot  gallery.  Visit  www. 
nwfinewoodworking.com  to  learn  more  about 
the  organization  and  position.  Applicants  should 
email  their  resumes,  cover  letter  and  references  to 
director_search@nwfinewoodworking.com. 


Residencies 


The  Vermont  Studio  Center  offers  four-  to 
12-week  independent  studio  residencies  year- 
round  for  52  artists  and  writers  per  month.  All 
VSC  residents  receive  private  studio  space 
appropriate  to  their  medium,  comfortable  private 
accommodations  and  three  excellent  meals  a  day. 
The  center  also  provides  a  year-round  roster  of 
six  distinguished  visiting  artists  and  writers  per 
month,  who  offer  evening  slide  talks,  readings, 
and  are  available  for  individual  studio  visits. 
Partial  and  full  fellowships  are  available.  For 
more  information,  call  802-635-2727;  email 
info@vermontstudiocenter.org  or  visit  www. 
vermontstudiocenter.org. 


Sketching  with  Bob  Phinney  will  be  held  at  the 
Lewistown  Art  Center  May  12.  Cost  is  $40-$45. 
Call  406-535-8278. 

2007  Summer  Teacher  Institute,  "Creative 
Strategies  for  Teaching  Reading  Comprehension 
and  Fluency,”  will  be  held  June  11-15  at  MSU- 
Billings  Downtown  Campus.  Credit  is  available 
for  this  workshop,  taught  by  Kennedy  Center 
presenters  Marcia  Daft  and  Dr.  Rosalind  Flynn.  Call 
the  Alberta  Bair  Theater  Education  Department, 
406-256-8915  for  more  information. 

Fine  Silver  Jewelry  Making:  Fabrication  will 
be  held  July  1 2- 14  in  Stevensville.  Leam  the  basic 
techniques  used  to  fabricate,  design  and  make  a 
piece  of  finejewelry.  You  will  leamjewelry  making 
techniques  including  cutting  with  the  jeweler’s 
saw,  hand  drilling,  shaping  the  metal  soldering. 


The  Polio  Grill  and  The  Purple  Pomegranate 

in  Whitefish  are  sponsoring  a  Mother’s  Day  Story 
Contest.  In  200  words  or  less,  tell  why  your  mom 
qualifies  as  a  Super  Mom.  If  your  story  is  picked  as 
the  winner,  you  and  your  mom  will  each  win  brunch 
on  Mother’s  Day  and  a  $50  gift  certificate.  Entries 
may  be  emailed  to  info@purplepomegranate.com. 
DEADLINE:  May  9. 

Lost  Horse  Press  is  now  accepting  submissions 
for  the  Idaho  Prize  for  Poetry  2007,  a  national 
competition  offering  $1,000  plus  publication 
by  Lost  Horse  Press  for  a  book-length  poetry 
manuscript.  All  U.S.  poets  are  eligible.  The  final 
judge  for  the  fourth  annual  poetry  book  contest 
sponsored  by  Lost  Horse  Press  is  Robin  Becker. 
A  reading  fee  of  $25  -  check  or  money  order  only, 
please  -  and  a  SASE  (for  notification  of  winners 
only;  no  manuscripts  will  be  returned)  must  be 


Yellowstone  Artists  Retreat  is  a  mountain  hab¬ 
itatoverlooking  the  Yellowstone  River,  nine  miles 
from  the  original  entrance  to  Yellowstone  National 
Park  in  Gardiner,  MT.  A  creative  traveler's 
paradise,  home  of  Cedar  Creek  Stained  Glass  and 
Yellowstone  Artists’  Co-op,  it  offers  affordable 
classes  in  arts  and  crafts  and  welcomes  naturalists, 
photographers  and  most  creative  critters.  946 
Highway  89  South,  Gardiner,  MT  59030;  406- 
848-9173;  email  ekglass946@earthlink.net; 
www.yellowstoneartistsretreat.com. 


Performing  Arts 


The  Vassar  and  New  York  Stage  and  Film’s 
Powerhouse  Apprentice  Training  Program,  to 

be  held  June  15-July  29  in  Poughkeepsie,  NY,  is 
open  to  actors,  writers  and  directors.  For  more 
information  visit  http://powerhouse.vassar.edu  or 
email  powerhouse@vassar.edu. 


ARTS  &  CULTURE:  Statewide  Service  Organizations 


MT  Alliance  for  Arts  Education,  Karen  Lauersdorf, 
Administrative  Assistant,  PO  Box  1124,  Manhattan,  MT 
59741;  406-284-4274;  email:  mtmaae@yahoo.com;  www. 
maae.org.  Advocacy  organization  for  arts  education. 

MT  Art  Education  Assn.,  Co- President  Susan  Arthur. 
Flathead  High  School.  644  4th  Ave.  West,  Kalispell,  MT; 
406-751-3500;  email:  arthurs@sd5.kl2.mt.us.  Provides 
professional  information  and  development  for  art  teachers 
in  all  areas. 

MT  Arts,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman,  MT  5977 1 ;  406- 
585-955 1 .  Provides  administrative  services  for  statewide 
organizations  and  some  local  groups  and  acts  as  a  fiscal 
agent  for  emerging  arts  organizations. 

MT  Art  Gallery  Directors  Assn.,  2112  First  Avenue 
North,  Great  Falls,  MT  59401;  406-761-1797;  email: 
montanaart@hotmail.com;  www.mt-magda.org.  Supports 
visual  art  centers  and  galleries  through  traveling 
exhibitions,  technical  assistance  and  an  annual  conference. 

MT  Assn,  of  Symphony  Orchestras,  PO  Box 

1 872,  Bozeman,  MT  5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 ;  www. 
montanasymphonies.org.  Provides  resource  sharing, 
imports  musicians  and  conducts  seminars  and  conferences. 

MT  Center  for  the  Book,  c/o  Montana  Committee  for 
the  Humanities.  311  Brantly  Hall,  The  University  of 
Montana.  Missoula,  MT  59812;  406-243-6022,  ask  for 
Mark  Sherouse;  www.montanabook.org.  Organizes  public 
forums  featuring  Montana  authors;  and  promotes  reading, 
book  arts  and  publishing. 

MT  China  Painting  Art  Assn.,  1805  Highland.  Helena, 
MT  59601 ;  406-443-5583.  Promotes  the  art  of  china 
painting,  porcelain  and  glass;  sponsors  a  yearly  public 
show  featuring  nationally  known  teachers. 

MT  Committee  for  the  Humanities,  3 1 1  Brantly  Hall. 
The  University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  598 1 2; 
406-243-6022;  www.humanities-mt.org.  Presents 
humanities  programs,  awards  grants,  conducts  speakers 
bureau,  reading/discussion  groups  and  teacher  programs. 

MT  Community  Foundation,  101  N.  Last  Chance  Gulch. 
Suite  211.  Helena.  MT  59601 ;  406-443-8313; 


email:  mtcf@mt.net;  www.mtcf.org.  Maintains 
endowments  for  nonprofit  organizations  and  awards 
grants. 

MT  Cultural  Advocacy,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman,  MT 
59771;  406-585-9551.  Coalition  of  arts  and  cultural 
agencies  that  lobbies  the  state  legislature  to  maintain 
funding  of  cultural  agencies  and  oversees  legislation 
affecting  Montana’s  cultural  sector. 

MT  Dance  Arts  Assn.,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman, 

MT  59771;  406-585-9551.  Sponsors  a  fall  and  spring 
workshop  for  young  Montana  dancers,  administers  a 
summer  scholarship  program  and  presents  a  summer 
teachers’  workshop. 

MT  Institute  of  the  Arts,  PO  Box  1824,  Bozeman,  MT 
5977 1 ;  406-587-7636.  Assists  artists  in  all  disciplines 
through  educational  projects,  information,  and  workshops. 

MT  Music  Educators  Assn.,  President,  Erik  Engebretsen, 
Box  702,  Malta,  MT  59538;  406-654-2002; 
email:  keep@tcc-cmc.net.  Provides  professional  infor¬ 
mation  and  development  for  music  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Painters  Alliance,  Susan  Blackwood  and  Howard 
Friedland,  711  Blackmore  Place,  Bozeman,  MT  59715; 
406-586-4484.  A  statewide  organization  comprised  of 
professional  outdoor  painters  who  seek  to  showcase  the 
vast  variety  and  spectacular  beauty  of  Montana. 

MT  Performing  Arts  Consortium,  PO  Box  1872, 
Bozeman,  MT  5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 ;  www.mt 
performingarts.org.Supports  performing  arts  presenting 
in  large  and  small  communities;  sponsors  an  annual 
conference  showcasing  performing  arts;  facilitates  block¬ 
booking;  and  provides  quick-grants  to  rural  presenters. 

MT  Preservation  Alliance,  516  N.  Park.  Suite  A,  Helena, 
MT  59601 ;  406-457-2822;  www.preservemontana.org. 
Provides  technical  assistance  and  infor-mation  on  historic 
preservation  issues  through  a  circuit  rider  pro-gram. 
Publishes  Preservation  Montana. 

MT  Public  Television  Assn.,  PO  Box  503,  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  MT  59645;  406-547-3803;  Supports  efforts  of 
Montana’s  rural  low  power  public  television  stations; 


provides  technical  assistance  in  video  production  and 
station  application  procedures  and  sponsors  an  annual 
conference. 

MT  Theatre  Education  Assn.  (MTEA),  c/o  Helena 
High  School,  1300  Billings  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601.  A 
K-12  education  resource  for  Montana  theatre  educators; 
present  at  yearly  at  MEA/APT  and  are  affiliated  with 
EDTA. 

MT  Thespians,  State  Director,  Sarah  DeGrandpre,  Big 
Sky  High  School,  3100  South  Ave.  West,  Missoula, 

MT  59804;  406-728-2401;  email:  sdegrandpre@mcps. 
kl2.mt.us.  Provides  professional  information  and 
development  for  theater  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Watercolor  Society,  PO  Box  3002,  Missoula,  MT 
59807;  Ron  Paulick,  membership  chair,  406-453-4076; 
email:  cambrea@mt.net;  www.montanawatercolor 
society.org.  Sponsors  two  annual  workshops,  a  yearly 
Open  Members  show,  a  national  Juried  Watermedia 
Exhibition,  and  a  quarterly  newsletter. 

Museums  Assn,  of  Montana,  MT  Historical  Society, 

225  N.  Roberts.  Helena.  MT  59620;  406-444-4710; 
www.montanamuseums.org.  Supports  museums  of 
all  disciplines  through  annual  conferences,  quarterly 
newsletters  and  technical  assistance  with  museum  issues. 

Rocky  Mountain  Photo  Club,  1518  Howell  St., 
Missoula,  MT  59802;  406-728-5374.  Provides 
photography  education,  professional  information, 
workshops  and  opportunities  for  members  to  show  work 
in  galleries. 

VSA  arts  of  Montana,  PO  Box  7225,  Missoula.  MT 
59807;  406-549-2984;  www.vsamontana.org.  Provides 
information,  technical  assistance  and  workshops  on 
working  with  differently-abled  constituencies. 

Writer's  Voice  of  the  Billings  Familv  YMCA,  402 

N.  32nd  St.,  Billings,  MT  59101;  406-248-1685. 

Assists  emerging  writers  in  artistic  and  professional 
development;  supports  accomplished  writers;  provides 
public  programs  that  challenge  the  traditional  definition 
of  literary  arts. 


State  of  the  Arts  •  May/June  2007 


MAC  Grants  and  Services 


Public  Value  Partnerships 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  is  pleased  to 
continue  operating  support  grants  for  Montana 
non-profit  arts  organizations  under  a  new 
program  entitled  Public  Value  Partnerships. 
Public  value  partners  are  defined  as 
organizations  making  a  positive  difference  in 
the  individual  and  collective  lives  of  the  citizens 
of  the  state  through  the  arts,  and  worthy  of  state 
investment.  These  grants  fund  Montana  non¬ 
profit  arts  organizations  who  have  had  their 
501(c)(3)  status  for  a  minimum  of  five  years 
and  a  half-time  paid  staff  member.  Guideline 
specifics  are  available  on  the  MAC  website. 
Current  grants  run  July  1,  2006  to  June  30,  2010. 
No  new  applications  are  being  accepted  since 
the  funding  is  fully  committed. 

Cultural  and  Aesthetic  Project  Grants 

In  1975,  the  Montana  Legislature  set  aside 
a  percentage  of  the  Coal  Tax  to  restore  murals 
in  the  Capitol  and  support  other  cultural  and 
aesthetic  projects.  Grant  funds  are  derived  from 
the  interest  earned  on  this  Cultural  Trust. 

Any  person,  association,  group, 
or  governmental  agency  may  apply.  All 
applications  must,  however,  be  officially 
sponsored  by  a  governmental  entity. 
Requirements  include  a  1:1  cash  or  in-kind 
goods  and  services  match  for  Special  Projects 
Under  $4,500,  Special  Projects  and  Operational 
Support.  Capital  expenditures  require  a  3: 1 
match  of  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services.  The 
application  deadline  is  August  1 ,  2008  for  FY 
2010-2011. 

Opportunity  Grants 

Opportunity  Grants  are  given  throughout  the 
year  to  enable  the  council  to  respond  to  artists’ 
or  organizations’  opportunities  or  emergencies. 
Grants  are  available  up  to  $1,000,  and  decisions 
will  be  dictated  by  the  availability  of  funds 
and  the  nature  of  the  request.  Grants  must 
be  matched  1 : 1  in  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and 


services.  Awards  are  made  directly  by  the  council 
and  applications  are  reviewed  monthly. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  by  the 
first  of  each  month.  Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first 
come,  first  served  basis. 

Artists  in  Schools/Communities  Grants 

The  Arts  Education  program  contains  three 
distinct  components  which  provide  participatory 
experiences  in  arts  learning  that  increase  or 
strengthen  participants’  knowledge  and  skills  in 
the  arts. 

1 .  Artist  visits:  The  artist  visits  program 
encompasses  visits  lasting  from  one  to  four  days 
with  no  more  than  four  hours  of  contact  time  per 
day. 

2.  Short-term  residencies:  These  last  one  to 
four  weeks,  or  a  total  of  five  to  20  days  over  a 
longer  period  of  time.  Long-term  residencies: 
These  are  residencies  of  five  weeks  or  longer,  up 
to  one  year. 

3.  Special  projects:  This  funding  broadly 
supports  the  creation  of  projects  that  establish, 
expand,  or  advance  both  school  curriculum  and 
educational  arts  programming.  Projects  that 
support  and  encourage  the  community’s  lifelong 
learning,  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  arts 
are  also  funded. 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  awards  grants  to 
Montana  organizations  that  are  nonprofit  and 
exempt  from  federal  income  tax  under  Section 
501(a),  which  include  the  501(c)(3)  designation 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code,  or  are  units  of 
government,  educational  institutions,  or  local 
chapters  of  tax-exempt  national  organizations. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply,  visit  MAC’S 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1-800-282-3092. 

Arts  Education  Artist  Registry 

The  Arts  Education  program  supports  a  wide 
range  of  residencies  by  professional  working 
artists  and  local  or  regional  arts  organizations 
(touring  or  locally  based).  Activities  are  hands-on 


and  process-oriented.  The  artist  must  be  able  to 
clearly  communicate  the  concepts  and  skills  of 
the  chosen  art  form  and  relate  well  to  people  in  a 
variety  of  educational  settings. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply  visit  MAC’S 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1-800-282-3092. 

Professional  Development  Grants 

Professional  Development  Grants  provide  matching 
funds  for  Montanans  to:  1 )  attend  seminars,  conferences 
and  workshops  to  further  professional  development 
or  to  improve  artistic  quality,  community  service  in 
the  arts,  or  arts  management  skills  and  operations; 
and  2)  hire  a  consultant  of  your  choice  to  advise 
artists  or  nonprofit  arts  organizations  on  technical 
matters,  specific  programs,  projects,  administrative 
functions,  or  facilitate  strategic  planning,  marketing 
or  development  planning.  The  amounts  of  these  grants 
will  not  exceed  $750  for  individuals  and  $1,000  for 
organizations  and  will  depend  on  available  funds.  A 
1:1  match  in  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services  is 
required. 

-  Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  the  first 
of  each  month.  Applications  are  reviewed  monthly. 
Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis. 

Folk  and  Traditional  Arts  Apprenticeship 
Grant  Program 

The  arts  council  is  committed  to  the 
preservation  and  encouragement  of  traditional 
arts  that  are  passed  on  through  membership 
in  Montana’s  many  ethnic,  occupational  and 
regional  communities.  A  master/apprenticeship 
relationship  in  a  community  setting  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  ways  of  supporting  the  vitality  of 
these  traditional  arts  and  artists.  In  the  Folk  and 
Traditional  Arts  Apprenticeship  Program  master 
artists  are  awarded  $1,500  to  teach  an  apprentice 
over  a  period  of  time  and  in  a  format  decided 
by  master  and  apprentice.  The  next  application 
deadline  to  be  announced. 


Grant  Programs 


Name, 


Address 


City 


State 


Phone 


Email 


Send  your  request  to:  Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201, 
Helena,  MT  59620-2201  •  FAX  406-444-6548  •  email  mac@mt.gov 


Yes,  please  send  me  copies  of  the  following  grant  guidelines  (when  guidelines  are  available) 

_ □  Cultural  Trust  Grant  Application 

□  Arts  Education  Artist  Registry  Application 
-  □  Artist  in  Schools/Communities  Sponsor  Application 

□  Public  Value  Partnerships  Application 
-  □  Opportunity  Grant  Application 

□  Professional  Development  Award  Grant  Application 

□  Folk  &  Traditional  Arts  Apprenticeship  Program  Application 

□  Other _ 


Zip 


Grant  guidelines  and  applications  can  also  be  downloaded  at  http://art.mt.gov 


- - 1 

j  What’s  Happening?  | 

I  Planning  an  arts  or  cultural  event,  gallery  showing  or  a  performance?  If  so,  State  of  the  Arts  I 
would  like  to  know  about  it.  Fill  out  the  following  information  and  send  it  to:  I 

I  Lively  Times,  1152  Eagle  Pass  Tr„  Charlo,  MT  59824;  | 

|  406-644-2910;  FAX  406-644-2911 ;  oremailtowriteus@livelytimes.com  | 

Event: _ 


Description 


I  Sign-up  or  update  "j 
l  your  mailing  info  l 

NEW  ADDRESS 

I  Name: _ 

.  Address: _ 

|  City,  State:  _  | 

!  Z'P: _ 


Daytime  Phone. 


Event  Location: 


Email  Address: 


Date(s): 


OLD  ADDRESS 


Time(s):_ 

Sponsor: 


Name: _ 

Address:_ 
City,  State: 


Address: 


Zip: 
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Help  us  find 
technical 
assistance 
articles  for 
State  of 
the  Arts 

The  Montana 
Arts  Council 
is  requesting 
submissions 
from  artists  and 
organizations 
on  practical 
professional 
development 
tips  for  artists  for 
upcoming  issues 
of  State  of  the 
Arts. 

Topics  might 
include: 

•  “How  to” 
articles  (i.e. 
marketing  tips 
for  the  beginning 
visual  artist,  how 
to  find  a  publisher 
for  your  first  book, 
doing  your  own 
PR,  writing  an 
effective  artist 
statement  or  how 
to  make  a  CD). 

•  Innovative  arts 
education  projects 
or  statistics. 

Please  limit 
submissions 
to  500  words. 

Call  MAC  at  406- 
444-6510  or  email 
sflynn@mt.gov 
before  submitting 
stories. 


An  enthusiastic  Butte  crowd  awaits  a  summer  performance  by  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the 
Parks.  (Photo  by  James  Houton) 
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Legislative  Session;  “Out  West”  Exhibit  in  China; 
“Identity  by  Design"  at  Smithsonian;  National  Folk 
Festival  In  Butte 

Arni's  Addendum;  Strategic  Framework 

Congrats;  Best  Wishes;  Seltzer  Court  Judgement 

State  Lullaby;  National  Folk  Festival  (cont.);  China 
Connection  (cont.) 

Books 

Music 

Poetry  Out  Loud  Competition 

Math  Movers  Dance  Class  for  Arlee  Students;  Mural 
at  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  In  Butte 

National  Symphony  Orchestra  Summer  Music  Insti¬ 
tute  Finalists;  “Celebrate  the  Arts  and  Leadership" 
in  Helena;  “Frankenstein”  offered  by  Montana  Rep 

Cultural  Exchange  between  Ashland  and  Argentina; 
“Identity  by  Design”  (cont.) 

Great  Falls  Festival  of  the  Book;  High  Plains  Book 
Awards  Nominations;  Hattie  Big  Sky  Receives 
Montana  Book  Award;  Poet  Laureate  Nominations 

Arts  Calendar 

Arts  and  Exhibits;  Montana  Cultural  Treasures 

Buffalo  Roam  In  West  Yellowstone;  Russell  Auction 
Results;  YAM  Art  Auction;  MAM  Art  Auction 

Bozeman  Tourism  Survey  Results;  New  Magazine 

Montana  Nonprofit  Association  Alternative  Program 
for  Unemployment  Insurance;  Insurance  Advice  for 
Start-up  Nonprofits;  Insurance  Resource  Website 

Websites  for  Artists;  Fiber  Fest  in  Great  Falls; 
Helena  Woodworkers  Guild 

Law  and  the  Art  World:  Copyright,  Scams  and  Photo 
Bans;  Challenge  America  Grants;  NEA  Budget 

Opportunities 

MAC  Grants  and  Services 


MONTANA  ARTS  COUNCIL 


State  of  the  Arts 

MONTANA  ARTS  COUNCIL 

316  tfClRTH  PARK  AVENUE,  SUITE  252 

PO  BOX  202201 

HELENA,  MT  59620-2201 

V:  406-444-6430;  T:711 

Fax  406-444-6548 

Arts  Ed  Hotline  1-800-282-3092 

http://art.mt.gov 

email:  mac@mt.gov 
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Address  Services  Requested 


Montana  Arts  Council 


Jackie  Parsons,  Chairman.  Browning 
Cynthia  Andrus,  Bozeman 
Ann  Cogswell.  Great  Falls 
Rick  Halmes,  Billings 
Betti  Hill,  Helena 
Tim  Holmes,  Helena 
Neal  Lewing,  Poison 
Rob  Quist,  Kalispell 
Kevin  Red  Star,  Roberts 
Kathleen  Schlepp,  Miles  City 
Youpa  Stein,  Missoula 
Wilbur  Wood,  Roundup 


MAC  Staff 


Arlynn  Fishbaugh,  Executive  Director 
afishbaugh@mt.gov  •  406-444-6430 
Carleen  Layne,  Accountant 
clayne@mt.gov  •  406-444-6489 
Kristin  Han  Burgoyne,  Database  &  Grants  Director. 

Accessibility  Coordinator 
khan@mt.gov  •  406-444-6449 
Cinda  Holt,  Business  Development  Specialist 
cholt@montana.com  •  406-777-0090 
Beck  McLaughlin,  Education  &  Web  Services  Director 
bemclaughlin@mt.gov  •  406-444-6522 
Kim  Baraby  Hurtle,  Executive  Assistant 
khurtle@mt.gov  •  406-444-6430 
Stefanie  Flynn,  Administrative  Assistant 
sflynn@mt.gov  •  406-444-6510 


Rock  ’n’  Roll  Legislative  Session 

See  Page  1 


State  of  Montana  programs 
are  available  to  all  Montanans. 
Upon  request,  an  alternative 
accessible  format  will  be  provided. 
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